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MD Y Ae Ida recofered; bin” * 
D ſwoon. Day had begun to appear. The 
adventures. of the preceding night ſeemed 
z dream to hef. She looked round and found 
erſelf under the portico of St. Bartholo- 
ew's. Sheiraiſed herſelf upon her knees, 
ind would have gotten upon her feet - but. 
he was unable; In one of the four ſtreets a 
ban approached,” hom ſhe' perceived to be 
alter. She ſtretohed out her arms, and 
alled to him as loudly! as her ſtrength 
yould permit. He haſtened to her aſſiſt- 
Ice. Come,“ ſaid he, let me conduct 
Vor. II. | B | 


* 


k * 


« am to do! you know my unhappy ſitu 
tion; you know that my * hopes 1 
* now annihilated.” 


and to be her friend o adding, « you cl 
* beſt adviſe me, for you will never c 
| « vince me that you are not acquaint 


2 © HERMAN 
« you to your convent, But I had ala 
« forgotten to. aſk, what has brought yy 
ce hither ?“ “ Alas! do you not then g 
© member,” ſaid Ida, whoſe recollein 
now began to return, do you not remens 
& ber the events that have juſt paſſed; fy 
« furely you were preſent as well as myſelf? 

« Talk not to me thus incoherent, 
0 Aſk not ſuch uſcleſs queſtions :” reple 
Walter, with ſome diſpleaſure. © Ley 
abe gone before any one ſees us here.” 

* Heavens!“ exclaimed Ida, whit 
* will become of me? Oh, tell me wal 


Walter was filent, and Seal fat 
ſome time how he ſhould act. But Mes 
knew, that, to perform his part with fidel 
ty, he muſt pretend not to underſtand hey 
Ida beſought him to have pity on 1) 


3 


wich every circumſtance that has taken 
place. At this Walter grew impatient, 
dhe appealed to the deficiency of his left 
and, as a proof that he was her conductor. 
e to his dreſs, which bore no reſemblance 
o that worn by the man in the maſk. Ida 
wing far greater ſubjects of diſquietude, 
45 at length ſilent, and they arrived at the 
bonvent. 

Fain would I draw a charitable veil over 
he manner in which- the young Munſter 
as received by the Urſulines, who expect- 
d not to fee her otherwiſe than honoura- 
ly acquitted. At firſt they were offended 
hat the tribunal had not more favourably 
reated à perſon, to whem they had paid 
uch diſtinguiſhed marks of reſpe&. By 
egrees, however, doubrs crept into their 
hind ; and they began to aſk one another, 
hether Ida were really as innocent as they 
ad ſuppoſed her. From that moment ſhe 
tperienced neglect; they endeavoured not 
o conſole her, they went not to converſe 
ith her in ſolitude, and ſoon things were 
B 2 
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yet were her, thoughts ſtill more OCcupie 


“ talking thus, to drive me from you?'s 


6 to diſcover what is become of my father. 


4 HERMAN 


carried ſo far, that old Walter, who ay 
viſited the parlour, was her only reſource, 

Ida was, at a loſs what to think, g 
felt how alarming was her ſituation; 2 


by the ſtranger who had appeared belag 
the tribunal in her deſencfe. 

Do you not ſuſpe&,” ſaid he to Wa 
ter, © that it was my father?“ Wali 
ſhook: his head.—** Who was it then? wh 
could it be? © I know not.” “O Wi 
* ter! I conjure you tell me. You knoyg 
I am ſure you do.” —*< Do you wiſh, by 


5 Oh-no/! but promiſe me, at leaſt, th 
* you will. befriend my generous, my un 
“ fortunatedefender; and that you will fek 


% Your father ! do you; know then yi 
« your father is? Ida looked at him il 
aſtoniſhment, and repeated her demand; 
and Walter, perceiving that ſhe had not ab 
tended to what the ſtranger had ſaid reſpec 
ing her birth, but ſtill believed herſelf tt 
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aughter of Munſter, — relapſed 1 into er 
yſterious taciturnity. 
Ida began to weep, reproaching the old 
in with cruelty. Drawn by this charge 
om his ſilence, he begged her to be calm, 
nd of good courage, as it was probable her | 
te would ſoon undergo a change. 

„See my prediction accompliſhed !” 
id he to her one morning that he came 
eier than uſual to viſit her. 

Ida had already ſeen too many placards 
the ſecret tribunal; not to know, at the 
| glance, that the paper he held in his 
and was one; but, notwithſtanding the 
preeable manner in which it was preſent- 
b, ſhe feared to peruſe it, and Walter was 
bliged to read it to her. It contained .. . 
nagine, dear reader, the tranſport of Ida 
it contained a ſolemn declaration of 
r innocence, and a general acquittal from 
ery charge exhibited againſt: her. Joy 
pw produced on her the effect ſhe had ſo 
en experienced from grief. Recovered 
om her fainting, ſhe a thouſand times 

B z 


derſtand, that, as her innocence was ng 
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aſked if it were indeed true; if they we 
not deceiving her.— The happy news fog 
ſpread, and immediately ſhe was ſurround 
by nuns, who loaded her with comp! 
ments, aſſurances of friendſhip, and ti 
treaties never to quit the convent, but y 
ſpend the remainder of her life in they 
tranquil abode. Ida had not forgotten tha 
the day before ſhe had been given to uns 


acknowledged, her reſidence in the convent 
could not be of long duration; but ſhe wy 
too happy to think of reſenting it. She n. 

plied therefore to their civilities with her 
wonted good-npature, though ſhe was . 
ſolved inſtantly to quit a houſe, the inhs 
bitants of which could paſs fo eaſily ira 
one extreme to the other. 
At this moment ſhe was informed ta 
there was a coach at the gate of the co 
vent, which had orders to convey her t0 
the houſe of count Wirtemberg. 

It was natural for Ida to ſuppoſe, thi 
her e being known, the fort! 
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bead of thoſe who had abandoned her 
ber misfortune would revive; and it was 

jiohly pleaſing to her to find that the count 
f Wirtemberg, who had always treated her 
th marks of attachment, was one of the 
iſt to think of her on this occaſion, She 
atened therefore to the coach, and amuſed 
r fancy on the way with a thouſand. 
preeable reveries. She hoped to find, at 
Virtemberg's houſe, her father and her un- 
nown defender, and to be reſtored by the 
bunt to the favour of the empreſs. She 
pped a thouſand things beſide: for what 
deed will not young perſons hope, who 

e prone to confider the flighteft ſmile of 
tune as an infallible earneſt of the moſt 
nal favours ? 

Every thing ſeemed to bdheste that Ida 
buld not be wholly deceived in her ex- 
ations. She ſaw the old count of Wir- 
derg haſten to meet her, and elaſp her 
his arms, with an ardour that would 
ve appeared ſtrange, if in her preſent 
tion ſhe had had time to reflect. The 

| B4 
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count led her to his cloſet, through a Crow 
of courtiers, who bowed to the ground y 
ſalute her as ſhe paſſed. Having ſhut th 
door, Ida, my dear Ida! {”" cried he, pref 
ſing her in his arms, e my heart did ng 
«& deceive me !” i 
The timidity of our heroine was alams 

ed at theſe lively teſtimonies of affe&ion; 
and, diſengaging herſelf from his . 

| ſhe fell on her knees before him. 4 
My lord,” ſaid ſhe, * the flattering ws 
cc ception with which you honor me, tle 
ec goodneſs with which you condeſcend i 
cc intereſt yourſelf in my happineſs, al 
c me to believe that you will not refuſe i 

5 « carry it one degree farther, that my buy 
eg pineſs may be complete. I wiſh, of 
« lord, to. ſee my deliverer, that I ng 
thank him: I wiſh alſo to ſee my fab 
< whom I have loſt. The firſt, 1 
et can be at no great diſtance, and to 
the latter will be no difficult talk t01 
prince ſo powerful as you,” 
Thy deliverer! thy: father! K. ge 

| the count; behold them both in the fu 


- 
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« perſon.” —Ida looked round and per- 
An herſelf alone with the count, who 
preſſed her again to his boſom, She look- 
ed at him with ſurpriſe, and dared not te- 
turn his careſſes,—* Thou doſt not believe 
« me! thy heart ſpeaks not forme! lam 
« thy father. Behold this ornament, which 
« has diſcovered to me the ſecret of thy 
«-birth,” . | 
Ida etceived i in the hands of the count 
he chain ſhe had formerly given to Her- 
man; and the recollection of her lover 
ſerved ſtill more to confound her ideas re- 
ſpecting things which were not, to her, 
eaſily comprehenſible. | | 
| The count took pity on her Ret 
ment. * You till have doubts,” cried he: 
«1 muſt-convince- you.” And ringing a 
dell, the door opened, and Munſter en- 
tered, 1 | 

Neither Munſter fo? the count had 
time to utter a ſyllable ; for ſhe inſtantly 
ran to throw herſelf in the arms of the ve- 
ſerable old man, exclaiming: “O my 
B 5 
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* father! do I indeed fee you again“ 
No, madam,” anſwered Munfter, taking 
der by the hand, and leading her to th 
count, who was at the other end of th 
apartment, and whoſe looks expreſſed di 
fatisfaQtion : ** No, madam, that honourk 


g great for me; you are the daughtt 
s of this prince. 1wagonly your foſter-f+ 


& ther, or rather, to ſpeak the truth, an. 
*, viſher, a robber. Behold, my lord,” cor 
tinved he, placing the left hand of Ida int 
the right hand of the count, “a ney teſt. 
< mony of the truth of what 1 have toll 
« vou. This hand ſtill bears the mai bs 


. « ftowed on her when ſhe firſt ſaw the light, 


<< and the ring alſo which you fee cant 
. fat} to call to your remembrance ti 
* amjable conſort, to whom the birth d 
4 your daughter coſt her life.” —® Ah! 
4 need no other proofs,” replied the cou 
«+ than'the proofs I feel in my heart, and 


* thoſe features, fo perfectly reſembling in 


„ mother s, that I cannot conceive hon 
have ſo long been blind to them. Vt 


OF UNNA. 11 
certain it is, that I have ever been drawn 
towards her by an irreſiſtable ſympathy. 
You know, my child, the emotions that 
were excited in me when I firſt heard; 
(your name, and the preference with 
which I have diſtinguiſhed you fram- 
your companions, in ſpite of your ene- 
mies.“ 

Joy ſucceeded to the aſtoniſhment of 
Ida, Preſently ſhe faw herſelf drawn irre- 
kftibly towards count Everard ; ſhe fell on 
is neck, round which ſhe threw one arm, 
phile ſhe held out the other to Munſter, 
ho was ſtill too dear for any one to claim 
precedence to him in her heart. When the 
iſt tranſports. were over, Ida requeſted an 
zplanation of this myſtery, which the 
Weader perhaps is equally impatient to learn... 
but how can it be given ſatisfactorily. amidſt 
he tumult of a thouſand different-paſRons 2 
ve will chuſe therefore, with thy leave, 
hear reader, ſome calmer moment to im 
art to thee the various circumſtances of. ſo 
dmplicated an event. 
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Ida perceived with regret, that Munſe 
was far leſs eſteemed by the count than by 
herfelf. The count regarded him as a ro. 
ber who had ſtolen from him his child; 14 
as her guardian, her faithful counſelly, 
her protector, when abandoned by all the 
world beſide. Count Everard was jealoy 
of the careſſes ſhe beſtowed on him; while 
Ida could not forget that ſhe had ſo long 
called him by the endearing name of father, 
A. ſtrange circumſtance ! it muſt be cos. 
feſſed; and ſure I am that many of ny 
readers will be at a loſs. to comprehend hoy 

the pleaſure of finding herſelf the daughter 
of a prince could fail to gblicerace | in her 

every other ſentiment, 
Still there remained in the breaſt of our 
heroine one deſire unſatisfied, and which 
prevented her from fully enjoying the teſi 
monies ſhe received of paternal affe&ion, 

She had often enquired after her defende;, 
and ſhown an eagerneſs to ſee him, calling 
him her ſaviour, and expreſſing toward; 
him the warmeſt gratitude z and as often 
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bad the count aſſured her that ſhe owed her 
ſefety ſolely to himſelf, This indeed ſhe 
Peliered from the proofs that were given 
her; but it did not prevent her from aſking 
ontinually. new, queſtions reſpecting the 
encrous ſtranger, who had unqueſtionably 
been the firſt inſtrument in effecting her 
deliverance. * | | 

As the count ſeemed averſe to giving 
er the deſired information, ſhe ceaſed. to 
urge him, and endeavoured to conceal her 
liſſatisfaction, that ſhe might not appear 
orepay with ingratitude the affection ſhown 
er by her new father. Munſter, who, at 
te requeſt of Ida, had been permitted to 
emain in the apartment, was ſilent and re- 
ryed, fearful of exciting the jealouſy of 
he count; and the count found the careſſes 
{ his daughter cold in compariſon with 
bat he expected. Thus they parted for 
de night, pleaſed with having eſcaped paſt 
angers, and looking forward to new. en- 
ments; though the ſenſations they felt 


jere not altogether unmixed with bitter 
els, 


ventures. She ſoon diſmiſſed her attend. 


fell at her feet, laid hold of her gown, and 


- CHAPTER Ii. 


IDA received orders no more to quit the 
| hovfe of her father, and was condudttd ty 
her chamber, happy at length to be able to 
repoſe herſelf, and collect her ſcattered 
ideas, after a day of ſuch extraordinary 2. 


ants, and flung herſelf, dreſſed as ſhe wy 
into a chair, to reflect anew on the incidents 
that had happened to her in fo ſhort a ſpct 
of time. A gentle noiſe at the door inter 
rvpted her meditations, and'inftantly a ma 
made his appearance. At firſt ſhe wa 
alarmed, and would have fled and calle 
her ſervants : but the perſon who entered 


with avoice that penetrated her inmoſt ſoul, 
ſupplicated her for a moment to liſten u 
him.—® What voice do I hear?“ exclaimed 
Ida: © whom do ſee! .. Herman! 0 | 
_ * heavens !', .. 
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« Yes, princeſs, it is Herman, You ſee 
« him compelied to be raſh, to be im- 
„ portunate. But he muſt ſpeak to you 
now, or forego the hope of it for ever.“ 
being this, he gently ſhut the deor, and 
pproached Ida, who ſtood reſting with her 
and on a table, experiencing at once the 
pppofite ſentiments of uneaſineſs and | joy, 
7 not know ing how to act. 

A young woman familiarifed with the 
uſtomary ceremonials of virtue, would 
ave been offended at the ſtep taken by Her- 
nan, or at leaſt would have appeared fo to 
Jo be alone with a lover at midnight, 
nd the door thut, was ſurely enough to 
int with ſuſpicton the moſt unblemiſhe& 
utation : but Ida, in the firſt tranſports. 
{ her joy, thought not of conſequences 
ke theſe, Bending towards Herman, who 
d embraced her knees, ſhe held out her 
rms, then ſuddenly drew them back, con- 
ſed and bluſhing. The young knight too 
Pell gueſſed her intention, not to avail him- 
Fil of it. He took courage therefore, and 
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folded bet in his artis; but, diffatisfied wi 
his conduct, ſhe. ſoon diſengaged hei 
and ran to a door which led, ſhe ſuppokd 
to the apartment of her women. Hern 
2 followed her, and they. found themſelves i 
1 a balcony, bey ond which they could ng 
4 | pals, | 
= Ahl do not iy. Hats me !” faid he 
4 do not reduce me to deſpair ! I m 
| -* ſpeak to you, and I hope you have ſi 
= 6 ficient confidence in me to believe, thal 
ö * would not have ſought you at ſuch a 
hour, had I any other means of informs 
ce ing you of what it is abſolutely neceſl 
« you ſhould know, before a Jong nd 
« haps eternal ſeparation.” . 
An eternal ſeparation !” ſaid Ida; intes 
rupting him, and caſting her eyes on i 
ground. get 
« Yes, an eternal ſeparation Nu vg 

« whom once you looked on with an eyed 
c favor. And has your exaltation ſo ſpeedi 
« changed your ſentiments 2” | 
Herman,“ exclaimed Ida, in the mal 
impaſſioned tone, you know me d 
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« Changed [ changed with reſpe& to him, 
„ho, when I was ſo much his inferior, 
« loved me ſo 

«Say fo ardently, fo tenderly,” conti- 
pued the youth, finding her heficate z and 
„ who, were you ſovereign. of the world, 
„ could not love you otherwiſe than he 


6 loved you when Ida Munſter; when. 
„ Stop ;” ſajd the princeſs, with a look 


Ni 
ch 


wo I ſeverity- © Regard to my honour re- 
. quires, that your viſit ſhould be as ſhort 
bal. as poſſible. : : leave this ſubject therefore, 
ha 


a * and haſten to tel me that PAY you lay 
Herman * | They ſaid them- 
ſelves in the balcony, which commanded a 
line proſpect over a retired garden, then en- 


Alt is incumbent, upon me to warn you 
©,not to confide too ſecurely in your pre- 
* ſent happineſs. You ſaw what happened 
to me when I undertook your defence 
before the ſecret tribunal , e oy "i 


—_ i 
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lightened by the moon, and he thus began: 
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„What!“ exclaimed Ida, © was it you 
* that would have died for me? You, thy 
ce riſked every thing to ſave me, when abu 
« doned by all the world beſides? O Ha 
« vens ! ſhall J ever be capable... Ng 
et never!” A flood of tears then fell fron 
her eyes: ſhe raiſed her hands to Heaven, 
and caſt on Herman a look, that forcibly 
expreſſed the emotions of her heart. 

« You did not know it then? You were 
« not informed of it ?=—ln this Icleny 
« perceive the character of the count: 10 
« you ſee what we have . . . pardon me, | 
« meant to ſay .. . what 1 have to expett 
from him.“ 

« You muſt tell me, Herman, ever 
« thing that has paſſed, from the moment 
of our ſeparation. The night is long; 
e we are alone; no body will interrupt us.” 
| Ida ſeemed totally to have forgotten 
what ſhe had ſaid a minute before, that r- 
gard to her honour required his vifit to be 
brief, and Herman had no great deſite d 
reminding her of it. 
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« When I took leave of you, at Mun- 
ter's,” reſumed our hero, “or rather, 
+ when you had quitted me, cruel as ap- 
+ peared to me the neceflity of ſeparating 
« myſelf from every thing T held dear in the 
world, there yet remained for me another 
+ ſevere ſtroke, to be inflicted by her, whom 
| you called your mother. It was ſhe who 
| gave me the firſt intimation of what 
you have lately learnt, and of. which 
no one is now ignorant; that it was not 
without reaſon you poſſeſſed that dignity 
of mien, that announces exalted rank ; 
and that you really were, what you ap- 
peared to be, the daughter of a prince. 
The haſte in which ſhe was obliged to 
impart to me this ſecret, and the preſence 
of Munſter, who narrowly watched us, 
prevented my hearing the name of the 
happy mortal, who had a right to call you 
his daughter; and thus I found myſelf 
more uncertain than ever of what I had to 
hope. But we are ever ready to flatter 
ourklves; and I confeſs, however, by 


that I was got deterred from relying d 


© truſted would one day enable me to lo 
« up to the daughter of a prince with cos. 


„mind: I loſt myſelf in reverie, and forgy 


from Prague when I recollected the u. 
4 gqueſt of your ſuppoſed mother, the god 
Mrs. Munſter, who, when ſhe bid ne 
e adieu, had urged me to remain another 


e to undertake in your favour with the em: 
„ peror. I returned to Prague; thencete: 
4 paired to Conradſbourg ; and thefice t 
numerous other places, to which | wu 
& ſent by. perſons who were playing the ful 
8 with me. I could meet with the emye 


0 after having formally taken leave, andi 
0 « anxiety I diſplayed, excited curioſity, ad 
= expoſed me to malicious remarks. Tit 
not being able to acquit myſelf bettt 
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e birth;you might be exalted. above ny, 


t my courage and. on my ſword, which | 
« dence. Vaſt projects then opened to ny 


& every thing; ſo that I was at ſame diſtance 


day, in order to ſecond a ſtep ſhe meat 


& ror no where. My unexpected rerum 
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and with leſs delay, of an affair that relat . 
© ed to you, urged me to deſperation. It 
might have concerned your birth, which 
poſſibly Mrs. Munſter wiſhed to reveal; 
it might have tet uired the utmoſt promp- 
rude ; I was altogetber in ignorance of 
« what was to be done; and my extraordi- 
nary behaviour occaſioned probably the 
ſirange report which was circulated on 
my being. bereft of my ſenſes: a report 
which 1 firſt heard from the ſecret tribu- 
nal, when it was alledged. as one of the 
* accuſations againſt you. 

. imagined I had ſtill one friend at 
court, and of him! at length obtained an 
audience. e adviſed me to de part from 
the country with ſpeed, as my life was not 
in fafety, and aſſured me, that he would 
diſcharge my commiſſion as faithfully as I 
could do it myſelf. I have ſince learnt, 
| 2 BE that this was intended to frighten me, in 
order to keep me from the court, as the 
Tei emperor, from whom at firſt my return 
tte, e had been concealed, having at length 
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“ heard of it, exprefſed a wiſh to fey 
* with me. I had long been envied g 
© feeble remains of the favour I once enjoy 
« ed with him; and the eager purſuer, 
©. hip. ſmiles feared that I ſhould regain m 
« former influence, if I made my appey 
« ance anew. They ſought therefore todin 
« me away, by the pretence, that there ny 
« 4 deſign againſt my life ; and, to puta 
« end to the queſtions of Winceſlaus cu. 
« cerning me, they ſpread a report of ny 
& death, which you know paſſed for ch. 
 taih, even with the judges of the ſect 
© tribunal, who pretend to be ignorantd 
« nothing. | 

c was thus induced to reſume my jour 
* ney towards the court of king Sigiſmond 
There I found my old friend, Nichols 
„ Gara, the Hungarian general, und 
„ whom I had ſerved againſt the rebels 
% Prague, but the extent of whoſe pont!! 
“ now firſt learned. With joy he receiv 
© me into his ſuit, : The court of Hung 
« was preparing for a war againſt the Tun 


= 


h 
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Sigiſmond had loſt his conſort, the good 
queen Mary, who was exceedingly belov- 
ed, and with her more than half the affec- 
tions of his people. He was ſuſpe&ed 
even, by his ill treatment, or at leaſt by 
his want of kindneſs, of having occ:ion- 
ed her death. He was hated : the debau- 
cheries of his court were made the ſub- 
jects of paſquinades ; they ſtyled him a 
ſecond Winceſlaus; and though, as I then 
believed, be deſerved but in part theſe re- 
proaches, he found himſelf under the ne- 
ceſſuy of endeavouring to obliterate ſuch 
unpleaſing impreſſions by ſome ſplendid 
atchievements, that would add luſtre to 
bis reputation. A war againſt the infidels 
he conſidered as the ſureſt way of attain- 
ng his purpoſe, and in conſequence he 
reſolved to unite with thoſe who had 
[worn themſelves enemies to the ſtandard 
of Mohammed. 

% What a proſpect for one whoſe aim 
was bent on glory, in order to merit Ida ! 
What laurels did I not hope to gather, 
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to what heights did I not aſpire, thy 


c in-law, when, covered with the bloglf 
c the infidels, and enriched with theit ſpol⸗ 


friend Gara, flattered my imagination, 


Our march was begun, and we joine 
the enemies of the grand Signior. 'W 
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* might raiſe myſelf, celeſtial maid, ug 
e equality with thee! No prince! thoupl 
*, would heſitate to chuſe me for his ky 


] returned to the court of 'Sigiſmond, 
* fill the brilliant offices, with which c 
vanity, relying on the attachment of n 


And perhaps theſe hopes would have hed 
& realiſed, had I been willing blindly t 
ce cloſe with the projects of this gener 
% who had every thing in his diſpoſal, | 


& attacked him vigorouſly, performed pb 
« digies of valour, yet ſeldom came off cu 
% querors. Some malignant deity ſcemdl 
te to reign over our fate, and to nul 
& victory from our hands, even at the m 
« ment we thought it ſecure. I 

- Our ill ſucceſs was aſcribed to the 
te cret crimes of the king; and the genti 
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ſcemed to countenance ſuch ſeditious diſ- 
courſe, I bad good reaſon before to 
ſuſpe&, that Gara endeavoured to defeat 
the deſigns of his maſter by ſecretly fa- 
| youring the enemy. My tuſpicion wWas 
converted into certainty, when be diſ- 
cloſed to me the hatred he bore the king, 
and attempted to detach me from his in- 
ereſt, He was the eldeſt ſon of old Ni- 
cholas Gara, whom Sigiſmond had for- 
merly beheaded. He therefore breathed 
nothing but vengeance againſt the mur- 
derer of his father; nor could Sigiſmond 


deceaſed, the ſupreme power over the 
amy, and to the other, Andrew Gara, 


ſence, Bur the principal feature; in Si- 
giſmond's character are openneſs, magna- 


ing thereby to render them his friends. 
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have been guilty of a greater imprudence, - 
than to commit to one of the ſons of the 


the regency of the realm during his ab- 


nmity, and imprudence, He delights | 
to make reparation for his faults, and he 
loaded his enemies' with honours, think- 
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"9 army. As it was, however, but a peril 


. 
MF © 


»%.£% 


66 The ill intentions of the general becang 
< to me daily more evident. J loved th 
cc king with all my foul; 3, and I ſhe 
46 Gara, without diſguiſe, the horror | fc 
ce at his propoſal to aſſiſt him i in dethroning 
ce his maſter. Had not my youth and its 
cc experience blinded me, 1 had, at the 
46 commencement of our acguaintanee {uf- 
60 ficient reaſons to ſuſpect his integrity, 
90 Was i it not he, who had formerly dared, 
to juſtify Wincellaus for his execrable, 
ce murder of the principal inhabitants 4 
40 Prague! . | 

"OF concealed not from Gara the op 
6 nion I conceived of him. My linceriy, 
diſpleaſed him; he grew cool towards me: 
ce imputed to me imaginary faults ; ceaſed, 
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4c on me n inferior to "them and 4 
1 length I received permiſſion to quit i te, 


« ſjon, not an order, I paid no regard to 1h, 
2 obooking rather to ſerye my king in ti 
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"captty of a common ſoldier, 2 co- 
witdly to leave him 1 in the hands of his 
enemies. Heavens! how much did I 
iſto inform him of the perfidy that 
W was hatching againſt | him! ! But 2 was it 

to be done? All his ſteps, as well as mine, 
were watched; he had alſo been prej u- 
diced againſt me; and it was impodible 
for me fo ſpeak” to him in private. 

« Meanwhile 1 wall ever retain the | 
pleaſing” rememBrance of having, had it 
in my power” to, render him 'A — ſer- 
vice, before my deſtiny ſeparated me 
from him. According t to cuſtom, we had 
fobght bravely agaipft the infidels, with- 
W out obtaining the victory. To loſe the bat- 
tle was navoidable, for ſo 1 It pleaſed Ni- 5 
cholas Gara. The duke of Burgundy had 
alteady fallen into the hands of the Tui ks, 
and a ſimilar fate threatened the king. 
His attendants' had deſerted him, and 
left him engagell in Bagle combat with 
the valiant Achmet, who was far his ſu- 
perior. I had — orders from the 
„ 
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ac? general to retire, and repair to anothe 
| «© poſt. But I was deaf to his command 
4 collected twenty loyal Hungarians, and 
_ extricated Sigiſmond from bis periloy 


T 


45 ſituation, Is 

« How did 1 regret, that 1 was oblige 
| ac almoſt the ſame inſtant to quit him! Bu 
| 4c love called me, and I was unable to reſſ 
= 4c the ſummons. | i The danger you ran, 
1 & dear Ida. had reached my ears: I felt the 
* neceſfity of ſaving you, and the attach. 
« ment I bore my king yielded to the more 
« powerful ſentiment , with which you hat 
2 inſpired me, I left Sigiſmond, howeve; 
« in the protection of ſuch faithſul ſub 
4 jects that no one durſt openly attempt. 
« any thing againſt his perſon. I would 
« have taken this opportunity of informing 
« him of the ſnares. that were ſpread fo 
60 bim, had he been capable of liſtening v 
« me; but he was grievouſly wounded, and 
1 « had a conũderable fever, which affedel 
« his brain. In conſequence I charged bi 
50 loyal attendants to communicate to bim 
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hat I could not, and with ſpeed I repair- 
66 ed to you : 133 to you, whom 1 knew to 
« be threatened by the puileſs arm of the 
& ſecret tribunal. 

„May I aſk,” ſaid the princeſs, inter- 
upting him, “ how, at ſo great a diſtance, 
you heard of my misfortune ?*? | 
t is a circumſtance I do not yet fully 
underſtand | myſelf : however, I will ex- 
plain it to you as well as I can, You, 
* doubtleſs, remember old Andrew, whom 
{ Munſter gave me for my eſquire, on my 


departure from Prague ?” ; 
1 Certainly 1 do, There were more 
b * perſons than one in our houſe who re- 
wy joiced at the circumſtance, as it freed 
uy them from the inſpection of a vigilant 
A ſpy, whom nothing eſcaped, Me, you 
* aſſuredly will not rank in the number of 
a the perſons who hated him: on. the con- 
ed wary,” I eſteemed him for his fidelity ; - 
15 though, I confeſs, his ſimplicity was fo 
. lingularly contraſted with traits of appar 
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rent art and cunning, which ſometimes. 
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* eſcaped him from want of attention \tha 

«] was at 2 loſs what to think of him? 

1 made wyſelf preciſely the ſame i 

mark on his conduct, and he Save me, 

* thouſand occaſions for. repeating then 

8 Vou ſhall hear by hat extragrding 
| « means he became the primary cauſe d 
| * my ſudden appearance before you, an 
« if I may be permitted fo to ſay, of you 
10 geliverance. 
6 We were arming for TY the y 
bes on which, as [ have juſt mentioned 1 
« you, 1 had the happineſs to ſave. the li 
6 of gr ob Andrew, WhO compral 
* in ſpite of his age, yielded not in coup 
« 1 TRenl to the 10 ks 


dds} ; 


« £v 3 £ 


” 5 be, the road x we are abouri to ) ok 
60 may lead to the tomb. It is poſſible 
F 1 way fall, and where. can l die better iin 
= * ein the field of honour ? But in caſe 4 
15 ſhould happen, I ought to inform youd 
" ſomething 1 which it imports you to. Kao 


f $\ 1345 ; 


« When the battle! is over, n not hay we 
d jn this country; I have a prefentimenr, 
W « that things 'do not © 80 ſo well as they 
00 ought | in the 'houſe of my old, "maſter. 
The life c of a perſon Who! 1s not indifferent 
to you is in danger.” i looked at him 
e ſteadily, and alked the reaſon of his ap- 
% prehenfiohs : : but be. refuſed | to explain 
«himſelf more Clearly, reſuined his wonted 
« air of fi mplicity, and attributed what he 
« had fatd to ſome melancholy dream. 

& Though I 'was never weak enough, to 
have faith in Tuch things, I yet was a little 
1 diſturbed at What he faid, and 1 ppt to 
1 him freſh"q veſtions. 8 1 us drop the 
1 ſubject 0 cb. 'preſenr, replied Nndrew: 
«© Ge Have now fo "mect the enemy : TfI 
be never return, you know enough : : if Ido, 
« You W. Wh know more. 


. SG ale 
« The attack commenced. Andrew 


I directed him to be carried out. of. the 
. * throng,” that his wounds: might b be dreſſed. 

* The principal events of the battle 1 have 
C 4 
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cc abs related ; but I have not told yay 
| „ that the firſt news I heard, after quitiig 
* the tent of Sigiſmond, was the death g 
poor Andrew. His comrade, who came 
te acquaint me with it, told me, that 28. 
& was dying, he ſpoke of a certain lady d 
te the name of Ida, and charged bim g 
«© tell me to haſten to her ſuccour, as f 
ce was in danger of periſhing by the ſecre 
« tribunal. At the ſame time he delirend 
e me a billet, which the dying man hu 
e taken from his boſom, and directed hin 
66 togive me, as it would inform me of the 
| « time I had for my journey, and the plac 
« where you would be found. You my 
« eaſily conceive the eagerneſs with whid 

J ſet off, without ſtaying for fuither it 

50 telligence. 

6 did not reflect on the circumflanc 

* of this ſtrange adventure till afterwx 
'« when I was led to believe Andrew to hat 
© belonged to that formidable ſociety, le 

| 1 members of which, ſpread over the cath 
| & are informed, almoſt in the twinkling 
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33 
« an eye, of what paſſes in the moſt diſtant 
« parts of their inviſible empire, as if they 
| « were connected together by ſome magic 
« chain, You have ſeen how numerous are 
& the judges and aſſociates of this tribunal; 
« and I have reaſon to believe, that it has 
more adherents : among the people, than 
among the nobility. Thoſe of the 
« former claſs conſtitute the links of that 
* immenſe chain, the ſecret wheels of that 
« fearful engine; with the thouſand eyes of 
* which the SEERS; as they call themſelves, 
% obtain knowledge of every thing that is 
4 done, and diſcover myſteries that ſeem 
* impenetrable. 1 doubt not but Andrew 
6 was one of the aſſociates of this claſs ; 
but his attachment to the family of his 
* ancient maſter, led him, as fir as he could, 
* to overſtep the limits of that religious 


0 Hence to which he was ; bound by his 
Wein 1109495207 02 gon 


n Liravelled on, without well Wiewing 
* 1n what conſiſted the danger that threaten- 
*.ed you, and conſequently what was to be 
5 


/ | 1 


= HERMAN 


— 


done to extricate you from it. Dun 
5 my journey, nothing was talked of by 
e your adyenture. In every town and vi 
6 lage I fa ſtuck up again tbe buildjng 
'* an invitation to undertake your defence 
«© and I ſoon learpt the conduct I hag y 


. purſue. There were two days till to in 


5c teryene between the time of my, arrival 
and that of your trial. Theſe I ſpent in 
the manner pointed out to me by a mu 
of the name of Walter, with whom chan 


©. brought me acqusinted. I vonld he 


* waited on you at your convent, but ke 
« difluaded.me, ſaying, that no one was 
mitted tg defend a perfon accuſed befor 
the ſecret tribunal, unleſs, be. could prove, 
% that there, had not been, the moſt diſtant 
connec; ion between; him and; the par? 


for the ſpace of a year. By Walter] us 


% fyrtber informed, tbat you had nobod 


to accompany you to the appointed place 


* hither the ſtranger came to fetch you; 
. 09> as it was forbidden me to offer you 
hand, 1 dunn myſelf on the wal 
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Þ you were to take, that [ might ſecretly 
witch over and protect you from. inſalt, 
Wi 1 av you pals, accompanied by the "nuns, 
and if any thing coul have augmented 
the opinion 1 had formed of you, it muſt 
& hive been the venerable attendance of 
u thoſe pious maidens, who, by the atten» 
tion they paid you, ſhowed in a firiking 
manner their perſuaſi on of your inno- 
« cence; ind I hade alſo. lince learnt, that 
this procedure of the mans. m de no 
{mall impreſſion on your judges.” | 
« And yet,” ſaid Ida, interrupting bim, 
my eloquent defender. was refuſed a bear- 
ing. Matters were ca ii icd to far, that he 
vas arreſted as 3 criminal, which, I ſup- 
poſed, would render my jultiflcation | im- 
f poſſible. I could not 111 port the cruel. 
idea; Iſwooned at that dreadtul moment; 
and even . when I think of 
1 
«Who can explain all the wanceuvtes 
of people who are themſelves a miſtery . 


d Herman to the penſiye and 406d 
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143. % For my part, Lanny and, erg 
60 if I could, I till ſhould not dare. Whilt 
re. you were inſenfible, you were can 
' £ away, and the perſon who brought YOU tg 
ce the tribunal ſet you down at the place 
where he had received you from the hand 
ce of the nuns: I know, however, that h 
ce ſecretly watched over your ſafety, l 
the mean time I was interrogated, and iſs: 
« treated with rigour. I had ſaid, that ju 
ce were the daughter of a prince, and I wy Wi: 
46 required to prove it. Of the fact 1 hi 
e na farther certainty than the aſſertion c 
&« Mrs, Munſter. The chief of the triby. Wi 
* nal then roſe, drew near to me, and, 1 
* a tone of voice that betrayed the greatell Wi 
i emotion, put to me queſtions, which | 
e knew not how to anſwer. I had bees 
T ſtripped, as is cuſtomary on ſuch oc 
« fions, and conducted before the judges 

« with my head and feet bare, and my 

„ body wrapped round with woollen cloth, 

40 My cloaths had been examined, and the 

4 chain vou formerly gave me was in tit 
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« hands of the preſident. This chain was 
&© one principal ſubject of his queſtions. 
„ Ne aſked, Howl came by it: If I knew 
« count Everard of Wirtemberg, whoſe 
« portrait was faſtened to it: if I had not 
« received with it a ring alſo: If 1 knew 
« the party accuſed: if I had ever obſerved 
© on her left hand a ſmall mark, reſem- 
bling a croſs: and if I could not gueſs 
the name of the prince whoſe daughter 
* ſhe was? All theſe queſtions I anſwered 
* briefly and ingenuouſly; as well as many 
others, particularly the following: Why 
* I defended you with ſo much warmth : 
* whether I loved you: whether I had any 
hopes: whether I had ſpoken .to you 
lately, &c.“ At length 1 was fet at liberty, 
* and my cloaths were returned ; but they 
kept the precious jewel which I received 
* from your hand, and which, according 
to appearance, was the token by which: 
you were known. 74 ö 
| © 1 was ordered not to quit the city, 
and to appear again the moment I ſhould 
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0 be cited, This, however, Bas not tale 
6e place; and I have juſt learnt, in a wy 
* which I am not at liberty to diſcluſ, 
« that laſt night the ſecret tribunal ng 
ct once more on your affair, when the chi 
& aroſe from his throne, and anſwered foi 
e your innocenee, on his terrible on, 
&« after which you were formally acquiitel 
& of every accuſation. 

© On the other hand, I was this morn 
« ing ſent for by the count of Wittembetz 
ho gave me à very flattering reception, 
& informed me, that the young perſon | bad 
ct ſo ably defended, was diſcovered to be 
„ his daughter, and, in recompence of tie 
« ſervice I had rendered him, offered me 
e preſent that did honor to his generoſity, 
Bur, alas! the words that accompanied i 
4 were far from being equally generous, 

« © am not ferpriſed,” ſaid he, *ﬆt 
40 your having loved the charming Ida Mur. 


« ſter: it was natural, and fuitable to your 


ce ſtation. 1 hope; however, that you vil 
«- henceforth ceaſe to think of a perſon, 


W: whom fortune has raiſed ſo eminently 
q above you, and with whom it is impoſſi- 
ble you ſhould have the flighteſt inter- 
& courſe? particularly as you are of the fa- 
$« mily of Unna, and confequently related 
© to him who attacked count Everard at 
& Wiſbaden.'—The anſwer I made your 
proud father, was diftated by the rage 
that poſſeſſed me. We parted highly 
difpleaſed with each other. He ſent me 
his humiliating preſent, which I inſtantly 
returned. In no caſe would I have ac- 
cepted a reward for ſaving; your life, and 
much leſs in this.” 
Herman had riſen from his ſeat, and 
3 walking with haſty ſtrides backwards 
d-forwards in the balcony. Ida perceiv- 
bon much he was offended; the was her- 
E!! allo extremely agitated, if not by anger, 
leaſt by ſecret diſſatisfaction, which pre- 
Ned her ſpeaking, leſt ſhe ſhould. betray 
e ſentiments ſhe felt. 
„Sir,“ ſaid: ſhe at length, with a trem- 
ng voice, „I imagine you have finiſhed 
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the recital of your adventures: day js 

© the point of appearing z. we tnuſt par, 
and you have not yet informed me of th 

e motive of your viſit You faid, that in 

© had to tell me of a danger with ai 

© was threatened, or. .. 

Oh Ida!“ cried Herman, apProachiny 
her, with an accent of the: moſt endearing 
- tenderneſs: + Do you perceive no dang 
in what IL have relaten? If there be oj 
to you, to me at leaſt there is that d u 
.< eternal ſeparation, And 15. the fate g 
* him to whom you .. ; + is the fate d 
& Herman become ſo indiffe:ent to you! 
&« Meanwhile,” continued he, whilſt la 
timidly drew back fromm him, * this 
not all I have to tell you: hear whaths 
4e happened to me to-day, and judge wit 
you have to do. | 
When I quitted the” count, your i 
« ther, though he deſcrves not the appth 
« lation, 1 met the boneft Munſt r. Als! 
« he too has treated me with ſeverity, c 

% would to heaven you were {till l 
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daughter! 'I related to him what had paſ- 
« ſed between me and him, of whom my 
lips wiſh not to pronounce the name; 
& and I was deſirous alſo of giving him an 
« gccount of what had previouſly happened 
« to me, but he appeared to be in a great 
& meaſure already acquainted with it. At 
u length he took me home with him, and 
« ſatisfied all my queſtions concerning you, 
& 25 far as was in his power. His ſole mo- 
& tive for quitting you ſo haſtily at the con- 
vent, was to go in queſt of me, to demand 
e the chain, which you informed him was 
* in my poſſeſſion, and which was neceſſa- 
« ry to prove your birth. But ſoon relin- 
„ quiſhing this "deſign, the execution of 
* which would have required too much 
time, he formed another project for your 
* deliverance, -1 cannot ſay, with certainty, 
* what this project was, as he did not fully 
* explain himſelf on the ſubject. As far, 
however, as I can judge from appearances, 
* it is probable he took ſome ſteps to be 


admitted into the number of aſſociates of 
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© the ſecret tribunal,” as he had heard, ih 
„ an oath taken by a free judge, in affirm, 
tion of the innocence of a perſon accu 
"« as ſufficient for his acquictal. Motte 
ewas little: aware of the difficulty of bit 
ee admitted a member of this terrible triby 
. nal; that it was previoufly neceſſat 
ee be put to the probf, and to fill inen 
<« ſtattons, befote he could arrive to i 
c influence in it: and this required tim 
d hereas your fituation demanded th 
46 moſt ſpeedy ſuccour. But as he hi 
e taken the firſt ſteps, he could nor be pe 
emitted to tetract, and was kept in tor 
tefjnement — Unable, therefore, to ſcc 
Mc any means of Helwering his dear Ida, it 
ec 1fgurid himſelf obliged to àbandon b 
e Providence her fate. 
* yt this juncture J arrived. He ku 
de that I was here, yet Was not at liberty t 
* ſpeak to me. I declared to the judg 
« what I had heard of your birth. He, vil 
'« had hitherto paſſed for your father, i 
i66 interrogated on the ſubject, and obliged 1 
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appear before the count of Wirtemberg, 
ho, in all appearance, is the chief 6f 
© the ſecret tribunal in this diſtrict; for I 
perfectly tecollect his-yoice and gait, in 
© ſpite of his diſguiſe, 

«The anſwers of Munſter removed 
i eytry doubt reſpecting your birth; and 
the caunt was ſo firmly convinced of the 
innocence of his daughter, that he heſi- 
tated; not.an inſtant to make himſelf re- 
* ſpanfible for it. What has ſince been 
executed, was then reſolved on, and you 
were ſet free. The greater part of this 
account I have received . a perſon 
bom 1. dare not name, tor the diſcourſes 
of the reſetved Munſter turned chiefly on 
che pceeſſity of renouncing you, and the 
unpoſſibility of my attachment ever be- 
ing crowned with ſucceſs. 

Lou know,?* ſaid he, the obſerva- 
tions I ofcen made on the ſubject, when 
you believed me tobe the father of Ida: 
you would not then give credit to them, 
yet now you-mult be convinced they Were 
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«well-founded, I will not enquire yg 

ether a princeſs of Wirtemberg be tooch 

ee vated a match for you: but you cant 

ci conceal from yourſelf the determined 

oy mity of count Everard to your nouſ, 

Though you took no part in the affaire 

« Wiſbaden, he will never forgive you, fy 

the crimes of your relations. Beſide, h 

, has other views for his daughter. A 
“ has little hope himſelf of attaining tt 

e firſt dignity in the empire, he wiſhesx 

« leaſt to be allied to him to whom it 

% probably deſtined. Now it is general 

« ſuppoſed, that duke Frederick of Brut 

% wick, will one day aſcend the throned 
Bohemia; and him therefore has cout 

| % Everard choſen for his 'ſon-in-law,s 
Death lately deprived the count of 1 

| © daughter, whoſe hand had been promilet 
to the duke; it will, therefore, he thinks 

„ be eaſy to ſubſtitute. Ida in her place; 

| 2 c and as Ida is far ſuperior in beauty, the 
c execution of this ſcheme appears to hin 

| w certain. After this, Would you prevell 
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the happineſs of her you love? Would 
you take from her the proſpect of — 
ing the firſt diadem | in the world ?? 
« | will. not, repeat, to you the anſwer: I 
made: it is of little importance. But 
permit me, madam, to, aſk. you oĩe 
queſtion : Are you inclined to give your 
hand to a prince, who knows you not? 
To a man, Who, ſhould he prefer you, 
xill be determined only by reaſons of 
fete? To a man, who having placed 
elle here his affections, deſpiſed and 
treated wich neglect your ſiſter, whoſe 
hand was offered to him, and probably 
cauſed her to die of grief? [Toa man, in 
fort, who, if dazzled; by your. charms, | 
though he may experience for you fenti- 
ments more tender than thoſe with which 
ſhe inſpired him, will not fail to 8 
nivals, ho \ TPP TEAS " 5 
Redoubled wake at the. door of Ida 55 
der interrupted tbe converſation of: 
two. lovers, and alarmed them ex- 
nely,, The, princeſs haſtily ruſhed: from 
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the balcony, and ran to the door. Heavy! 
it Was / her father. 
« What!” ſaid he, with a look of ab. WW 
niſhment: * ſo early! om 
e and dreſſed already! 
« My father, I am... I ama 
cc tomed to riſe early.“ 
« You were in the baleony. Where 
« your women? | You! were talking: ar 
c you alſo accuſtomed to talk to yourſeſ 
Theſe queſtions threw Ida into the ind 
cruel: perplexity; ſhe knew not what ft 
ought to fay; and had her father put to he 
a fingle queſtion more, he would have learn 
all that, under the preſent circumſtance 
it was ſo important to conceal from him, 
But fortunately, too eager to continue cool 
this examination, he flew to the balcony, 
Finding no one there, he returned perfect 
calm, and begged the trembling Ida, wit 
durſt not yet look up to him, no more t0 
expoſe herſelf to the chill morning air, and 
ſtill jeſs to the tongue of calumny, by talk 
ing to herſelf, as ſne had done- It 


dof 


OF. UNNA,, | 47 


little ſleep you have taken,” added he, 
has made you pale; you have deranged 
Iny projects; I intended to- day to have 

preſented you at court, but. I pereeive 
that you muſt have another * to re- 
over yourſelf.“ 

then embraced her ended, and 
ped her to go to bed again, as the ſun 
ſcarcely riſen, and ſhe had l. of 
bole, _ 


48 HERMAN 
- | th 0 * 
CHAPTER. III. 


SATISFIED at being ſo happily extr. 
cated from the auk ward ſituation in which 
ſhe found herſelf, Ida ran to the balcony, 
to ſee what was become of Herman, He 
had "diſappeared. She could form 
conjecture, but he had ventured to ley 
from it into the garden, to eſcape the 
count, whoſe voice he no doubt heard, 
She looked down: all was quiet and motion- 
leſs, except that, at a diſtance, ſhe perctivel 
acentinel parading backwards and forwards 
which rendered her uneaſy about the eſcape 
of her lover, and the injury her reputation 
might ſuffer. © Alas!” ſaid ſhe, with a 
figh, © muſt the great every where bart 
cc vitneſſes of their moſt ſecret ation! 
« And can they never be permitted to 0 
% any thing without being obſerved, ori 
« leaſt without being under conſtrant! 
« How preferable was the peaceful lik | 
« led in the houſe of Munſter, to the i 
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+ miliating confinement in which it appears 
„ am to be held here; a confinement. 
b even greater than what I experienced at 
i the court of the empreſs !?? 
Ida willingly followed the advice of her 
Fither, in retiring to bed; for ſhe had need 
f repoſe : but the reflections that occupied 
er mind, totally prevented her from ſleep- 
Ins, Having remained ſome time in bed 
0 no purpoſe, ſhe at length reſolved to riſe 
and call her women. That day ſhe re- 
jved no vifit : the count of Wirtemberg 
dimſelf came to ſee her but for a moment. 
She was melancholy and dejected, and durſt 
ot compare her preſent ſituation with that 
he had quitted, leſt ſhe ſhould find the 
compariſon too unfavourable to the former. 
The fole circumſtances from which ſhe de- 
ved conſolation, were the thought of the 
langer ſhe had juſt eſcaped, and her pre- 
ſent ſeeurity ; the ſhame and diſgrace to 
which ſhe had been expoſed, and her 1nno. 
ence now acknowledged : her heart then. 
papitated with joy and gratitude to Heaven, 
Vol. II. D 
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and the perſon, whom next to Heaven fy 
conſidered as her ſaviour. The narrajn 
of Herman afforded her matter for freſh g; 
flections; and theſe were inſenſibly reply, 
ed by the tender remembrance of the en, 
preſs, to whom ſhe was next day to be Dre 
ſented. To behold Sophia, to ſee her agii 
after being completely juſtified, to rear 
what ſhe had ſuffered for love of her, a 
to humble her enemies by the luſtre of be 
innocence and her rank, formed ſuch a pro 
ſpect, that Ida muſt have been more tha 
woman, nay, more than mortal, to hay 
been indifferent to its enjoyment. 
The wiſhed-for day appeared. Ida ma 
dreſſed in a manner ſuitable to her rank 
She was naturally beautiful; and the ins 
preflion of her late ſorrow, which was jt 
not entirely obliterated, ſerved but to tc 
der her more intereſting. 
Count Everard had acquainted the em- 
preſs with his intention of preſenting to he 
, his daughter. The princeſs of Ratibor vs 
accordingly deputed to fetch ihe yourg 
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princels of Wirtemberg, in Sophia's Nas 
coach, and to aſſure her of the impatience 
ich which ſhe expected her. Who has 
not ſeen, who does not know, how brazen 
the forehead of an experienced courtier ? 
he princeſs of Ratibor felt no embarraſl- 
ment from the commiſſion with which ſhe 
vas charged to her, whom ſhe had fo cruel- 
(Ws injured : and the ſole vengeance that the 
be- minded Ida took of the impudence, 
„nich ſhe pretended to participate in 
er unexpected happineſs, was a look of diſ- 
we WWWainful pity, which ſhe caſt on her enemy. 

The count, however, was not equally 
ws orbearing. The character of envoy from 
nk e empreſs, in which the princeſs of Rati- 
mor appeared, had ſome reſtraint upon him; 
jet ot he ſaid enough to remind her of the in- 
ler mons part ſhe had acted with regard to his 

aughter; and the princeſs of Ratibor, for 
em. Ie firſt time in her life, habituated as 
de was to diſſimulation, knew not how 
vo act. ys 
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The princeſs of Wirtemberg was recen 
in the empreſs's anti- chamber by the du 
of Bavaria. He embraced her, and may 
anapologyfor having been ſo ſlow in perecy. 
ing her innocence. The great have the pj 
vilege, or at leaſt fancy they have the prin 
lege of making reparation for every injuy 
by a few civil expreſſions. But Ida pai 
little attention to what was ſaid by the duke, 
for her heart was on the wing to meet $. 
Pia, who, ſtill ſomewhat feeble from he 
illneſs, was fitting at the farther end of the 
chamber, and, attempting to riſe, held out 
her arms to her young friend. 

The daughter of the count threw herkl 
at her feet. —-** Pure, ſpotleſs ſoul !” crib 
the empreſs, preſſing her to her boſom: 
% bow much haſt thou ſuffered for the low 
of me! how baſt thou ſupported it? vs 
e to thoſe who availed themſelves of uf 
ce weak ſtate, to ſeek the ruin of my belt an 
«. deareſt friend.“ 

Ida bathed the knees of her ſovereigl 
with her tears, * Riſe,” ſaid Sophia, fit 
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« that poſture becomes only your perſecu- 
tors. How I regret, that they are in reali- 
u ty forced to pay to your rank that reſpect 

« which they owe to your innocence ; how 
« ] regret, that you are no longer Ida Mun- 
« ſter, that I might raiſe you to the height 
« of my wiſhes! Why has fortune done 
« what I could fo ardently have deſired to 
« do for you myſelf!” 

Joy rendered Sophia eloquent, while it 
bereft Ida of words; probably becauſe ſhe 
elt it more forcibly than the empreſs, In 
fat, few perſons were capable of loving like 
her; and the lively remembrance of her 
misfortunes, and her glorious deliverance, 
ontributed, perhaps, till fartherto heighten 
the intenſity of her feelings, 1 

The empreſs ordered all the ladies of the 
court to embrace the princeſs of Wirtem- 
berg. The princeſs of Ratibor and her 
daughter, whoſe yellow and livid viſages be- 
azed the envy that inwardly gnawed their 


teig bearts, preſented themſelves foremoſt ; the 
riſe: ret followed with an air of ſomewhat lefs 
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then tcok place, between them, all the rect 
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conſtraint ; nor was there one who did ny 
aſſure the charming Ida, that ſhe had obtzj. 
ed nothing more than ſhe merited, and that, 
the day they firft beheld her, they could nx 
help confeſſing, that ſhe was worthy of, 2d 
would do honour to the moſt elevated ran; 

Sophia, who was not ignorant of thei 
jealouſies and ſecret perſecutions, ſmile 
with an air of diſdain, and bade them retire 
as ſhe wiſhed to be alone with the duke of 
Bavaria, count Everard, and his daughter, 

Our manuſcript does not inform us what 
ſubject engaged the attention of theſe fou 
perſonages; but it ſays that the converſation 
did not become truly intereſting till Sophia 
and Ida were left by themſelves ; and tha 


procal endearments, all the tender ettuſion 
uſually felt by two hearts formed for ea 
other, when, having been ſeparated by mil 
fortune, they find themſelves happily . 
united. Ida remarked too, though Sophii 
would not acquieſce in the truth of the cb 
ſervation, that her friend opened her heat 
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"th much leſs referve to the princeſs of 
Wirtemberg, than to the humble Ida Mun- 
ſer, a diſcovery which it is not poſſible for 
us to ſay whether it afforded her greater 
pain Or pleaſure. 

Certain however it is, that this renewal © 
of friendſhip ſo tranſported the new prin- 
beef, that ſhe heſitated not, in her turn, to 

{cloſe her inmoſt thoughts to Sophia; 
nor was even her love for Herman, or the 
ate nofturnal viſit he had paid her, omitted: 
ſhe allowed herſelf only a few alterations 
and curtailments, as there were circum-— 
Iſtances in the caſe that related not to her- 
ſelf alone, and which ſhe knew not how 
hey might be received. 

Sophia promiſed to favour, with all her 
influence, her friend's attachment to Her- 
man. Obliged to become the wife of 
Winceſlaus, ſhe had perhaps frequently la- 
mented that ſhe had not herſelf eojoyed the 
liberty of chuſing a huſband ; it may be 
preſumed, therefore, that ſhe meant to 
Keep her word, and chat ſhe was anxious to 

D 4 


55 | HERMAN 


deviſe the ſureſt means of arriving at h 
deſired end. 

Ida's aſcendency over the empreſs yy 
vnbounded, and ſhe could do with her x 
ſhe pleaſed. By her recommendation Muy 
ſter was called to court, and loaded vi 
tavours: a circumſtance by no means u 
wondered at, when we conſider the gratefi 
and feeling heart of her who had ſo lay 
thought herſelf his daughter, and which w 
ſhould ſcarcely have mentioned, had it ng 
led to a recital which we ſhall no longs 
detain from the reader. Sophia was as ct 
rious as perhaps he may be, to hear tht 
hiſtory of the infancy of her friend, and 
the manner in which ſhe had been take 
from her parents; and one day, theretore 
when Munſter found himſelf alone with 
Ida and the empreſs, they requeſted him to 
relate the particulars of this hiſtory, 2 .. 
queſt with which he complied, as will be 
ſeen in the following chapter. 


OF UNNA. 
CHAPTER IV. 
HISTORY OF - THE INFANCY OF IDA. 


« 0 PRINCESS,” ſaid Munſter, after 
"me moments of reflection, „what a taſk. 
do you impoſe upon a man who values {0 
highly your affection, and the favour of 
the empreſs ! You require me to confeſs 
faults that will perhaps ruin me in your 
eſteem, They have plunged you into 
n abyſs of misfortune, and have no 
other excuſe but my blind regard for a 
woman, who, beautiful as Eve, might 
well ſeduce to evil a frail child of Adam, 
You, Ida, know her whom you believed 
to de your mother, and can judge, from 
what ſhe is now, how beautiful ſhe muſt 
* have been at four-and-twenty, I loved 
* her; but the difference of our conditions 
rendered my happineſs next to impoſ- 
ible, I was one of the principal officers: 
ok the count of Wirtemberg, and Maria. 
Ds, 
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< was a vaſſal. Become at fo early an ; 
* a widow, the death of her huſband 2 
« of her only child, an infant at the biet 
« excited compaſſion, and ſhe was rakn 
« into the ſervice. of the counteſs, as ti 
* nurſe of her daughter. Ida was but 
« few weeks old when ker mother died. 
Maria, before the death of her miſtck 
© had been promiſed her liberty, and th 
« office of nurſe to the young princelscin 
de ing her a farther claim to the Favour, in It 
« creaſed the hopes of my love. 
Unfortunately the welfare of their ds 
e pendants is generally deemed of too ti 
« vial importance to merit the attention d 
« princes. A fingle word would have mad 
ce two human beings happy, and fixed i. 
« delible impreſſions of gratitude in on 
ee hearts: but that word was with-held, | 
© was ſent to a diſtance from the »lact 
& where the object of my wiſhes refided; 
« and ſhe was treated with a ſeverity tis 
«© excited in her. breaſt feelings of batte, 
« and urged her to a ſtep, which, bad fi 
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not been provoked by ill- treatment, ſhe 
would never have taken. 

« The charming little Ida, admired by 
every body, and adored by her nurſe, 
was ſcarcely two years old, when the de- 
ceaſed counteſs of Wirtemberg was alrea- 
dy forgotten, and the count had choſen, 
f fill her place, a young woman whole 
beauty and rank were her only preten- 
ions. 

« Her ſentiments were ſufficiently unge 
perous to ſeparate from the title of wife 
of count Everard, that of mother to his 
children. She loved, or at leaſt pretend- 
ted to love the firſt, while the others ſhe 
 deteſted, Maria, who contrived ſome- 
times the means of writing to me by 
ſtealth, acquainted me with the evil pro- 
ceedings of this ſtep- mother. The ſons. 
F of her huſband, who began to grow up, 
were ſent to the army, equipped in a 
manner unſuitable” to their rank. No 
EF attention was paid to their youth and in- 
experience, which demanded ſome indul- 
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e edneſs of the ſtep- mother, this accident 


60 HERMAN 


* gence. His daughters were ſaamefyy 
&* obtruded upon inferior princes, who ng, 
* ried them ſolely from the confiderating 
* their birth. It was evidently the inte, 
« tion of the new counteſs to encreaſe hy 
« fortune at the expence of the children i 
e her huſband. The youngeſt but one o 
© theſe children died for want of care, an 
& Maria did not fail to impute, to the wick 


& well as the ill health of Ida, whom, ſhe al. 
« ſerted, it was the wiſh of the counteſs pri 
ee yately to get rid of: accuſations perhay 
totally devoid of proof, and which nothing 
but the infatuation of love could have in 
© duced me to credit. 

«© One day I was invited by Malia 10 
© repair ſecretly to the count's, in order t 
« adviſe with her about the means of ſaving 
ee her little favourite, and removing the ov 
« ſtacles that oppoſed themſelves to o 
% union. The latter became daily more 
« difficult, from the feverity of the countels 
« who continually protracted the emancip® 
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« tion of Maria, and, at laſt, abſolutely re- 
« fuſed to conſent to ĩt. | 
« The letter which ſhe ſent me was 
« dated at Wiſbaden, where the count then 
« reſided with his court. He had retired 
« thither, after the long, and, in ſome re- 
. ſpects, unfortunate war he had waged with 
« the imperial cities, in order to enjoy a lit- 
« tle repoſe. As J had poſitive orders from 
[« my maſter not to quit the place where 1 
« was ſtationed, it was neceſſary that my 
« arrival ſhould be concealed; fo that we 
could meet only at night, when we had no 
other witneſs than the little Ida, who, 
& ſince the pregnancy of her ſtep-mother, 
« was leſs noticed than ever. She was kept 
* ſnut up like a priſoner, with her nurſe, 
*in a remote apartment, where they were 
* frequently ſuffered to be in want almoſt 
* of the neceſſaries of life. 
Our ſeeret converfations were not 
* ſolely oecupied by the unfortunate cir- 
F< cumſtances of our attachment. The deſ- 
tiny of Ida was much more alarming to 


% Maria than her own. * Munſter) j 
« ſhe, you muſt not flatter yourſelf that! 
* will ever aſſent to any project for oy 
& union, till this infint is in ſafety, You 
© muſt either ſave us both, or renounce me 
„ for ever.” Poor little innocent, added 
« ſhe, preſſing Ida to her boſom, who vn 
« aſleep in her arms; * ſhall I abandn 
« thee ! ſhall I leave thee in the hands d 
© thy ſtep- mother! ſhall I ſuffer the feehk 
« {park of life that remains in thee to he 
« extingutſhed by negle&t. Look, ny 
% friend, at this pale and emaciated couns 
«© tenance ! Who would ſuppoſe it to be 
« the little cherub, the once roſy and 
„ healthful Ida? And yet the eats nothing 
« that I do not prepare with my own hands, 
4 No doubt, the air we breathe in this plate 
« is empoiſoned. I dread the very looks 
« of this abominable eounteſs, leſt the 
te ſhould wither this delicate flower. It i 
C true that, at preſent, ſhe avoids the child; 

e but ſhould ſhe ſeek her, I ſhould ſhuddæ 
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at her perfidious carefles, thinking every 
embrace was intended to ftifle her.” 
Love and miſtruſt ſharpened the feel- 
eings of Maria. Every day ſhe fancied 
u that ſhe diſcovered new proofs of the 


1 WT counteſs's cruelty, and maintained, that 
ohen ſhe became a mother, things would 
on WW be worſe ; that the count would feel him- 
elt less intereſted than at preſent for the 
bl fate of his daughter, and that ſhe wou'd 


& indubitably be facrificed to the opens 
6 of her ſtep- mother. 

© It was eaſy to divine what were Maria's 
intentions, She wiſhed that, by ſome 
daring attempt, I ſhould procure her 
her liberty, and fave the princeſs from the 
danger that 1mpended over her, by taking 
# her with us. On theſe conditions alone 
would ſhe give me her hand. I loved the 
e little Ida, but I could not reſolve to ſteal 
her from her father, and thus deprive 
her of the rights of her birth. Things 
did not appear ſo deſperate as Maria had 
repreſented. I attributed part of her ap- 


. 
b 9 y A. 
wY Fe > wed r 5 352 


* . Pe.» F \ r 

K Y —4 * . 3 82 

eos * =>. CESS #33 -Þ - 
: _ 4 4 - 


b a gg „ 

4 2 G5 
. wp 4 bd 3 
be _ th, ' we aged 


1 wy q 2 = * 72 
be.” n V =, 44 n — 
* f þ . 
* 


3 
: 


%# W 
wt A w- 
2+ 


i 


E - + . 
„„ 
n 
= 


* 

. 

.. i \ 

1 

Y F 4 
N 4 

\ A 
* 

* 

4 1 
7 ' 
"Eo * 

r 
9 
4 
: 7 » 0 
„„ 
= 
1 1 
Yai * 
N . 
4 
3 
* 
1 1 
, i 
1 bd 
M 7 

_ ” 

>, 

.-* 4 
> 

4% 
2 "Y 
= 
8 4 
A + 
FT 
"= 
3 : 
l 
111 
<= 
4 © 
F. LY 
1 "4 
9 
* 2 * 8 
" ns _ 
1 p = 
Mi A 
P 
” 7.44; 
1 i 9 
*. 1 
: 
mY * 
„ 
95 
12 = 
N ö 
5 = 
= 
4 OH 
* 

\ N 

4 * 
E A 
= = 
: E ” 

1 * 
9 

* "# 
8 1 
* 

4- 

k © 
| G 
* 


1 
* 


4 nr — 4 „ 
al... TRI * 4 * ,- pd EC 
r on 
— — - N. 
"vp * — — x © 
* = * N * * &. 
* * " * . a 
| 45854 + io 
kt ow 2 
. 


* * 
8 * * 
* 8 

9 


* 


64 HERMAN 


« prehenſions to her extreme fondnef, %% 
„the child, and her no leſs ardent a 
* pathy to her who occupied the place 
« her former miſtreſs, towards whom fy 
„ preſerved the firmeſt attachment, | 
„ hoped that the fate of the young pring 
« would be meliorated in a way more hy 
« nourable and juſt; and I reſolved naw 
eto commit a theft, which I conſidered 
te of the number of thoſe that ought ney 
to be pardoned. | | 

% An unexpected event induced me 9 
« change my opinion, and realiſed the pro 
ject of Maria, without its being neceſizy 
* to take the ſmalleſt precaution, Wha 
« ſhall 1 ſay? Love and compaſſion vas 
« quiſhed my ſcruples; I was impoſed a 
« by the ſemblance of an order from He- 
« yen; my miſtreſs was ſufficiently adrat 
& to avail herſelf of my weakneſs ; and! 
«determined on that dangerous ftep, whit 
< has ſince occafioned me ſuch pangs of 1 
*« morſe, and the princeſs ſuch a multitudt 
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© of evils; a ſtep of which, I truſt, the 
melancholy conſequences are now at an 
i end, | 

« Afraid of being known, I had taken 
up my reſidence at the diſtance of a 
league from Wiſbaden, Every evening, 
„as ſoon as it was dark, I ſet out to viſit 
Maria, and that I might not be ſurpriſed 
by the approach of day, returned after 
*2 converſation of a few hours, aſſuredly 
the happieſt of my life. I conſtantly, in 
' my way, paſſed through a foreſt, conſi- 
dered by the country people as the haunt 
* of malignant ſpirits, and which I ſhould 
E never have dared to enter, had I not 
* been ſupported by the invincible courage 
* that love can inſpire. Indeed I had par- 
ticular reaſons to avoid it, as frequently 
things had happened to me there, for 
which I knew not how to account. 

* God knows,” faid I more than once to 
ala, * what paſſes in the boſom of that 
foreſt, Loneſome as it is by day, at 
"dight it {warms with living beings: 1 hear 


? 
| 
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be mit us to have any converſation, I mak 


7 tumn, when the fogs are ſo thick as t 


cc in it a confuſed hum of voices, ſpelt 
e paſs and repaſs: ſometimes they comeg 
ce near, that they ſeem to touch me, dy, 
te thank Heaven, they do no injury to th 
& harmleſs traveller; ſo J let them yu 
ce croſs myſelf, and pretend not to fe 
ce them. 

e One night that I had quitted Marg 
ce earlier than uſual, on account of theip 
40 diſpoſition of Ida, which would not pd. 


ce a diſcovery that removed my doubts: 
e ſpecting that ſolitary wood. 
It was one of thoſe dark nights in a 


“e tally to obſcure the light both of tit 
© moon and ſtars, A dark vapour owt 
© ſpread the earth; I walked as in acloud; 
e and could perceive nothing but occalionl 
* ſparks of fire, riſing ſuddenly into tit 
& air, which might be occaſioned, I thoughh 
« by an ignis fatuus, or ſomething ſtill work 
_ © I was blindly groping out the path! 
& had ſo frequently trod, when ſtumbling 
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agent a tree, I fell proſtrate on the 


| rround, I roſe to reſume my way, but 


gon found I had totally loſt the track IT had 
hitherto purſued. Fearing that I ſhould 


| plunge deeper in the foreſt, and fall into 
S ome of the dangerous places with which 
|] had been told it abounded, I reſolved to 


wait for day, and paſs the night on the 
ſpot where I was, endeavouring to collect 


for my couch what dry branches 1 could 


find in the dark, 
had ſcarcely reſted myſelf an hour, 
when I heard the noiſe, that had fo fre- 
quently alarmed me, and which at a 
diftance reſembled the march of a body 
of men clad in armour. They ſeemed to 
approach, to ſeparate, to reſt, and then to 
begin their march again. I fancied they 
took different roads, and ſoon J diſtin- 
guiſned the voices of two of thoſe beings, 
vhom I had hitherto ſuppoſed to be 
ſprites, They ſtopped juſt behind the 
buſh under which ] was lying; and I 
then found, that thoſe voices, of which 


68 HERMAN 


* the echo of the wood had conveyel 


«© my ears but inarticulate ſound, n. 7 
* nounced a language like my owp, Ti 4 
6“ diſcovery changed my opinion, cone ' 
ing the nature of the perſons with wha C 
* had to deal, for I had always concen . 
<< that the peaceful inhabitants of the M. 
&« ſible world muſt have ſome other mode 

* communicating their ideas, than they 5 


of human ſpeech. 
« My courage now began to retum;| 

« liſtened with eager attention, that my ti 

* might ſupply the deficiency of my e 
«© and I was ſoon completely convine 
& that thoſe phantoms, at which T had be 
5 ſo often intimidated, were no other til 
emen like myſelf. They complained! 
the badneſs of the weather, curſed tf 
«© maſters, and expreſſed their impatie 
« for the arrival of day. I was on the ho 
« of diſcovering myſelf, that 1 might 
« bridge the tediouſneſs of the night 
& converſation, when a few words will 


« they dropped made me firſt wiſh to ki 


more concerning them, and in conſe- 
quence I endeavoured to approach 
| nearer. 8 
« What noiſe did I hear?” cried one of 
them. Something certainly ſtirred be- 
kind the buſh. Is the man, who croſſe 
the wood, gone by | 

«« Once,” anſwered the other: © and he 
commonly does not return till near fun 
nile, Beſides, he never does harm to any 
body, fo you have nothing to fear, even 
were it he.“ | 

«« Bur perhaps it is John Herdſman, 
who, they ſay, was executed here.— 
Wherever I meet him, I turn out of his 
way, and pray for his ſoul.? | 
«May God forgive him ' reſumed the 

ſecond in a tone of affright: See! he is 
dreffed in white, except that his collar is 
ſtained with blood, Poor ſoul ! perhaps 
de was innocent,” 

* Theſe words, and ſome others ſimilar 
to them, induced me to believe, that my 
neighbours were talking of me, My 


© his way.“ 


cc within hearing of a converſation far 10 
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ce white cloak with a red collar was Plan 
« deſcribed, and I could not avoid laughing 
« to myſelf, to think I was acting the jt 
« of ſprite to thoſe, who had {g ay 
« acted it toward me. 

Did not I hear the ſpirit laugh? 
©« continued one of them. He is endes 
&« youring to provoke us: let us get out 


« © We dare not quit our ſtation; ya 
% know we muſt wait here for our maſt! 
« © Are they gone again, do you think 
« to Wiſbaden ?' 
ce Yes; God knows what will be th 
cc end of this enterpriſe.” 
Some other perſons arrived ſoon . 
ec ter, and my neighbours relinquiſhed u 
ce them their places, after having {pred 
ce their cloaks under the trees for them v 
t repoſe on. My new companions orden 
« the former to retirc, and I found mitt 


& intereſting than the preceding one, nd 


which" indeed ſo engaged my attention, 

that I was on the point of betraying my- 

ſelf, 

« learned, that they had formed the 
deGgn of ſurpriſing the count of Wirtem- 
berg at Wiſbaden, where he believed him- 

elf in ſecurity, One of them, whom 1 

F judged, from his diſcourſe, to be the com- 
| mander of a numerous band, frankly con- 
feſſed, that he was not tempred, like his 
fol lowers, by the hope of the immenſe 
booty they muſt infallibly gain; but that 
all bis defires centered in the beauteous 
wife of count Everard, by whom he had 
formerly been beloved, and who, in a fit 
of diſguſt, had fince given her hand to 
the count. | | 

« My attention was every moment more 
and more reg: for one calculated the 
number of count Everard's enemies, while 
3 3 their names, amongſt 
F which were two of the houſe of Unna, 
F the father and the brother of Herman. 
When the dawn began to peep, a greater. 
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number appeared, and a counci 1 
« held. Two of them related what the 
had obſerved at Wiſbaden : the 2 0 
ce attack was fixed, and, to my diſtradtigy 
« it was the day that was then approx. 
ing. Inſtantly l formed the reſolutimd 
* warning the count of his danger; buty 
it enable him to eſcape, not a moment my 
« to be loſt. 
e Without allowing myſelf farther tin 
« for recollection, I roſe gently, reſolvin 
“ to avail myſelf of the error into which he 
ce ſervants had fallen reſpeRing me, andi 
be which I had perceived ſome traces in th 
4c converſation of their maſters. I tune 
te my coat, that its red lining might apped 
ie the more terrible, and ſlow ly ſtalked ac 
« a path, that led cloſe by them, | fou 
ee that they perceived me, not withſtand 
ce the gloom of the wood, and that my 
* pearance occaſioned a general alarm. 
„They were all at once durob, as if find 
er with thunder, and I was at ſome diſtand 
« when I heard the following words: I 
5 
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moſt day, and yet there is the ſpectre 
gone by! he is in red too: an omen that 
can bode no good: we ſhall certainly 
have a bloody day r . 
As ſoon as I was out of their ſight, I 
quickened my pace, and arrived almoſt 
breathleſs at Wiſbaden.. J demanded to 
ſpeak to the count. The perſons i in 
waiting were aſtoniſhed to ſee me, and 
ran inſtantly to tell him that Munſter, 
who was ſuppoſed to be in Italy, was ar- 
rived, and announced his having ſome- 
thing of importance to communicate, 

«1 was well received by the count, 
though I had returned without his per- 
miſſion, Well knowing my fidelity, he 
preſumed that I had not quitted my poſt 
without reaſon. I ſpoke not, therefore, 
of the real motives of my journey, but 
Inſtantly diſcloſed the plot IL had over- 
heard in the foreſt from the knights of 
St. Martin, (a name they aſſumed from 


having formed their deſign on the eve of 
e 5 E 
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& that faint), and the moment when ty 

4c jntended to put it into execution. 
« Unfortunately I related alſo what K 
« diſcarded lover of the counteſs of M 
< temberg had ſaid of his former inting 
< with her: and the counteſs was prekn 
'« She pretended that I inſulted her, uf 
« that my whole ſtory was a falſehood, f 
« bricated for ſome ill defign ; declaring 
* that ſhe had not been ignorant of my 
rival, notwithſtanding all my precaution 
* to keep it ſecret; that ſeveral of her ps 
de ple had ſeen me for ſome days amg 
« zbout the neighbourhood, and addug 
* many other complaints of a ſimilar! 
ture, which ſo prejudiced the c 
s againſt all I could ſay, that he gar d 
« ders for my being impriſoned. 
« Cohceive what muſt have been l 
& fituation. Not only was I ſuſpected! 
< my maſter, and puniſhed for having i 
« filled the duty of a faithful ſubject, If 
< ] bebeld the count himſelf, throvghV 
« own fault, expoſed to the moſt inm 
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« nent danger, and with him my Maria, 
« and the dear infant whom ſhe loved more 
« than life, 1 5 
« The hour of attack arrived. My 
« heart audibly palpitated within me. Yet 
« | received a ſort of conſolation, when J 
« heard in the court of the caſtle the ſound 
« of horſes and carriages, and the clamour 
« of the people who ſeemed eager to go 
« out ; for I then ſuppoſed my information 
u had not been wholly diſregarded, and 
that it was {till poſſible the object of my 
love might be ſaved, | 
«To this tumult a profound ſilence ſuc- 
* ceeded, that ſtrengthened my hopes, and 
rendered me more tranquil : but ſoon 
& the claſhing of arms, and neighing of 
* ſteeds, informed me, that the knights of 
t. Martin were engaged in their at- 
E IS - 
las perfectly ignorant of what paſſ- 
ed, except that I could hear the groans of 
E Wo dying, and the ſhouts of the victors, 
um hen, on a ſudden, ſome words, that con- 
E 2 
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„ fyſedly ſtruck my ears, led me to ſop 
&.poſe that the conquerors were reſoliel 
© to crown their enterprize, by committing 
«the caſtle to the flames. The threx 
© chilled my blood; and my ſenſes Pre: 
“ ſently told me that it was aCtually car 
& ried into execution. The ſmoke entered 
ce the little grated window of my dungeon, 
* which was illuminated by the light of the 
e conflagration. A priſoner, I was left u 
cc periſh without ſuccour, unleſs ſome mi. 
&« racle ſhould come to my deliverance, 
«© Not conceiving myſelf. ſufficiently fx 

c youred by Heaven to expect ſuch a 
tc event, I tried the ſtrength of my ont 
& ſhoulders in burſting the door of my pri 

ce ſon, and ſucceeded. Traverſing the ſubs 

te terraneous paſſage that led to it, I reach. 

* ed one of the courts of the caſtle. One 

& wing was entirely in flames; my eſs 

* mechanically turned to the other, it 

„ which was the apartment of Maria. Thi 

&* too the flames had already caught init 

6 veral places. Fortunately,” fad 


* 


« within myſelf, © ſhe is ſafe: for thete 
« can be no doubt ſhe was amongſt. thoſe 
I who fled in time from the danger. But 
« has ſhe actually eſcaped ?“ added I, as if 
« by ſecret inſpiration; and without fut- 
« ther reflection I flew to the place, which 
«] had never before viſited: with ſimilar 
u ſeelings, hoping not to find in It any 
* Maria. | 1 
la fact, that part of the caſtle was 
ſufficiently quiet; I ſaw no body; but the 
* ſmoke and the heat were ſcarcely ſupport- 
able. * Surely Maria cannot be here 
„ alone, when all the reſt of the family 
have eſcaped,*. whiſpered the defire of 
& ſelf-preſervation, rouſed by the danger 
* that threatened me at every ſtep : but 
© love ſpoke in a londer tone, boldly urg- 
ing me on in deſpite of peril ; and love 
* was victorious; I was determined to be 
convinced by my own eyes, and I haſ- 
*tened to aſcend the hundred ſteps, that 
„ed to the miſerable apartment of my 
"Miſtreſs, As I drew near, I heard the 
E 3 
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« plaintive cries of an infant. I red, 
* bled my ſpeed, and ſoon diftingyiſy 
« the voice of the little Ida. Arriveg x 
« the door. .. diſtraction ! it was faſten, 
« ed within. The bolts, however, gay 
c way to my exertions, and I found Mam 
te extended. ſenſeleſs on the floor, The 
e window, at which, no doubt, the had #: 
c tempted to eſcape, but had been terrifed 
e by its height, was open, and the child ha 
e crawled along the floor to her nur 
& whom the endeavoured to awake vith 
© crying. What a ſpectacle! .. . But! 
„ ſtopped not long to contemplate it, | 
% threw Maria acroſs my ſhoulders, took 
ce the infant in my. arms, and having thu 
* gained the court in ſafety, I ſet down ny 
ce burden to take breath. It ſeemed a if 
% an angel had lent me wings, ſo diffcul 
did it appear, without ſupernatural ai. 
« ance, to have paſſed unhurt through 
c thoſe volumes of flame and of ſmokt 
that on all ſides ſurrounded me. 
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« Maria coming to herſelf, we ſeized 


: walk to remove from this place of terror; 
«for, large as was the court, we were far 
(from being in fafety there. We ſoon 
gained the foreſt, to which, the night be- 
fore, theſe incendiary banditti had re- 
ſorted, and there we ventured to take a 
little reſt, believing ourſelves ſecure from 
the fire and ſword of the enemy. 

«I aſked Maria how it had been poſ- 


e 
F ' ſible for her and the young princeſs to 
use been thus cruelly abandoned. By 


ber anſwers I found, that ſhe knew no- 
thing of what had paſſed; that the ſight 
of the Games alone had informed her of 
E the danger that threatened her life; that 


br had in vain called for aſſiſtance, beg- 
ut FF 82g che door might be opened; that the 
„bad attempted to leap out of the window; 


wand that, at length, finding herſelf loſt 


without recourſe, ſhe had word With 
* delpair. 


R 


the firſt moment of her being able to | 
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It was not till afterwards that I leyy 
« the true circumſtances of the affair, Com 
% Everard, deceived by his wife, God know 
1e with what view, gave no credit to my ſe 
formation till ſome hours after! my in. 
ce priſonment. It was then confirmed by 
ce neighbouring ſhepherd, who, as well 50 
4 had diſcovered the project of the knighy 
« of St. Martin, and haſtened to infom 
« the count. He then loſt not a monen 
45 in endeavouring to place his family i 
« ſafety, while he determined himfelf i 
< remain in his caſtle, aſſemble his meh, 
© and wait the approach of the enen 
ce The ſhepherd offered himſelf as a guiden 
bc the fugitives, and to conduct them, byi 
te ſecret road, over the hills. The coun, 
« as he haſtily took leave of his wife, of 
« dered her to take with her every thing 
ce that was worth carrying off, and regain 
immediately to his poſt. The count 
« gbeyed her huſband's injunctions; I 
ct left behind her nothing ſhe thought wolf 


her care; the little Ida was forgotten 9 
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miſtake, or perhaps dy deſign ; a cireum- 
tance not to be wondered at, if we conſi- 
ger the ſentiments and Wen of this 
cruel ſtep-mother, 

« Of all this, however, Maria was igno- 
rant, She remarked, indeed, that there 
was a buſtle in the court, into which her 
window looked, and preparations making 
for a journey, but ſhe ſuppoſed it to be 
nothing more than one of thoſe viſits 
that were occaſionally paid to the gen- 
 tlemens* ſeats in the neighbourhood; 
F during which ſhe and her charge always 
(enjoyed greater liberty, and which, of 
* courſe, ſhe beheld with ſenſations of plea- 
ſure. Beſides, the height of her apart- 
ment was too great to ſuffer her to hear 
* what was ſaid below; as was the court too 
diſtant from the principal front of the 
# caltle, for her to perceive the attack of 
the enemy. | 

* The little ſhe heard, however, ren- 
* dered her ſufficiently curious to endea- 
. Your to get out of the priſon 8 for 

| 5 
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her reſidence ; but ſhe found the gy 
e faſtened ; at this ſhe was by no mein 
* ſurpriſed, as it frequently happened wha 
ic the counteſs was in an ill- humour. W 
** waited, therefore, hoping that the gil, 
% who uſually brought her ſupper, woul 


© tell her what was going forward, The 


« girl did not make her appearance: it grey 
„late: Maria and the little Ida, to whon 
« it had before happened more than one 


„ to go to bed ſupperleſs, fell aſleep, and 


« were at length awakened by the fire, h 
“ vain ſhe ſought to eſcape ; deſpair and 


terror bereft her of all ſenſation; and 


* when ſhe awoke from her ſwoon, ſhe las 
„ herfelf faved, ſaved by me, withou 
knowing the occaſion of the danger ſit 
% had run, or the manner in which ſhe ba 
ic been extricated from it. 

« After having entered into a full ev 


"00 « planation of all theſe ſubjects, we bega 
« to form ſchemes for our future condud, 


* * ” 
"+ an cha ; 


« Mine were totally repugnant to thoſe d 
% Matia. I inſiſted on Ida's being e 
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 fored to her father, while ſhe, exaſpe - 
c rated at the barbarity with which the 
poor child had been deſerted,. ſwore: 
that ſhe would never more have inter, 
courſe with me, if I perſiſted in my de- 
* ſign, P | 

«To thoſe, who do me the honour to- 
liſten: to my narrative, I leave it to be 
decided, whether, as Maria declared to 
me, to deliver the young princeſs into- 
the hands of her ſtep- mother, and to de- 
prive her of life, would not be one and 
the ame thing. For my own part, L Was- 
then of a different opinion. I confided: 
in count Everard's affection for his daugh- 
ter, and hoped that he would become a 
more active protector of her helpleſs in- 
fancy, when his eyes were opened to- 
the perfidious deſigns of his wife, Ne-- 
ceſſity, however, conſpired with love, to- 
prevent the performance of what ap- 
peared. to me fo juſt. I could not Hear: 
te thoughts of renouncing Maria 3. and 
Ho join count Everard,, and reſtore to- 
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45 bim his daughter, was, for the preſen, 
ec impracticable. The knights of St. My: 
<« tin ſo infeſted the roads, that every pal 
& ſage was intercepted ; and the animoſiy 
© of the imperial towns for a long tim 
te prevented the count of Wirtemberg fron 
& having any ſettled abode. He had ge 
e difficulty to recover his wife from th 
© hands of his enemies, into which ft 

& had fallen, notwithſtanding the precu. 
tion that had been employed. At lengl 
te the biſhop of Straſburg afforded thema 
« aſylum ; but, being a relation of the 
«© counteſs, we were afraid of entruſting ld 
© to his care. 5 | 
„Our reſidence in the foreſt was of that 
* duration, and the firſt place to whid 
* we repaired was Nuremberg. The | 
0 quacity of Maria quickly difcovered th 
* we were fugitive and alienated v:{la 
* of the count of Wirtemberg, and we welt 
« accordingly received with civility, a 
« even with kindneſs. Here I eſpoult 
her, having, however, been previoul 
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« obliged, before I could obtain her con- 
« ſent, to bind myſelf by an oath not to 
„ reſtore Ida to her parents till ſhe ſhould 
ape ten years of age, and, in the mean 
« time, to let her paſs for my daugh- 
« ter, J immediately reſumed the profeſ- 
«fon of a ſculptor, to which I had been 
« bred, Some pieces which I executed 
« were conſiderably admired, and gained 
me reputation. I was chiefly employed 
jn decorating churches and convents. At 
( length I was invited to Prague, where the 
« conſtruction of the cathedral detained me 
«{leng, that I became attached to the 
„city, where I had reaped conſiderable 
«emoluments,” and I determined to make 
*it my future abode. Meanwhile Ida 
grew up. Her beauty, and an education 
* which we gave her, ſuitable to her birth, 
© occafioned her to be noticed, ſo that we 
* could not admit her to appear in public, 
Once, however, my imprudent wife urged 
me to depart from the rule of conduct 
* had laid down, and our ſuppoſed daugh- 


7 


l of his child, and ſhe therefore hated 
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ter made her appearance at your majeſy, 
„ nuptials; a ſtep, young princeſs, thy 
proved the ſource of all the misfortug 
& which has fince befallen you.“ 

Say rather of all my felicity,” cg 
Ida, tenderly preſſing the hand of Soyhy 
to her lips. 

„My wife,“ continued Munſter, “5 
© her ſchemes. She was continually rg 
be proaching herſelf for having deprive 
* her dear princeſs of the advantages d 
« her birth, and yet was far from conſent 
* ing that I ſhould reſtore her to her fathe, 
„ She was in reality defirous of raifing het 
« to diſtinction, and obtaining her a tor 
«tune, without the ſuccour of the count, 
She could not forgive his blind attachment 
44 to his ſecond wife, and conſequent neg- 


«© him too . cordially, to conſent that he 
<< ſhould have the pleaſure of contributing 
« to the future - happineſs of Ida, The 
* hopes of my wife were chicfly grounded 
&« on the favour of the empreſs; and is 
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10 felicitated herſelf on the paſh on for Ida, 


Herman of Unna, and ſeconded it the 
u more readily, becauſe ſhe knew that he 


k Wirtemberg. She formed a thoutand 
projects, committed a thouſand indiſcre- 
i tions, till at length ſhe fo involved in 
. difficulties her, whom ſhe was endea- 
k youring to render happy, that ſhe was on 
the point of falling a victim to her ill- ad- 


ed, and took perhaps the only ſtep that 
could have ſaved her. I diſcovered her 


culty in convincing him of the fact; her 
features, and the marks ſhe had brought 


known to him to permit him to doubt. 
His wife had been dead above a twelve- 


month ; and having lately loſt the only 


* him, and who had been betrothed to the 


3 


: which we ſoon diſcovered in the young 


« was an object of enmity to the count of 


viſed meaſures, when I happily interpoſ- 
birth to her father, There was no difli- - 


into the world with her, being too well 


daughter that he fuppoſed remained to 


duke of Brunſwic, he was not diſpleaſed 
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ce at thus unexpectediy finding another 
Thus the heart of count Wirtembere 0 wy 
* ſufficiently at liberty for him to 60 nit 
« pleaſure her whom he had ormetp, 
« abandoned, whom he believed to be dead 
&« or, at leaſt, for ever loſt'to him, and 9 
* whom he has juſt vowed, that every tna 
&« of what ſhe has ſuffered ſhall be obliz 
rated by his kindneſs.” 

' Here Munſter cloſed his recital, ln 
Tighed, and Sophia promifed to act the pat 
of a parent to her, and take her under het 
immediate care, ſhould the count prove u. 
faithful to his word, © The point moſt ins 
e portant at. preſent,” added ſhe, © is to d. 
« viſe, my dear friend, the means of exp 
« diting your union with Herman, — Lik 
e is ſhort; we cannot begin too ſoon t 
te be happy. Fathers are often capricious 
„They conceive that they conſult full 
10 ciently the happineſs of their childreh 
* by marrying them to great lords, wid 
* poſſeſs neither love, nor virtue, nor it 
6 compliſhments, and whoſe ſole merit 
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i their rank. Ah! Ida, I know more in- 
: fances than one of ſuch alliances !” 

| As the ſaid this, a profound figh eſcap- 
1 her, which her friend knew perfectly 
ow to interpret. Ida thanked her for the 
tereſt ſhe took in her welfare, and en- 
treated her to attempt nothing i in her favour 
1 preſent, but to wait rather the operation 
time, which frequently brought things 
o pals, that, in proſpect, appeared im- 
prafticable: a reflection dictated by pru- 


lence, which, however, ur quickly 
e. 
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CHAPTER V. 


IDA took leave of the empreſs; us 
Munſter, to whom ſhe was fond of pajiy 
every mark of reſpect, having nothing h 
much at heart as to diſplay to the world thy 
. ſhe (till retained for him a filial regard, ad 
was not aſhamed of having been repul 
his daughter—Munſter, I ſay, accompai 
her home, where they ſpent together ſony 
delightful hours in converſation, The of 
man's narrative had excited in her bra 
the livelieſt gratitude. The variety of das 
gers from which he had extricated her; 
the affection, more than parental, will 
which he had received her, when abandoned 
by every human being; the uniform dia 
tereſtedneſs with which he had ever preſet 
red her welfare to his own ;—what ſub 
of reflection to a heart glowing like he 
with ſenfibility ! At his requeſt, howei! 
ſhe put ſome little reſtraint upon herſelf 
public, but, alone with him, ſhe gave ii 


- 


OF UNNA. 91 


her feelings, and let looſe all the tender- 
g of her ſoul. | 
ln their preſent interview, hours had 
Iided away unperceived, and to finiſh 
hat they had to ſay, would have required 
many more; for the princeſs took this 
portunity of diſcloſing to Munſter the 
fre ſhe felt of having conſtantly near her 
e perſon whom ſhe had fo long called by 
eendearing name of mother, and to whom 
e owed ſuch great obligations: a deſire 
th which, ſhe had no doubt, the count of 
nemberg would readily comply 

Munſter ſhook his head: he ſeemed 
ther to defire nor to hope this honour 
r his wife; and he was about to aſſign his 
alons, when the arrival of the count was 
nounced, Immediately they both roſe to 
et him, He entered in viſible agitation ; 
$ countenance portended a ſtorm, He 
ceved the carefles of Ida with coldaeſs, 


d made a ſign to her venerable old friend 
withdraw, 


ing walked for ſome time up and donn 
room, © I am aſtoniſhed that you hayey 
yet forgotten the paſt events of your 
e You are now the daughter of the count 
„ Wirtemberg, and not of that plebeig 


* 


sand deteſt for the injury he has d 
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I am aſtoniſhed,” ſaid he, after h 


« whom, inſtead of loading with fam 
« inſtead of ſuffering to be in your apa 
„ ment for hours together, and of atien 
* ing you in public, you ovght to ſh 


as | 1 
„What, my father! ſhun, deteſt, n 
5 faithful a ſervant, the ſaviour, the pron; 

ce tor of your daughter, when. m 
He has related to you, it ſeems, in 
e 'preſence of the empreſs, the manner e 
« which, like a thief, he ſtole you from malh:; 
% And can you avoid perceiving the bar 
<< of the deed? or are you blinded oy e 
„ ſubterfuges he has invented to n 

* himſelf; ſubterfuges, that even were n 


e true, would be no juſtification ? It 


F 
| 
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my power to punith him; but I would 
Foladly wave the exerciſe of this power in 
conſideration of you. Let this content 
you; and urge me not by your conduct 
to extremities.” 

Ida, little accuſtomed to ſuch remon- 
ces from a parent, knew not what an- 
to make, and was ſilent ; while her fa- 
e continued to walk backwards and for- 
Ids, in manifeſt diſpleaſure, till at length 
thus reſumed bis diſcourſe, 

have ſuffered to day in more ways 
than one on your account. In the morn- 
ing! heard of things, that appeared to 
me incredible; and this evening, at court, 
[ have been told of a circumſtance which 
ads me to doubt the purity of thy heart, 
and which, if true 3 8 
The aſpect of the count began to be ter- 
e. Ida interrupted him. * My father, 
my dear father,” ſaid ſhe, * look not thus 
ſernly on your child! is it poſſible ſhe 
en have been ſo unfortunate as to have 
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* 8 you uneaſineſs, as to hn 
<« offended you ?” 
« Yes; it ſhe cannot anſwer me in 

< negative the queſtions I ſhall put to la 
« Is it true that the night I was firſt kno 
ce to thee as thy father, the night whe 
« found thee already riſen and dreſſed x 
early an hour, is it true that thou hy 
e then a young man with thee, who, i 
„ my appearance, leaped from the bale 
ct into the garden, and that that young u 
«© was Herman of Unna? Thou art fikn 
Thou can'ſt not juſtify thyſelf— I 
« then ſo.— But I have another queſtion 
* To whom am I indebted for the entre 
« and importunities with which the a 
* preſs has juſt been tormenting me ups 
« the ſubject of the love that exiſts bet 
& thee and Herman, that ſhoot of an l 
% curſed ſtock ?—ls it poſſible that 
* daughter, knowing, as ſhe does, thatl 
© entreaties of ſovereigns are comma 
* can have involved me in ſuch a dilemil 
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What, ſtill ſilent? - Well then, I know 
thee; and I know alſo what I have to do; 
þ thy ſentence 1s pronounced.” 

The count of Wirtemberg left his 
wohter, and left her in a conſternation 
bat nothing could augment, ſaving the 
der ſhe that evening received to prepare 
Ir journey; reaſons of importance re- 
iring, as ſhe was told, that ſhe ſhould 
it the court with ſpeed. | 
[da well knew the reafons of this haſty 

parture, She ſaw all her hopes vaniſh 
Ito air, She regretted having confided in 
perſon, whoſe zeal to ſerve her had ruin- 
| every thing. She repented every ſtep 
e had taken, even her love for Herman, 
auſe ſhe perceived that ſhe ſhould there- 
tender unhappy a father which ſhe re- 
tected, whom ſhe was deſirous of pleaſing, 
d to whoſe happineſs ſhe would have been 
ad to contribute. To be ſeparated from 
Ianſter and the empreſs, who were ſo 
1 to and to be ignorant of her own 
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fate, were melancholy ſubjects of rel 
tion; yet to theſe ſhe wholly abandong 
herſelf, without thinking of going to by 
leaving to her women the care of . 
preparations ſhe had been ordered. g 
make. Accordingly her father, when h 
came to her the next morning, fauy 
her already dreſſed: a circumſtance th 
in ſpite of the redneſs of her eyes, whid 
betrayed the tears ſhe had ſhed, pro 
that ſhe knew bow to obey, and that f. 
was of a character ſufficiently gentle 
yield; to whatever ae be required i 
ber. | | | 
The obſervation of this induced coun 
Eyerard to beſtow ſome endearments on li 
daughter. He aſſured her that he low 
her ſincerely, and would make her baff 
if ſhe could reſolve to obey him; in otit 
words, if ſhe would ſacrifice to him | 
deareſt wiſhes, a trifle that, in his opinin 
ought not to, be attended with on {ral 
difficulty, 


w 


Ida was conducted to the empreſs, to 
ike leave of her. The converſation be- 
Peen Sophia and the count was extremely 
jd. Part of her diſſatisfaction appeared 


the end of the viſit that Ida received 
m her one of thoſe tender embraces to 
hich ſhe had been accuſtomed. Un- 


me not! you have not the courage to re- 
fit thoſe who would tear your from me ! 
day, count Everard, will you carry your 
cruelty ſo far as to deprive me of my 
beſt and deareſt friend, ſhould ſhe be 
defirous not to quit me? 


Itly to believe that he could depend on 
. He replied, therefore, that if ſhe 
it the leaſt diſinclination to obey him, 
e vas at liberty to avow it. Ida per- 


Ked from her, and, as ſhe was incapable 
alſchood—ſhe ſaid nothing. 
Vor. II. F 


fall even on his daughter, for it was not | 


grateful girl,” ſaid Sophia, . you love 


The count knew his daughter ſuffici- 


My underſtood the anſwer that was ex- 
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Sophia once more | embraced her, bit 
with leſs affection. The count preſſed ber 
hand, to teſtify the ſatisfaction he felt from 
her conduct, and they withdrew, attended 
by all the ladies of the empreſs, whyp 
eyes, in ſpite of the pains which they tak 
to conceal it, betrayed the. pleaſure they 
experienced at the departure of their co 


panion. 


A 
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CHAPTER VI. 


THE princeſs of Ratibor may be claſſed 
among thoſe women, never wanting in a 
court, who, to amuſe their miſtreſs, or 
ratify their own curioſity, are ever on the 
hunt for ſcandal. Ida had long been the 
object of her particular attention, and it 
may be preſumed, that, when acknowledged 
for princeſs of Wirtemberg, this envious ' 
dame would not be leſs eager to watch her 
ſteps and blazon her actions. She was ac- 
quainted with every circumſtance that paſ- 
kd in the moſt ſecret retirement of our he- 
roine, and even the nocturnal viſit in the 
dacony had not eſcaped her knowledge. 
die was not abſolutely ſure that the young 
man was Herman; but ſhe boldly ventured 
tie conjecture, and thus ſtumbled by acci- 
ent on the truth, 

Ne. had already ſeveral times attempt- 
d to injure the reputation of Ida, and de- 
F 2 
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prive her of the empreſs's eſteem ; and wit 
the ſame views ſhe triumphantly related 
this adventure, embeliſhed with circum. 
{tances tending to give it an appearance of 
criminality : but as Sophia had already 
been :made acquainted with the affair, in 
the naked ſimplicity. of truth, ſhe failed 
in her attempt, and was accordingly obliged 
to change her battery. It was ſhe who ac. 
quainted the count of Wirtemberg with the 
occurrence, and who dictated to the cent. 
nel what anſwers to make in caſe he ſhoull 
be examined on the ſubject. And thus, by 
her indefatigehle zeal, did ſhe at laſt attain 
the accompliſhment of what ſhe had < 
much at heart, the removal 8 the object ac 
her deteſtation. | | 
Ida remarked indeed, when her father 
took leave of the princeſs of Ratibor, that 
they were on better terms: than uſual ; bit 
ſhe was too ingenuous to divine the cauſe; 
too ingenuous to ſuſpect, (though at the 
door of the anti- chamber ſhe ſaw themin 
earneſt converſation,) what, had ſhe know, 
1 2 
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would have driven her to deſ. pair. For the 
count had requeſted the princeſs of Ratibor 
to watch the proceedings of Herman, 
who, ſhe ſaid, had been ſeen in the city ſo 
lately as the preceding evening; and to 
uke ſome means, it he could be laid hold 
of, of compelling him to renounce Ida for 
ER 

Count Everard, it is probable, was not 
avare of all the malignity of her whom he 
charged with ſuch a commiſſion : for he 
ſurely ſought not the ruin of Herman, and 
would perhaps have wiſhed him a long and 
happy life, provided it was ſpent at the 
diſtance of a hundred leagues from his 
daughter, 

Meanwhile ſome good genius interfered 
n the preſervation of the young knight.— 
What the princeſs of Ratibor had ſaid was 
rae, He was till in the neighbourhood, 
where he had remained to watch the motions 
of Ida, and find ſome opportunity of ſpeak- 
Ing to her. By his extreme vigilance he 


{armed the departure of his miſtreſs juſt 
#3 
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before ſhe ſtepped into the carriage; 20 
the place having no longer any attraQtion 
for him, he inſtantly quitted it, and thy 
eſcaped the dangers by which he was {y: 
rounded. | 
His intention was to follow her wherere 
ſhe might go, and, under a thouſand (if. 
ferent diſguiſes, to try if he could not, by 
ſome lucky chance, obtain from her a word 
or a look. This he would probably bete 
executed to their mutual injury, had nat 
Heaven ſent him a friend, by whoſe cout- 
ſels he was induced to adopt a wiſer plan 
conduct. Herman, by the means of tht 
little ſtratagems he employed, had contrived 
to learn, that Ida and her father were t0 
Meep, the ſecond night after their departure, 
ata village with which he was acquainted 
To this village he repaired by a-ſhorter wa) 
than that uſually taken by travellers; and 
as he waited there for his miſtieſs, hoping 
at leaſt to enjoy the pleaſure of ſeeing het 
_ alight, and of hearing her voice, he w 
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accoſted, on a ſudden, by his old friend 
Munſter, 

Our manuſcript does not inform us, 
whether this worthy plebeian was actuated 
bythe ſame views as the knight of fidelity 
it only ſays, that he torally reprobated 
thoſe of the latter, and employed all the 
influence he had over his mind to induce 
im to renounce them.“ And what,” ſaid 
he, after Herman had opened to him his 


ot WW heart, “ will be the fruit of this mad pro- 
„ea? To loſe your time in a wild-gooſe 
A chaſe; to remain to eternity a ſimple 
the “ knight, who can never think of becoming 
ved BY © the ſon-in-law of the proud count of 


Wirtemberg; to let ſlip a thouſand op- 
portunities of acquiring glory; to en- 
* danger your life, your honour, . and even 
* the honour of your 'miſtreſs, ſhould you 
and “ be diſcovered; and ' ſhould you not be 
ing Wi © diſcovered, to ſpend whole years in 
her “ uſeleſs labours, in order to arrive at an 
ws WF end which can never be ſo attained, and to 

'* diſcover, too late, that you have followed 
F4 
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the "IP FROM when you . have mad 
giant ſtrides towards happineſs. No, fi 
knight, this muſt not be. Takethe, 
vice of an old friend, and quit this pla, 
quit it inſtantly, before ſhe who my 
© ſhake. your reſolution ſhall arrive. Gy, 
c reſume the office you quitted, when yay 
*© haſtened to the ſuccour of Ida. You leſ 
Sigiſmond in evil hands. Love hithery 
may be a ſufficient excuſe for your cops 
duct; but nothing can juſtify your longe 
% delaying to fulfil the duty you owety 
“your ſovereign. Strange rumours ar 
current concerning him; if well founded 
„your means of ſerving him will I fear be 
of little avail; but your fidelity may te 
© animate the hopes of this unfortunate 
ee prince. Perhaps at this moment you 
are the only perſon ſincerely attached t0 
„ him: and can you have the cruelty t0 
„ abandon him? Would you leave hin 
„ wholly deſtitute of a friend?“ 
Ia this manner did the old man ender 


ber to awaken in the ſoul of Herman! 
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love of glory, of duty, and of fidelity to 
bis ſovereign ; to guard him againſt a hope- 
leſs paſſion, and to rouſe him from the life 
of indolence, ſo unworthy of him, to which 
he was on the point of devoting himſelf. 
And he had the ſatisfaction to ſee his en- 
deavours crowned with ſucceſs. Herman 
yoned to remain eternally faithful to Ida, 
but promiſed, atthe ſame time, thar it ſhould 
pot be at the expence of his other duties. 
Munſter, on his part, engaged to watch un- 
reauttingly over the young princeſs, and 
they took leave of each other ſincere and 

cordial friends, : 


dez. 
and 
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him on the road. In one place it was ſid 
that he was yet not returned from the cin 


he was in the power of ſtill more danger 


was mortally wounded; then that he wa 


the reception of his maſter, 


only as they have an immediate relati 


— 


1 
9 


CHAPTER VII. 


HERMAN. departed. The infor, 
tion given him by Munſter of the doubtfy 
fituation of Sigiſmond was confirmed u 


paign againſt the infidels, and probably ha 
fallen into their hands; in another, that 


ous . enemies at home ; ſometimes thath 


dead. Theſe rumours however decreaſe 
as Herman advanced into Hungary, and 
totally died away before he reached thec 
pital, where he found that preparatio 
were making with royal magnificence fi 


As Jam not writing the hiſtory of Sigh 
mond, I ſhall ſpeak of his concerns ſo fa 


with the adventures of Herman. | fi: 
therefore ſay nothing of the king's entradd 
| 7 


| In 
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to Preſburg, where he was received with 
dd acclamations by the people, who loved 
tim in ſpite of his faults : neither ſhall I 
tice the crowd of nobles that ſurrounded 
tim, or the mutual promiſes that were made 
in order to eſtabliſh a good underſtanding 
tween them and the monarch. No doubt, 
elevity, the libertiniſm, the propenſity 
v drinking, and the occaſional cruelty of 
Sipiſmond, were ſufficient cauſes of dif- 
ntent to a confiderable number of his 
uljefts; and he had obtained no victory, 
e had made no conqueſt, the ſplendor of 
dich might have thrown theſe qualities 
to hade: yet, for ſome reaſon or other, 
be paſt was promiſed to be forgotten on 
oth fides, and Sigiſmond was but too ready 
o ſhut his eyes againſt a thouſand marks 
diſloyalty and treaſon manifeſted by the 
ncipal lords of his court, and particularly 
e two Garas. nc! i 
The numerous gueſts who were affeme 
Jed in the palace on the evening of the 
0g's arrival, kept Herman, who burned 
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with the deſire of ſeeing him at a dit, 
—His ſituation was embarraſſing, and u 
knew not how to ack. To his former Nh 
tron general Gara, who had found him i. 
corruptible in the late campaign againſt ih 
Turks, he was an objct of deteſtation; af 
Herman, in his turn, felt no eſteem for 
man whom he knew to be the ſecret enem 
of his maſter, much leſs could he brin 
himſelf to aſk him a favour. At lengthth 
young knight determined to be his own ir 
troducer. Accordingly he placed himſl 
near the king. Sigiſmond obſerved him 
The face of Herman was not of that infpil 
and common- place ſort: which one m 
meet twenty times without recollecting 
feature; the king beſides, when he laſt ſa 
bim, was in a ſituation too critical for hin 
to forget a ſingle individual of thoſe wht 
ſurrounded him, and much leſs the perla 
who had been the principal actor. 

At firſt Sigiſmond bad ſome difficulty i 
collecting his ideas. He appeared thougit 
ful, rubbed. his forehead, and then turning 
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o Andrew Gara, who was ſeated by his 
de:“ Whence comes it,” ſaid he, that 
u often in the midſt of our joy and convivi- 
« ality, melancholy remembrances ſo ſud- 
« denly aſſail us? One of the moſt perilous 
« events of my life at this moment preſents 
« itſelf to my eyes. Can you not gueſs 
« what [ mean ? Know you not who that 
« young man is?? | Fe] 
Andrew bowed, and was filent⸗ ec But 
© perhaps,” continued Sigiſmond, “you 
may be ignorant of the tranſaction; you 
* were not preſent; it was your brother. 
«& You would not ſo cowardly have deſerted 


* treachery of my enemies, but never will 
forget the ſervices of my friends. 1 
& was, as I have ſaid, cowardly deſerted. 
* Already was my head expoſed to the faul- 
chion of Achmet, and there was but a 
* ſt-p between nie and death, when a troop 
* of ebevaliers came to my deliverance. 
My horſe had been killed under me; my 
helmet and bucklerwere hacked to pieces; 


© me. I have promiſed to forget the 
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* whom my life has been ſaved! receive 
ee the thanks of thy king, and aſſurance of 
© hisfavour !” 
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and I had no weapon but my ſabre, The 
leader of this brave troop leaped fron 
e his horſe, gave me his ſhield, and with 
"cc his own helmit covered my head. Why 
« happened afterwards I know not, for] 
c became inſenſible to every thing around 
«© me. But there remains deeply engrayen 
“ in my mind, the remembrance of ny 
« deliverer, whoſe countenance ſeemed n. 
ae dient as that of an angel deſcended from 
4 Heaven. It is that countenance, which 
© now recals to my mind the particulars of 
c the horrid ſcene: 1 diſcern it amongſt 
«© the crowd of thoſe who ſurround ny 
© table: it diſplays the features of my loi 
« ſervant Herman of Unna, fo often calum- 
<< niated. Draw near, intrepid youth, by 


While Sigiſmond was ſpeaking, Hemm | 


had liftened with attention, that he might 
not loſe a word of what concerned him {0 


nearly. When the king had finiſhed, out 
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tero, tranſported with joy, fell at his feet, 
tifſed his hand, and bathed his knees with 
s. What glory for him, what ſatiſ- 
©&ion, to be thus praiſed before a thou- 
and witneſſes by a ſovereign, who had al- 
ways appeared to ſlight him, and to whom 
he had given a hundred proofs of attach- 
ment, without his ſeeming to have paid 
them the leaſt attention ! 

After theſe effuſions of joy, our young 
knight modeſtly retired amongſt the gen- 
temen in waiting; but Sigiſmond fre. 
quently turned to look for him, and At 
length forbad him to quit his fide. 

The proud nobles, who were at table 
with the king, appeared to have taken no 
part in the ſcene they witneſſed. They 
kept a profound filence, and deigned not 
to pay the leaſt compliment to the young 
warrior, whom Sigiſmond had ſo diſtin- 
guiſningly honoured. | 
Thus he received no congratulations, 
but from thoſe who waited with him at 
ale, among whom he recognized many 
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an old friend and comrade. But of al 
perſons he met at this feſtival, none f 
him ſo much pleaſure as a young ad 
whom he had known when a child, 
with whom he had formerly a mid 
ſtanding at the court of Winceſlaus, 8 
was in the number of knights attendayy 
of king Sigiſmond; and as, in the y 
againſt the Muſſulmen, Herman had fe 
him act with valour, the remembrance d 
paſt wrongs was entirely obliterated in l 
mind, and replaced by a fincere arch 
ment and eſteem. It was Kunzman of 
Hertingſhauſen, who had aſcribed to He 
man, when page to Winceſlaus, the ne: 
ceſſity he was under of flying from the en 
peror's court. The reader will no doult 
recollect the circumſtance, related to Mut: 
ſter by the knight of fidelity, when he git 
him the hiſtory of his younger years, 
Kunzman, who, when he met with 
Herman in the courſe. of the campaigt 
againſt the Turks, appeared to have tot 
gotten his ancient enmity, accoſted him 
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lis occaſion as a real friend. The place 
35 not calculated for a long converſation; 
ſqueeze by the hand, and “ my dear 
Herman,” „my dear Hertingſhauſen,“ 
ere all that paſſed; the reſt was poſtponed 
o the interview they promiſed themſetves | 
the ſucceeding night. One” ; 

The king, engaged for ſome time in a 
ſerious converſation with the two Gara's, 
had ceaſed to look after Herman: the 
weſts had drunk largely: it was not the cup 
df pleaſure that circulated round the table, 
t nas the cup of infernal diſcord. Herman 
bad long obſerved with pain, that the 
tobles who ſat oppoſite his maſter paid him 
ot the reſpect which was due to him. 
tim diſcontent, or malignant joy was legi- 
ble in their countenances, enflamed by the 
ntoxicating wines of Hungary. Much too 
as he diſpleaſed with the diſcourſe which 
be two brothers directed to the king.— 
hey appeared to have entirely forgotten 
o whom they were ſpeaking. The ſubject 
'as the late unfortunate campaign, in 
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" Reproaches paſſed on both ſides; then 
proaches were repelled with mutual warmth att 
but ſoon the general and his brother {poke 


fingle voice of the monarch. 
ſhauſen, putting his hand to his ſor 


* ſulted?“ The uproar, increaſed; alu 


were drawn, and the king was at length 
preſſed, that the ill deſigns barbourd 
againſt his perſon were no longer doubtfi 
Inftantly Herman drew his ſword, and r 
example was followed by Hertingſhaue e 


which the king was ſo near loſing. bis lf 


in ſo loud and lofty a tone, as to drown the 
* What!” ſaid Herman to Herting 
6 ſhall we ſuffer our maſter to be thus 


from their ſeats; here and there ſabre 


and all the other young knights who weigh: 
preſent. Sigiſmond was thrown dowyfer 
and his enemies dared employ againſt iner 
weapons, which to all true knights are pou 
hibited. Upon this Herman ſeized Andi 
Gara by the throat and plucked him force 


from the body of his maſter ; and oth; 
did the ſame by the general; the king 


coed, and the Knights gained the field of 
attle, But ſoon the match became too 
mequal: a conſiderable body of cavaliers 
introduced, and the defenders of Sigiſ- 
ord were ſome beaten to the ground, 
ters diſarmed, and all, as well as the king, 
eatcd with the utmoſt indignity, and 
ded with chains. 

Two only however of theſe had the 
onour eventually to ſhare his fate, Her- 
im and Hertingſhauſen. The others, 
moſt all effeminate courtiers, were -eafily 
med from their duty, either by promiſes 
rby threats; and none of them envied 
e two loyal ſervants of Sigiſmond the ad- 
antaye of participating their maſter's miſ- 
Itunes, of being like him ill-treated, fet- 


uſted to a place where the artful nobles 
oped they ſhould be able to deal with the 
ing a5 they pleaſed, without having any 
bios to apprehend from the people. 


red, put into a covered waggon, and con- 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


THE priſoners were conducted to f 
caſtle of Soclos. Herman knew this cal 
to be the principal ſeat of the Gara family 
and could therefore eafily imagine wh 

treatment his unfortunate maſter had tort 
pect in a place where his enemies enjojg 
unlimited power. His expectations, hoy 
ever, which foreboded nothing but inf 
and death to Sigiſmond, were for oncedl 
appointed. 
The event which led to the ſeizure 
the king was by no means accidental, bi 
the reſult of a previouſly concerted ſcheny 
It had been reſolved to ſecure his perl 
dethrone him, and put another in his pa 
but in the execution of this plan, the l 
chalked out had been outrageouſly depatt 
from, and it was preſently thought advil 
able to aſſume ſome appearance of decent 
and moderation. Intoxication had mi 
the enemies of Sigiſmond forget, that 
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om they thus treated as a vile ſlave, was 
I their ſovereign, and that this digrace- 
Iproceeding would bring public diſhonour 
themſelves. When the fumes of wine 
fore had ſomewhat evaporated, though 
Caras did not leſs burn with the deſire 
rengeance than before, they were aſham- 
to perſevere in a conduct that might 
in their pretentions to the crown of 
gary, and induce the people to take the 
tof the contemptible ſon of Charles IV, 

The king's fetters were accordingly 
ken off; and, from the dungeon to which 
had at firſt been configned, he was 
anferred to a ſplendid apartment: he 
V even aſked, if he wiſhed to be waited 
by thoſe gentlemen of his court, who 
te priſoners with him; and, on his an- 
ting in the affirmative, they were en- 
ſged for that purpoſe. 52 

The fituation of Sigiſmond was now 
portable; and it became ſtill more ſo, 

ben Nicholas and Andrew, the two Ga- 
obliged to quit the caſtle on account of 
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ſome affairs that required their attend 
to the capital, relinquifhedito their mother, 
| in-law the care of the royal priſoner, 

Before I proceed with my narrative, i 
may not be a miſs to give the reader ſony 
account of this lady, Helen Gara, widoy 
of the deceaſed N. icholas, whom Sigiſmone 
had formerly put to death, and ſtep- molle 
to the general and the governor. Shea 
a young and handſome widow of twenty: 
five, who had not been ſo inconſolable xt 
the loſs of her old and decripid huſbmd, 
as to retain any very durable hatred againſt 
his murderer. It is true ſhe had talked af 
nothing but vengeance as long as her ſons 
in-law were within hearing, and appeared 
to enter into their views, becauſe ſhe found 
it neceſſary to the compaſſing her om: 
but the impriſonment of Sigiſmond in tht 
caſtle of Soclos, inſpired her with defign 
very different from thoſe. entertained by bs 
: enemies. 5 

The love of pleaſure and the love d 
ſway conſtituted the grand features of it 
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unter. Sigiſmond, notwithſtanding his 
oe, Was ONE of the handſomeſt princes of 
ic time; he was a King, he was brother 
ohe emperor, and would in all probability 
dcccec him, if Winceſlaus ſhould die or 
e dechroned. What ſubjects: for reflec. 
+ what allurements to a woman ſach 8 
e have deſcribed the miſtreſs of the 
le Could ſhe heſitate? could ſhe re- 


dein in doubt, whether to favour the unjuſt 
leſigns of her ſons-1n-law, the accompliſh- 
pent of which might probably be remote, 
ren did they ever ſucceed, or to ingratiate 
jerfelf with a prince, who might repay her 
ndneſs by inſtantly ſharing with her his 
ded and bis throne? | 
In imagination Helen already ſaw her- 

ell the wife of Sigiſmond, and ſwaying 
ith him the firſt ſceptre in the world: nor. 
s ſhe tardy in taking. ſuch ſteps, as ſhe 
leemed moſt conducive. to the attainment. 
ber wiſhes. She enjoyed the perfect con- 
kience of both her ſtep-ſons: ſhe knew 
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that they would be ſome time abſent, 
deavouring to place the crown on the hey 
of young Ladiſlaus: and ſhe haſtened y 
execute the project ſhe had formed, | 

The king had one whots wing of the 
caſtle appropriated to his uſe. His court, 
hitherto compoſed ſolely of Kunzman ad 
Herman of Unna, was now augmented.— 
He was treated as a ſovereign, had per. 
miſſion to walk in the gardens, and there 
was nothing to remind him of his being 
a priſoner, but the guards that always ae 
companied, at a certain diſtance, him and 
his two gentlemen. 

Sigiſmond rejoiced at this change in his 
lot, which elated him with hope. I 
ſought to develope the cauſe ; and he ms 
not long in diſcovering, that it originated 
in the benevolence of the princeſs. Tis 
portrait of Helen decorated all his apatt 
ments, and he had ſometimes ſeen the ors 
ginal, at a diſtance in the garden, not yitls 
out admiration, [ 
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There was no ſnare ſo dangerous to Si- 

kimond, as female beauty. Whilſt, how- 

er he paid homage to its charms, he had 

bo high an opinion of himſelf to think any 

zman could refiſt him. With the ſenti- 

ents of Helen he was ſoon acquainted 

action ſpoke a language ſufficiently 
lain, His love of eaſe, and the ſuſceptibi- 
ty of his heart, were daily flattered by 
en attentions 3 and his gratitude, his in- 
nation for the fair enchantreſs, who had 
be art of rendering his priſon ſo agreeable, 
re heightened by her having the addreſs 
avoid him, and give him no opportunity 
thanking her in perſon. The view of her 
trait, and the praiſes continually be- 
pred on her by thoſe about him, tranſ- 
med his gratitude into the moſt violent 
ve, He burned with the deſire of ſee- 
lg her, Secret propoſals were then made, 
fries ſent from one to. the other, and 
tings took place, till the parties were 
erſectly agreed, Decency led them to en- 


favour to throw a veil over their proceed- 
WO. G 
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ings. ; but the veil wos ſo tranſparent, ty 
it left the inmates. of the ea little y 
divige. | 

In this affair; 3 of Hertingfy 
ſien acted the principal part. He dip 
Peculiar talents for ſuch negociatians, a 
completely acquired by it the confidence q 
his: maſter, 

Herman had no concern in the buſh 
nor was there a man in the world leſs pro 
per for the office. He: knew but one ſp 
cies of love, that which he felt for l 
and of which pure hearts alone are ſuſcey 
tible. An amorous intrigue was deems 
by him incompatible with virtue; and 
was not politic enough to conceal the d 
guſt with which it inſpixed him. M. 
yet a page in the court of Winceſlaus, u 
pudence and libertiniſm had been {cen | 
him under all their moſt, odious forms, A 
he ſincerely regtetted that ſimilar feen 
were about to be renewed, here, by a prin 
whom he loved, and in whom he diſcover 
with ſorrom, the ſame proneneſs to 6 


wchery, as had diſguſted him in his im- 
ial brother. 

Sgiſmond, not being accuſtomed to 
d in the eyes of thoſe about him, a ſecret 
iapprobation of his conduct, Herman was 
pt at 4 diſtance, and the wily meſſenger 


pployed on every occaſion, 

As Herman's, attachment; to his maſter 
ad conſiderably diminiſhed, he was leſs 
ible to the preference given another, 
Ed envied not Kunzman the favour of a 
finde whom he would now willingly. have 
pitted, ©* To what purpoſe is the effe- 
minate life I am leading here ?” would he 
| to himſelf, © Is this the way to raiſe 
myſelf to diſtinction, and render myſelf 
worthy of the princeſs of Wirtemberg ? 
Oh! fly, Herman, fly ! thou art here 
velling thy time in a manner ſtill more 


ler in colours ſo diſadyantageous. 


G 2 


love, the complaiſant Hertingſhauſen, 


reprehenfible, than that depicted by Mun- 
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her little experience on ſuch ſubjects. Ho 


her, and ſhe could never have heard of tt 


ſoner in the caſtle of Soclos, he was becom 


— 
CHAPTER IX. 


EVERY thing has an end: a paſſin 
the nature of that of Helen and Sigiſmond 
is belide ſeldom of long duration, and we 
are almoſt tempted to give the princels ſons 
credit for its brevity, by attributing it i 


could ſhe think to fix for ever her lover? 
How hope, at ſome future period, to ft 
his throne? Love, and her confidence i 
her charms, muſt have certainly blinded 


former adventures of the faithleſs Sp 
mond. She had calculated too much on hi 
conſtancy ; and ſo completely had he {il 
Jugated her, that, inſtead of being 2 pi 


in reality its maſter. 

It never entered the mind of Helt 
that Sigiſmond was ſecretly contriving | 
deliver himſelf at once, both from bis} 
ſon and his miſtreſs, of whom he was 0 
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wally weary; and her ſurpriſe was ex- 
eme, when one day he entered her cham- 
er equipped for a journey. At firſt ſhe 
us thunderſtruck ; but ſuppoſing he might 
e going a hunting, ſhe offered to accom- 
any him. No, my charming princels,” 
id Sigiſmond, ** I mult leave you.“ 
Leave me! I am anſwerable with my 
fe for your-perſon !” 

« And, is mine in no danger, if I re- 
main longer here? Your rebellious ſons 
are informed of the kindneſs with which 
you treat me.: they will ſoon arrive, and 
vill load me with chains, ſomewhat hea- 
vier than thoſe in which you have held 
me captive.” | 

« Alas! I perceive they are too leht ; 
you will eaſily ſhake them off! 

© Dear Helen !- is it poſſible for me in 
this place, in the arms of love, to take 
the neceſſary ſteps to regain the throne, 
from which I have been hurled ? Think 
what you require! Think of the happi- 


nels, the reputation of him whom you 
love!“ 
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which, at length, ſhe recovered to aſk, u 


_ eſcape ſecretly, which ſerved to juſtify ff 


Helen fell into a profound reverie, (gp 


* ther, if fortune favoured him, he wo 
c ſtill think of her, and would not forge 
ee the love and conſtancy he bad ſworn}! 

Sigiſmond, who gave himſelf little tre 
ble about the vows he made to a miſtred 
readily acquieſced, and his language wal 
other reſpects ſo tender, that ſhe was dup 
by his artifice, and conſented to his eſcape 
She then prayed him at leaſt to ſtay af 
days longer before he left her. The kin 
was all compliance; but as this delay 
no means ſuited him, and he was apprete 
five of loling the opportunity that ollety 
of regaining his liberty, he. reſolved i 


len to her ſons from having any concern 


OF UNNA. 32g 
ro — — 
de Eater di7”, -« 


NO one WAS more pleaſed than Herman 


t having eſcaped from the palace of this 
ce. He rejoiced, that he was at length 
_ mancipated from a life of idleneſs, wuh- 
411 


ut being obliged to quit his maſter, whom 


Wh: confidered as reſtored to virtue, and of 
q | tonſequence again began to love. Sigif- 
A ond bent his courſe to the caſtle of count 
100 


Cyly, the brother of his fiſter's huſband, 


prived him anew of the heart of the loyal 
ett of Unna. | > 
te Cylys bad always been partiſans of 
- WWiziſmond, One was bound to him by fa- 
b mly ties; the other, count Peter Cyly, at 
Whoſe houſe he was now a gueſt, was linked 
\ his fate by a ſtill more powerful charm. 
His Peter was ſurhamed the Weak, an ap- 
POation he well deferved, and had nothing 
to 1commend bim but his wife, the hand- 
8 


where adventures awaited him, that de- 
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ſome Barbe, formerly maid of hongy; to 
queen Mary of Hungary, and for whom jp 
was indebted to Sigiſmond. Barbe was th 
guarantee of her huſband's fidelity, as, by 
for her, he might eaſily have been pzing 
by any one that Knew his imbecility, de 
wasentirely devoted to the king, profeſledy 
from gratitude for having beſtowed her d 
Peter the Weak ; her ſpovuſe, at leaſt, ua 
fully convinced of this; but there yer 
people who thought differently, and the 
ſequel will probably inform us, which par 
ty was in the right. Thus much is certain, 
that Barbe had maintaied the beſt diſpots 
tion of loyalty towards Sigilmond in het 
huſband, who had always need of being 
moved by ſome external impulſe, to enadl 
him to take part in any thing; and that ſh 
was the principal motive that had induced 
the king to prefer the caſtle of count Pete 
for his aſylum. Sigiſmond and his ty 
companions, Herman and HertingſhauPs 
were received with open arms ; and thogl 
the count expreſſed ſimply enough bis lo 
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nihment at this ſudden viſit, it appeared, 
nevertheleſs, that Barbe had long expected 
der illuſtrious gueſt, \ 

Herman was not fo blind on the ſubject 
xs count Cyly. He obſerved looks of in- 
relligence between his maſter and the coun- 
tes; he perceived alſo, that Hertingſhau- 
ſen was at the bottom of the ſecret, and 
treated by Barbe as an old acquaintance. 
Hence it was eaſy for him to infer, that the 
frequent abſence of Hertingſhauſen,. during 
the latter part of their abode at. the caſtle 


of Soclos, when Sigiſmond and his people 


were no longer treated as priſoners, was for 
the purpoſe of carrying on a ſecret corre- 


ſpondence between the king and the coun- 
teſs; and that his maſter had been prompted 


to quit Helen, leſs from diſguſt of the idle 
and voluptuous life he led with her, than a 
delire to viſit his ancient friend. 
Afewdays were ſufficient to.convince Her- 
man, that the ſcenes of. diſſipation which 
bad taken place in the caſtle of Soclos 


vould here be renewed ; and that his hopes 
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ſometimes propoſed in the cabinet cound] 


throne; but theſe meaſures were deferrel 


of arms, than of artifice and intrigue; 


1 Cyly ſtin more diſagreeable, was the wait 


whom he might confide, Before they | 
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of re-entering on an active life, and of Dur. 
ſuing his fortune, were built on a ſandy 
foundation” 

This conviction led him to reſume kis 
former purpoſe of leaving his maſter, 3 
there was nothing to induce him to ſtay x 
the caſtle of Cyly. It is true, that it wy 


of Sigiſmond, to take effective meaſures fy 
replacing the monarch immediately on the 


from day to day, and the means choſen fr 
the accompliſhment of this great deſig 
conſiſted leſs in the employment of fore 


things in which Herman was totally unſkil 
led, and of which he was even ſo impolite 
as to own his diſapprobation. 

What rendered his abode at the caſtle 


of a friend whom he could love, and b 


Soclos, the conduct of Hertingſhauſen had, 
more than once, excited his contempt, and 


gere it ſoon rendered him totally unworthy 
whe affection of a man like Herman. Her- 
noſhauſen did not content himſelf with 
being the go-between of an illicit amour, 
te ſought alſo to participate in the pleaſures 
of his maſter, He had eyes only for the 
indfome counteſs, and the counteſs put no 
reſtraint on hers, unleſs when in danger of 
being obſerved by Sigiſmond. With re- 
ſpect to our knight, whom ſhe had conſi- 
ered from the beginning as a perſonage of 
0 conſequence, ſhe feared not his notice, 
land was as little reſerved before him as be- 
fore her blind and imbecile huſband; In- 
ted, ſo exceſſive was the impudence of the 
counteſs, that the innocence and purity of 
Herman's mind would ſcarcely permit him 
o credit the teſtimony of his ſenſes. Mean- 
while be knew not yet how far this new 
Mefalina could carry her effrontery and 
Icentiouſneſs, of which hiſtory has tranf- 
mitted to us ſome account; nor was he 
fully convinced, till at length ſhe caſt her. 
kcivious eyes upon him, witk intent to- 


day him alſo / into her ſnares. 
3 
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I ſhall here drop the curtain, to concyy 
from my reader the horrible ſcenes thy 
paſſed in the caſtle of Cyly ; and contey 
. myſelf with ſaying, that they were fy 
as, in the eyes of Herman, to give it th 
appearance of an infernal abode, which he 
thought continually of quitting ; and thi 
the only circumſtance, by which he was. 
tained, was his being doubtful whether he 
ought to be ſilent, before he departed, a 
inform his maſter of the abominable pre. 
tices of the counteſs. The former his pro- 
bity forbad; and his delicacy revolted x 
the latter. SES 

In the explanation that he muſt hare 
entered into with Sigiſmond, he mult hare 
owned his knowledge of the monarch's con- 
nections with the wife of count Peter, and 
that, perhaps, without daring to have er 
preſſed all the horror with which it inſpired 
him; a conduct which appeared to him a 
- ſort of tacit approbation, to which he could 
by no means bring himſelf to conſent : 20d 
thus he remained undecided, till new di- 
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coreries filled up the meaſure of his indig- 
nation, and precipitated his departure. 
The contempt with which Herman re- 


nt 
ch WW paid the advances of the counteſs, had drawn 
the Won him her hatred ; nor was ſhe contented, 


ll ſhe had infuſed ſimilar ſentiments into 
the mind of Sigiſmond. Hertingſhauſen 
had already, at Soclos, deprived Herman of 


a Cyly our knight ceaſed to be ſummoned 
o the deliberations held on the ſubject of 
rcioſtating Sigiſmond on the throne, He 
diſcovered, too, that the regaining of the 
own of Hungary was not the ſole object 
In agitation ; for the ambitious Barbe had 
nſpired the king with more elevated pre- 
tenſions, It had, formerly been predicted 
jo her that ſhe ſhould be an empreſs ; al- 
ready ſhe conſidered herſelf as the wife of 
deiſmond ; and it is therefore not to be 
wondered at, that ſhe ſought to inſtil into 
lim the deſire of aſcending the imperial 
lirone, the object of her deareſt wiſhes, and 
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to which ſhe had no hope-of arriving, uns 
leſs he was ſeated upon it himſelf, 
All theſe things gave infinite diſpleaſure 
to Herman. He. beard: of plots forming 
_ againſt the life not only of Winceſlayy 
whoſe crown already tottered on his head, 
but alſo: of duke Frederic of Brunſyig, 
and other nobles, who had pretenſions ty 
the imperial ſceptre; and he dreaded, let 
he ſhould not arrive in time to caution aid 
to ſave them. In this emergency, Hermu 
had the generoſity to forget that duke Fre 
deric was his rival deſigned by the count of 
Wirtemberg to become the conſort of Ida: 
he confidered him only as a prince threat 
ened with cowardly aſſaſſination, for whe 
fafety, as well as that of Winceſlaus, Ie 
would readily, on. ſuch an occaſion, bat 
ſacrificed his exiſtence. | 
Herman was now unalterably determined 
to quit, without delay, this den of mu- 
derers. But it was not ſo eaſy as he thougit 
to eſcape from the caſtle of Cyly. A lot 
wall ſurrounded the park through which 


neceſſary to paſs. To this wall there 
xzs but one gate, which was ſhut by night, 
nd ſtrictly guarded by day. Thus he diſco- 


e that Sigiſmond and his people were 
es priſoners here than in the caſtle of 
oC WWoclos, At firſt Herman had fixed on the 


debt for the execution of his deſign: but 
he was obliged to change his pùrpoſe, and 
at for day; flattering himſelf that he 
uld effect his eſcape more eaſily by means 
fa preſent to the guard, than by erdea- 
during, with his ſingle ſtrength, to burſt 
enormous gates fortified with bars of iron. 
With this view he went to repoſe himſelf 
oue of thoſe delightful alcoves or ſhrub- 
deries with which the park abounded, and 


tink of ſufficient importance to be com- 
hunicated to the reader in a chapter by 
Kell. 


dere was witneſs to a converſation, that we 
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HERMAN 


CHAPTER XI. 


HERMAN preſently perceived that he 
was not alone in the alcove. His ſafe 


required that he ſhould not be diſcovers, 
and thus neceſſity obliged him for once u 
play the eaves-dropper, in ſpite of the con. 


tempt he had always entertained for ſo def 
picable a practice. The reader will lean 


who were the perſons that had preceded oy 
hero from the following converſation, . 


which his arrival gave birth. 
« Hark ! I hear a noiſe.” 
« It is no body, counteſs : it is only ti 


ce ruſtling of the leaves.“ 


« would not for the world any one 


4 ſhould overhear us.” 
It is impoſſible; your two huſband 


cc as you have ſeen, are dead drunk.” 

« My wo huſbands, indeed! A pfeth 
« conceit! You are jealous, Hertingſhay 
6 "Jen !” 

« It is for huſbands to be jealous oi !i 
te lover, not the happy lover of the i 


. «& band.“ 


« And jealous they will be. Ah, Kunz- 
& man ! another time let me beſeech you 
« to be more prudent ; to- night you quite 
« forgot yourſelf. Be contented with giv- 
« ing me proofs of your affection when we 
« zre alone: but in preſence of the king, 
u before count Peter . . Surely the wine 
« muſt have deranged your intellects.“ 

« You are alarmed without cauſe. Si- 
giſmond and the count were both ſcarce- 
y capable either of ſeeing or hearing.“ 

gut know you not, that, in their cups, 
„ fools become wiſe, and cowards brave.” 

© Brave indeed! I would not have ad- 
© viked him, when ſober, to ſtrike me for 
s ſtealing a kiſs from your lips.” 

Pie, Kunzman! You would have borne 
it, and I cannot help thinking of the diſ- 
grace you have ſuſtained. Leave me.— 
vill never ſuffer by my fide a man 
hom Peter the Weak has beaten,” 

* Counteſs !” 

* You are yet but a ſimple page.— 
Leave me, I fay. Herman for me! He 
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« would not have taken a blow from con 
Peter, nor even from king Sigiſccl 
t himſelf.” 

Herman, countefs ! Do not render nt 
60 deſpertite 1. Vou know what J have already 
'« faid on this curſed ſubject. Is it not tut 
that, had he been as willing as youre, 
« you would have made him happy?” 

© The brave are always happy.” 

c Heavens, I ſhall go diſtracted! ., 
« Herman, Herman, where art thou} 
„Where fhall I find thee ? — Thy doom! 
A . 

4 This might be well in a man who hal 
% no fears. However, to-morrow coun 

« Peter is to hunt with the brave Herma 
e Tf you have any inclination, you m 
« avenge yourſelf of both at once. 60 
«Jet us ſee with what deeds of heroilm 
* love and vengeance will inſpire you. Bu 
« to ſpeak frankly, you will reruro, Tu 
& no doubt, with your hands and garmenl 
e as ſpotleſs -as they are at this moment 
4 How indeed ſhould it be poſſible to dil 
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« yith blood thoſe pretty white fingers, or 
that ſpruce Ik doublet i 

The diſcourſe of this fury was more than 
once interrupted by the blaſphemies of the 
enraged Hertingſhauſen; and when it was 
kiiſhed, he ruſhed like lightning from the 
cove, while Barbe burſt into an infernal 
ugh, loud enough to reach his ears, not- 
nithſtanding his ſpeed. | 
Herman was ſo aſtoniſhed at what he had 
heard, that he knew not how he ought to 
it, The conclufion of the counteſs's 
eech would have induced him to make his 
eſcape, had not a ſentiment of honour with- 
held him. He had never been accuſtomed 
I to fly before his enemies; and, befide, he 
rembled for the life of the count, with whom 
be was in reality engaged to hunt the next 
day, From the extreme imbecility of his 
underſtanding, Herman was induced to con- 
fder him in the light of a woman, and con- 
quently deemed himſelf bound, as a loyal 
knight, to protect him from outrage. 
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He was detained a few minutes long 
in the alcove by the arrival of Barbe's wii. 
ing- maid. 

« Retire, lovers!“ ſaid ſhe: : © day be. 
& gins to dawn,” 

Tour caution is uſeleſs,” anſwered 
Barbe: I am alone,” 

% Alone!“ 
6 ] have at length rouſed Hertingſbau- 
ſen out of his lethargy. Neither Herman 
nor Peter will ſurvive the approaching 
day: I have ſet a famiſhed tiger at their 
heels, I know Kunzman ; he will cer- 
tainly put them to death, let him find 
them where he will.” 

But why? good God, Why?“ 

“ Fool, that thou art! Every day am! 

not expoſed to the contemptuous looksd 
« theone? and thou knoweſt how the other 
„ behaved laſt night. I wanted only to ſe 

| my lover ſtruck by my ſtupid huſband: 
it will next be my turn.“ 

« And ſhall 1 be able after this, m 
lady, to ſay that you are not cruel?” 
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« Cruel! —For the tenth time let me 
remind thee of of queen Mary. Does ſhe 
not ſtill live peaceably in her convent ?* 
« Have I not diſdained to ſpill her blood, 
though it would ſecure my fortune ?” 
The ſequel will perhaps inform us, whe- 
ther Herman comprehended theſe words, or 
refeted ſeriouſly on their meaning. But 
the haſte with which he quitted the alcove, 
3 they were uttered, leaves room to doubt 
his having heard them. 


er 


— 


ll 


be. 


red 


er « What is that!” exclaimed the maid, 
cr- Whom Herman had joſtled, as he paſſed 
ind between her and the branches of the al- 


cove, 

* Good God !“ cried Barbe: © if any 
* one has overheard us !” | 

* Juſt as you were ſpeaking of the 
queen, ſomething paſſed me ſo quickly 
.... Ah, madam! I tremble.... I 
* fear .. . . Is it indeed true, that your 


* hands are not ſtained with the queen's 
blood?“ 
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. ſwear they are not.. . Why ſhouy 
& J aſſaſſinate a rival, who, injures me 50 
« little with Sigiſmond ? I never ſhed blood 
ce out of wantonneſs.” 

« Tt is very cold, madam ; beſides, it i 
<«. almoſt day; will you pleaſe to go in?” | 
Barbe was ſilent z and they quitted the 
alcove. 


CHAPTER. XII. 

IN vain did: Herman traverſe the foreſt 
in queſt of his adverſary. Nor being able 
to find him, he haſtened back to the eaſtle, 
to inform count Peter of his danger. He 
wo had diſappeared ; Hertingſhauſen, it 
was ſaid, had come for him from king Si- 
giſmond half an hour before, and Flerman 
had alſo been inquired after, | 

Herman could gueſs at leaſt pretty 
nearly, the road Kunzman was likely to 
tke with the unfortunate count. It was not 
dificult for ſo artful a traitor to carry the 
feeble minded Peter wherever he could 
vith moſt ſecurity execute his deteſtable 
purpoſe. The defender of the unhappy 
victim quickened his ſteps, but ſcarcely had 
he quitted the caſtle, when he beheld him- 
{lf ſurrounded by the guards, who de- 
manded his {word in the name of king Sigiſ- 
mond, and told him that they muſt con- 
duct him inſtantly to priſon, = 
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ſhedding of innocent blood, without, per 
| haps, effecting his eſcape. He was ſhut yy 


crime, they ſhrugged up their ſhoulders 
to the foreſt in ſearch of count Peter, who, 


ed before his judge. King Sigiſmond caf 
.on him, for the firſt time in his life, a look 


| 4c eye, innocent pleaſures, whilſt, at i 


: 
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Herman obeyed, or rather was forced y 
obey. Refiſtance would have been uſeleſ; 
its only conſequence would have been the 


in a tower in the north wing of the caſtle; 
on his aſking his conductors what was his 


but gave him no anſwer ; they promiſed, 
however, at his urgent intreaties, to ſend 


he aſſured them, was in danger of his life 
Towards noon the priſoner was conduct. 


of indignation, Herman, ſtood before hin 
with that air of confidence which innocence 
alone can give. | 

cf Vee. diſſembling hypocrite ! ex: 
claimed the king: was it for thee to tak 
« upon thyſelf the character of a preache 
815 of virtue, to cenſure, with ſo envious a 


« fame time, thou wert ſecretly attempting 
« to raviſh thy maſter's property ?” 

« Let your majeſty deign to pardon him, 
u jn conſideration of his youth: interpoſed 
Babe, whom Herman had not before no- 
ticed ; * Perhaps he had drank too freely, 
u 2nd was not in his ſenſes : beſides, what 
« is a kiſs 2” 

«A kiſs!” cried Sigiſmond : © To you, 
indeed, a kiſs ſeems a trifle ! Traitreſs, 
you love Herman, or you would not 
* ſpeak thus.“ 

Have I then been miſtaken for Her- 
 tingſhauſen 2?” aſked Herman, caſting a 
look of contempt on the counteſs. 

« My eyes, it is true, told me that it was 
* Hertingſhauſen,” ſaid the king: they. 
* repreſented to me, not thy figure, but 
bis. But I will not believe their teſti- 
* Mony ; I was half aſleep, and the coun- 
tels is in the right: it was not he, it was 
thou, who had'ſt the boldneſs to attack 
what is moſt dear to me in the wor 

Vol. II. H 
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_« My lord ! my king ! !* reſumed Bate, 
with a ſupplant voice: © you are certainly 
« deceived : yes, yes, it was Hertingſhauſen, 
* and not this poor Herman: pardon him, 
pray pardon him, if you would not har 
«© me die too!“ 

. ©, Withdraw,” ſaid Sigiſmond: « the 
e kiſs ſhall not coſt thee thy life; it is bu 
« a trifle, as the counteſs ſays. But that 
« ſhe loves thee ! that the moſt beautiful af 
«« her ſex adores thee, and would die with 
* thee! . . . . Diſtraction ! , , . Retire; re- 

© tire from my ſight.” 

Herman was led back to his priſon, He 
ſaw what was the defign of his accuſer, Her 
equivocal-anſwers, the inclination ſhe pre- 
tended for him, were meant to inflame the 
Jealouſy of Sigiſmond. She was well aware, 
that a look, a tear, would protect her from 
the rage of her lover; but ſhe wiſhed Her 
man to become its victim. 

« This was a maſter ſtroke,” ſaid Batbe 
to her waiting-woman, when ſhe was alone 


with her. Sigiſmond ſaw but too clear} 
5 
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«in his cups. He would infallibly have 
6 put Hertingſhauſen to death, How lucky 
that I was able to make him believe Her- 
man to be the guilty perſon !”? 

« Alas! I was ſo pleaſed,” ſaid the ſer- 
ant, when I found him here in the court 
k of the caſtle 3 ſo happy that he had eſcaped 


„danger has befallen him. Ah! why did 
I not conceal from you 


n © Weak creature! Surely thou doſt not 
e- WE veep 2? 
And yet you loved him once?“ 
e put thyſelf in my place, and thou 
lr wilt then conceive, of what ſlighted love! is 
fe. capable.“ 
the I could not hate ſo noble a "OY 
rc, Wi however he might deſpiſe me.” 
on By © Hold thy peace, and fee if Herting- 
ler. ſhauſen be not yet coming. He will, ar 
leaſt, have executed one, of my com- 
arve WF miſſions,” 
q - The maid looked, weeping, out of the 
-arl 


ndoy, as did Herman at the ſame mo- 


H 2 


k the word of Kunzman; and now a new 
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horſemen, ifluing from the wood, advance 


ed rather confuſed murmurs, than articulate 
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ment from the grille of his priſon, town 
the road that led to the foreſt, 
Night was approaching. A troop of 


full ſpeed towards the caſtle. Deſpair wy 
viſible in their eyes, and the words they 
uttered, as they alighted at the gate, ſeem. 


words. Two of them paſſed under his 
grated window, and he heard the following 
converſation : - 1 
Ho terribly the boar has gored hin 
« in his ſide,” ſaid one: I never before 
ec beheld ſuch a wound.” 

ce It was no boar,” ſaid the other,“ take 
* my word for it; but the ſabre of font 
« aſſaſſin. Sir Herman was right, whe 
« he ſent us to his ſuccour : ſurely he has 
«the gift of prophecy.” GY 

And there was no life in him? Ft 
« was actually dead“. “ 

« Alas! yes . . . . He was a good ma 
« ter; he never did injury to any one 


How | pitied the brave Kunzman. He 


me 
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« muſt certainly have fought valiantly in 
« geſence of the count, for he was wounded 
« and covered with blood. And then how 
« affecting was his grief! He wept over the 
dead body, and tore his hair with ſorrow, 
] could never have believed he had ſuch 
„ love for him.“ | 

At theſe words, Herman ſhut the win- 
dow, and fell almoſt ſenſeleſs on the floor 
of his priſon. **©\Behold then,” cried he, 
© how guilt triumphs, and innocence is 
« opprefled ! Eternal Judge! where is chy 
« vengeance ?” 
Preſently the rumbling noiſe of a car- 
rape, and the cries he heard, among which 
he thought he could diſtinguiſh the plain» 
tive voice of the counteſs, informed him 
that the corpſe of the unfortunate count 
ly was arrived. A cold ſweat pervaded 
bis body; he moved, trembling, towards 
the window, but retired before he had 
reached it, unable to bear the melancholy 
ſpectacle, 
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It is difficult to divine, what were the 
thoughts and feelings of Herman, Curing 
the mournful ſilence that fucceeded this 
fearful tumult. A noiſe at the door of H 
priſon at length rouſed him from his 
gloomy reverie. The bolts gave way, 4 
female voice ſaid to him: © Sir Herman, 
«you are at liberty!“ 

« At liberty! By whoſe order!“ 

« By the aſſiſtance of a poor girl, who 
© has taken pity on you, and who wiſe, 
by a good action, to make ſome atons 
« ment for the many ſins ſhe has com 
« mitted. Fly! fly before it be too late! 

« Fly 1 Innocence never flies!“ 

« What will your innocence avail you 
«:here'?”. | 

« I will firſt avenge the blood of count 
„ Peter, by publiſhing the name of bs 
« cruel aſſaſſin.” 

« But who will liſten to you ?” 

« Sjgiſmond ſhall liſten to me. I wil" 
% unmaſk to him the hypocrite Barbe. 


cr My miſtreſs ! Oh, I beſeech you, do 


« not ſeek your ruin!“ 

« Barbe thy miſtreſs? Art thou then one 
& of her accomplices?“ 

% am. +++ I am. . . . But, for Hea- 
« yen's ſake, fly. The counteſs now rules 
« alone in this caſtle. The king quitted 
6jt in haſte an hour ago. A courier 
« brought him news from Prague, Some 
& extraordinary revolution is talked of.— 
gut what am I doing? Away: loſe not 
* thoſe precious moments, which can never 
« be recalled, I muſt inſtantly ſhut the 
tower, where it has been reſolved to iet 
you periſh with hunger. Your eſcape 
* gill not be immediately diſcovered, but 
my abſence will be remarked; and you 
* will have to reproach yourſelf with the 
„death of her who has ſought your deli- 
" yerance,” 

Herman no longer objected to follow 
ter advice, He took the hand of his con- 
ductreſs, and expreſſed a wiſh to know the 
tame of the perſon who had acquired 10 
H 4. 
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deep a claim on his gratitude. She complie 
with his requeſt, and, before they parted, in. 
formed him beſide, that Kunzman, nt. 
withſtanding his wound, and the countelyy 
intreaties, had been obliged to accompany 
the king, who, probably from a remainder 
of ſuſpicion, no longer treated him with 
his wonted partiality. 


. 


OF UNNA. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


HERMAN fled, and fled with caution, 
decauſe he knew that the vengeance of a 


cruel woman, whoſe pride he had offended, 
purſued him. During his journey, which 
was long, he heard of various events. The 
emperor Winceſlaus was all but 'depoſed : 
his wife, the incomparable Sophia, coura- 
geouſly ſhared his troubles. She ſeemed 
to have begun to love him juſt as he be- 
came unfortunate. She conſoled him; ſhe 
confidered his not having filled the place 
of Suſanna with a new miſtreſs, as a merit 
in him; ſhe was even generous enough to 
lament the melancholy fate of a woman 
who had occaſioned her ſo much ſorrow. 
This worthleſs creature, defirous of form- 
ing her taſte upon the model of her lover, 
and of aſſuming the direction of his orgies, 
id found it neceſſary to drink as freely 
i himſelf ; but her conſtitution being too 
keble to ſupport it, ſhe died in conſe- 
Hs 
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quence of her intemperance, without being 
in the leaſt regretted by him, to whom he 
had ſacrificed her health and life, „ We. 
“ men,” ſaid the emperor, ſpeaking of her 
after her death, © are abſolutely good for 
nothing, not even for drinking.“ 
While Winceſlaus, ſhut up in a caſtle, 
owed his ſafety ſolely to the prudence of 
Sophia, whoſe tender care he repaid after 
his manner, the aflairs of Sigiſmond in Hun. 
gary had taken a favourable turn; his ene- 
mies were humbled, and, by the aſſiſtance 
of count Cyly, brother to Peter the Weak, 
he had re-aſcended the throne, He mar- 
ried the widow of the deceaſed count, and 
found in this union the deſerved chaftiſe- 


ment of his perfidy reſpecting queen Mary, 


the princeſs Helen, and a thouſand others. 
Barbe ruled him deſpotically, The only 
point ſhe could not obtain from Sigiſmond, 
was to keep Hertingſhauſen in his ſervice 


The remembrance of the kiſs, which be 
could not help charging on him rather that 
on Herman, never eſcaped from his mind, 
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Kunzman Was obliged therefore to quit the 
court, and to enter under no very favourable 
circumſtances into the ſervice of the elect- 
or of Mentz, where, perhaps, we : ſhall ſhort- 
ly purſue him. 

The projects of Sigiſmond to obtain the 
imperial crown, did not prove ſucceſsful. 
A great number of princes aſpired to it; 
among others, Robert count Palatine, count 
Everard of Wirtemberg, and Frederic duke 
of Brunſwic ; and upon one of theſe three it 
vas conſidered as certain that the election 
vould fall. 

Herman no ſooner heard that count 
Everard and duke Frederic were among the 
competitors at Nuremberg, than his doubts 


relpeCting the place to which he ſhould di- 
rect his ſteps were at an end. He had hi- 


1 
nl therto been ignorant of Ida's abode ; but 
nd, e now thought it certain that ſhe muſt be 


ice, WF Pt her father and her intended ſpouſe. 
be He ardently wiſhed to ſee her; he was de- 
bn "ous alſo of acquainting duke Frederic 
ind, BY”? the conſpiracies formed againſt his 
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of Fritzlar, where a rumour prevailed, that 


life. But the father, the betrothed loyer 
of Ida, were ſounds grating to the ears of 
Herman. Poor young man! what a pre. 
ſpect for his heart, whether he eonfidered 
her as the daughter or the wife of the future 
emperor! 25 

. Herman was now in the neighbourhood 


the princes of Germany had rejected the 
duke of Brunſwic, and that, burning with 


wt RÞ wy NV Ht 3 —— 


refentment, the duke had quitted Nurem- b 
berg, to return to his own country, accom- 
panied by his brother-in-law, Rodolph of 
Saxony, It is eaſy to imagine the pleaſure 4 
our hero derived from the report. This , 
dangerous rival muſt then have quitted bis Wi 
miſtreſs, and had no proſpect of obtaining p 
the title of emperor, ſo much defired by F 
count Everard for his ſon-in-law, ſhould | 
he be unable to acquire it for himſelf.- 
New hopes ſprung up in the mind of o, 
knight. He btheld every obſtacle fur r 


mounted, the moment this redoubtable 
duke had departed from the field; forge 
9 
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dug how few were his pretenſions to aſpire 
o the daughter, as it might prove, of an 
emperor. Bi: A 
Meanwhile, having heard that duke 
Frederic was to paſs by way of Fritzlar, 
te reſolved to introduce himſelf to this 


57 „ FF oy -= 


0 prince, in order to inform him of the dan- 
ner to which he was expoſed. The mo- 
e ent be ceaſed to cunfider him as the de- 
ned huſband of Ida, he felt himſelf dou- 
„ intereſted in his behalf. He placed 
* himſelf, therefore, under a tree by the fide 
ode highway. The place was ſolitary, 
* The people of the canton accuſtomed to 
mer princes paſs, waited not in crowds their 
" coming, to aſſure themſelves they were but 
| men. | | 

15 Herman waited a conſiderable time, Fa- 
1 ligued with his journey, he at length fell 


aleep. In this fituation he had continued 
perhaps ſome hours, when he was waked by 
a fearful dream. He conceived that duke 
Fiederic was torn to pieces by a lion, and 
that an attempt was made to clothe him in 


— = - 
8 EPA: 


3 


> > - 2 nw ts I. — 
r 


1 5 
ay | 
0 P 
1 — OY 
o 4 
. N i, 
4 ; 
5 £ * 
5 \ ©h * * o 
: "} «i . 
SY [3 
Fs f 
1 4 
mn 
1 o 
__—_ 
1 7 . 
Ne. * 
ff 4 7 
W 7 
: 3 +4 * 
on * 4 
ul 35 
5 a 
| © * 
1 
1 P 
- * 
I * v4 s 
* 
- | 
4a 63» 
* + \ IF 
7 Ss 
4. 4,7 
A + 
we 
1 1 
: 4 1 
* 1 
: 4 £ 
2 * 
| 
» - 
"= q 
+Y 
a - 16 , 
3 - 
' 4 
b 5, TRE 
be © a 
1 
* = 4 
_ - po 
+ A 5 
p , 7 
"© 
4 the N 
1 + 
* by . + K 3 
1 h 
_— | 
* — #} , 
» - 
= 4 875 
8 o = - 7 * '' 
2 4 * o 
f v . ot 
wite 
vt * * 

* — py * 
Ws 
+= A, 

4 : & W 
7 2 2 
t 
* 
74 
2 
n g 
4 * 
4 o b 9 
Y U 
=. 
4 
6 
4 14 
5 - 
4h - Bs 
WW | 
i 
14 
4 
£- 1 4 * 
. 
12 
* * 
g 
* K 
85 
> 4 
4 
* 
4 
* 
LL 
/ 
% * A | 
N * bp” *%; 
— * 
? * 
* 
* 


158 HERMAN 


the ſkin of the prince's murderer.— Rec 
vering from the terror into which he yy 
thrown by this dream, he roſe, and per. 
ceived near him a pale and ghaſtly figur, 
with hair diſhevelled, and a naked ſabre i 
his hand. 

Herman ſtarted back. * What would? 
* thou do with my ſabre ?” cried he, per. 
ceiving it in the hands of the ſtranger, 

* Thy ſabre!” ſaid the man, inſtantly 
throwing it into the thickeſt part of the 
wood. Look on the ground; there lies 
ce thy ſabre. Its terrible appearance ſtruck 
«© me ſo forcibly, that I was unable to 
« purſue my way; and ſuſpecting thee 
« for an aſſaſſin, I drew my own, in order 
« to defend myſelf, if thou ſhould'll + 
« wake.“ 

Herman looked, and ſaw near the place 
where he had been ſleeping, a ſabre reel. 
ing with blood. Wretch !” ſaid he, tak 
ing the ſtranger by the throat, © whit 
* means that bloody weapon? .. . bil 


OF UNNA. 159 


\ WS: heavens? . .. . - whom do I fee? Kunz- 
naa of Hertingſhauſen, the murderer of 
. WS count Peter!“ | 
e Struck with horror, Herman let go his 
uad; and Kunzman no ſooner found him- 
if diſengaged, than he fled with all ſpeed, 
ing our knight in the moſt inconceiy- 
e aſtoniſnment. 

At the ſame inſtant a dreadful clamour 
ss beard in the wood. One lamented the 
be Nos of his good maſter. Another exclaim- 
ics ed, „it is here the murder muſt have 
ok been committed!“ while a third cried, 
„No, it was not here that he fell: we 
found his body at a diſtance, The aſſaſ- 
4 ſin however cannot be far; we had once 
„ almoſt taken him, but he eſcaped, and 
bears in his hand the inſtrument of his 
* crime *. 
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* Hiſtory ſays, ( that duke Frederic entered the 
wood alone, leaving his attendants at the diſtance of 
a bow-ſhot, Kurd, the chief of his guards, impatient 
his delay, followed him, and found him aſſaſſinated. 
He was time enough to ſee the murderers eſcape, and 


ren came up with one of them, whoſe name was Her- 
tnzſhauſen, 
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Herman was yet ſtanding with his arm 
folded, before the ſabre of Kunzman, wha 


theſe frighiful ſounds aſſailed his ears; 20 
he now ſtepped forward to aſcertain whe. 
ther they were real, or a continuance og 
of the illuſions of his dream; but ſcarcth 
had he advanced a fingle ſtep, when twenty 
voices cried out at once, * there he is! 
© behold, behold the aſſaſſin !” and tweny 
ſabres glittered in his eyes, ready to be 
drenched in his blood. 

Some evil genius ſeemed to have arrangs 
ed matters for the very purpoſe of throw 
ing ſuſpicion on the innocent, and favouring 
the guilty : for who would ſuppoſe they be 
held a murderer in a perſon, who, inſtead 
of flying, approached with an air of tran- 
quillity, which a villain, after the commil 
ſion of a crime, is incapable of affuming; 
in a young man, whoſe every feature ſpoke 
innocence and candour ? The only reſent 
| blance between him and Kunzman, the 2. 
thor of the murder, conſiſted in their 2. 
mour, and the roſe-coloured ſleeve worn j 
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ich, both of them belonging to the ſame 
der of knighthood. 

Herman had been little accuſtomed to 
yield to an enemy, without defending him- 
Lf, He accordingly ſnatched up the ſabre 
f Kunzman, having no reſource but to 
jk the bloody and murderous weapon of 
hat aaſſin, his own ſabre having been taken 
om him while he had ſlept, and thrown 
Kunzman into the wood. 

ln thoſe days it was by no means uncom- 
pon for a man ſo far to carry his bravery, as 
bprefer dying in combat to begging favour 
an enemy; as the cuſtom of ſurrendering 
dluntarily, in conſequence of having diſ- 
brered a ſuperiority of number, or of 
rength, was yet not eſtabliſhed. Her- 
an laid about him like a true and valo- 
ws knight. Two of his opponents were 
ready dead at his feet, and others ſo ſe- 
ely wounded, as to be incapable of reſiſt- 
ce; when at length the whole troop ruſh- 
Von him in a body, threw him to the 
Found, and would infallibly have deprived 
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him of life, had not their chief interſergd 
and forbidden them to kill him. 

„Stop!“ cried Kurd, commander of tbe 
guards of the unfortunate duke: « jj 
&« villain deſerves not to die by the hands 
& brave men like you.” 

« Ah!” ſaid one of them, who had m 
his ſword through the body of Herman 
after he had been beaten to the ground 
“ your interference is too late. I hay 
« given him his doſe, See how his li 
e eſcapes with his blood! Sweet facrifc 
« of vengeance to the departed manes g 
« Frederic!” 

« What haſt thou done ?” replied Kurd 
e haſte inſtantly to bind up his wound, 
& He is not the only criminal; the | 
c have fled; and he muſt not die till | 
&* has diſcovered his infamous accompli 
«© ces. 

Herman was lying ſenſeleſs on ti 
ground, His wound being bound up, | 
was conveyed to an inn in a neighbourt 


village, whither Rodolph of Saxony, incl 
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Cable for the loſs of his friend, had pro- 
miled to repair. 

« Rodolph ſhall be thy judge,” cried 
Kurd, perceiving as they went that Her- 
man began to recover a little from his 
oon: “thy ſoul ſhall not take its flight 
to hell, till we have learned from thy 
u mouth the names of thy companions in 
0 iniquity” that we may have ample ven- 
3 geance.“ 

Herman made no anſwer. Probably 
te heard not the cruel words that were ad- 
defled to him. His head fell on one 
ſhoulder, while his features were expreſſive 
& the acuteſt anguiſh; and preſently, as 
they placed him on the ſtraw at the inn, his 
lenſes a ſecond time forſook him. 

Meanwhile enquiries were made reſpect- 
Ing duke Rodolph. No perſon in the village 
hing heard of him, Kurd diſpatched half 
us comrades in ſearch of him, remaining 
lmſelf with the reſt to take care of the 
wounded priſoner, and endeavour to pre- 


3, 
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ſerve the feeble ſpark of life that ſeems 
every moment about to be extinguiſhed, 
Towards evening, however, the ſenſe 
of Herman returned, and he aſked f 
drink. Wine was given him, and he wg 
_ preſently thought ſufficiently ſtrong to a. 
ſwer any queſtions that might be put u 
him, 
It is poſſible,” ſaid Kurd, to his fel. 
low guards, © that he may die before the 
* duke of Saxony arrives, who has, pet 
% haps, taken another road. I will inte 
< rogate him. therefore myſelf, and ju 
« ſhall be witneſſes of his depoſition,” 
An aſſaſſin! the murderer of dub 
Frederic! I!” replied Herman, but mi 
a feeble voice, to the firſt queſtion tial 
was put to him. God, the protedta 
« of innocence ... “ 
& Wilt thou add falſehood to thy crime! 
Does not this ſabre teſtify againſt thee 
« It was ſmeared with gore,” cried 
the witneſſes at once, © when we ſav tet 
ee take it from the ground to emplo} 


6 
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« zpzinſt us: the blood of our good maſ- 
6 ter, which it had ſhed, has been mingled 
& with ours!“ 

Let us be juſt,” ſaid Kurd: ce this 
© circumſtance alone is not ſufficient to 
| convict him: the ſword of an innocent 
' perſon may be made bloody by acci- 
dent. There are things which plead 

more ſtrongly againſt him, I will even 
* ſuppoſe that I might be miſtaken as to 
* his figure and his dreſs, though I obſerved 
them too well when 1 firſt came up with 

bim, and tore off the cloak in which he 
had wrapped himſelf, But look at the 
' fabrez it is that of duke Frederic; and 
the murderers ſeized his own ſword to 
bathe it in his blood,” : 

The witneſſes drew near: having exa- 
Ined it, they kiſſed the homicide ſteel, 
claiming, © it is indeed the ſabre of our 

good duke, as ſure as there is a God who 

teigns in Heaven! Let us take ven- 


geance, inſtant 5 on his mur- 
derer !” 
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As the light of a lamp, whoſe wick, zl. 
moſt conſumed, when repleniſhed with gi 
ſuddenly revives, throws out for an inſtant 
a more brilliant ſplendor, and then is es- 
tirely extinguiſhed, ſuch was the effect pro. 
duced on Herman by the wine he had ſy]. 
lowed, This drink, in his preſent ſuuz 
tion, was actual poiſon ; but for the mo- 
ment it revived him, and gave him a ce. 
gree of ſtrength and vivacity almoſt equal 
to a perſon in health, Perhaps, too, his 
deſperate ſituation, of which he now firſ 
became ſenſible, made ſo lively an im- 
preſſion on him, that he exerted all his 
powers, reſolving not to die accuſed cf 
murder, without having juſtified himſelf, 

Herman raiſed himſelf, therefore, on 
his feet, and the inn-keeper, with ſome dt 
his people, came to ſupport him, 

«© No,” ſaid he, with firmneſs, “I an 
ec not the aſſaſſin of duke Frederic. Tit 
“e ſabre in queſtion had never been in ny 
* hands, till you ſaw me take it up to de 
fend myſelf, Long ... And you mul 
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ſurely have perceived me Long had 
I contemplated it with horror, without 
during to touch it; for I had a preſenti- 


ment that it was ſtained with innocent 


_ | 

« Wretch !” ſaid Kurd; © and haſt thou 
then the effrontery to aver this ? haſt 

thou the effronte . . . .” 

It is unneceſſary to relate to the reader 
ad for word the converſation that paſſed. 
biffice it to ſay, that the accents of truth 
fling from the mouth of the almoſt ex- 
ing youth, produced, at leaſt, the effect of 
citing doubts, in the minds of the guards, 
| what they had hitherto conſidered as cer- 
in. He related, at length, all that hap- 
ned to him in the courſe of the day; and 
Kh the judges and the ſpectators found ſo 
doch probability in what he ſaid, that they 
ed at one another with aſtoniſhment, 
d were at a loſs how to act. 

Kurd now recolle&ed a circumſtance, 


ach, in the firſt impulſe of his rage, he 
forgotten; a circumſtance that could 
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not fail either to juſtify or convict the x. 
cuſed. We have obſerved that he had o 
nearly apprehended the aſſaſſin: he hy 
torn off his cloak, which he ſeized with ore 
hand, while with the other he graſped 
ſtrongly the hair of the murderer, that he 
could not eſcape without leaving a handf 
of it with his adverſary, This hair Ruf 
had taken care to preſerve ; and he dreyi 
from his pocket, in order at once to co 
found his priſoner, to whom he no longe 
knew what to ſay. But how great was li 
ſurpriſe when looking at this hair, whid 
was black, he compared it with the ligh 
ringlets that ſhadowed the pale face of Het 
man !—© And am I, indeed,” cried | 
« miſtaken ? is it poſſible this man cans 
« innocent ?” | 

The inn-keeper, who had hitherto {ip 
ported Herman on his feet, now let hun 
ſink gently on the ftraw, and thus interpt 
ed: «I would lay my life,” ſaid be,“ thi 
«© the perſon you have apprehended is i 
ce the criminal. It appears to me.. Coll 


, 
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i here, my lads, and look. . it appears 

« to me that he is the young knight who 
nass lodged wich us for three or four days 
pa.“ 1 
1s The ſervants of the inn-keeper ap- 
noached. “ It is!“ cried they at once 
it is the good fir Herman of Unna. In- 
deed, fir, he is not, he cannot be an 
allaſſin.“ 
Herman had, in- reality, aig feveral 
us in this village, where he Had given a 
houſang proofs of the goodneſs of his heart. 
g erety place in which he ſojourned he had 
e himſelf friends. It is not therefore to 
wondered at, that, in conſequence of the 
pute which now aroſe between the guards 
dd the people of the inn, and of the re- 
n ſpread through the village, that the 
dung knight had been wounded by the at- 
ants of duke Frederic; it is not, I ſay, 
de wondered at, that the inhabitants 
Kked together to ſee him and avenge his 
ule, On this occafion the women acted 


t moſt conſpicuous. part. They abuſed 
Vor. II. I 
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and mal: treated the guards, and adi 
took poſſeſſion of the unfortunate Herma 
who had ſuffered extremely from the ein 
tions he had made to juſtify himſelf, a 
from the little care that had been taken d 
him during the nn excited on bis 
counts: on; 

Kurd being . length foftencd, end: 
voured to re-eſtabliſh peace. All 30 
have urged,” faid he, ** is ſtill inſuffd 
ent to prove the innocence of this you 
„ man. If he be indeed not guilty, 1 
«©. dently wiſh to make reparation for vt 
he has ſuffered. But, as you yourlelt 
„ know, he may be fir Herman of Uni 
your benefactor,” and yet the murdetf 
of the duke. This handful of hair pron 
c more than all your vociferation; butent 
ee this is not enough to ſave him, Ide 
7 were more perſons than one, and thoug 
60 not the aſſaſſin, he may be an accol 
ce plice, The affair muſt be carried beld 
& a tribunal more capable of judging; & 
if his innocence be there acknowlcog 
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we ſhall be ſatisfied. For the preſent I 
{leave him to your care. Two of my 
men ſhall ſtay to guard him; and if you 
permit him to eſcape you muſt take the 
conſequence. So imprudent a ſtep, while 
it would be of no ſervice to him, would 
de certain ruin to yourſelves.” 

A horſeman now arrived, bringing in- 
mation that Rodolph was made priſoner, 
ad that his people were aſſembled within 
due miles of Fitzlar to fly to his aſſiſtance. 
he brave Kurd quitted the inn without 
ſing a moment. As faithfully attached 
Rodolph as to the unfortunate Frederic, 
Ju vould on no account have been abſent 
m {0 important an expedition. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


HERMAN remained in the care of hi 
former hoſt, Though his wounds were not 
mortal, the great quantity of blood he had 
| loſt, the efforts he had made, and the wine 
he had drank, rendered them dangerous 
He was for ſeveral days between life a 
death, and would infallibly have periſhet 
but for the humanity of the honeſt pe 
ſants. An old ſhepherd, the oracle of tht 
village, was his ſurgeon, and cured bim h 
an ointment compoſed of various fimple 
among which our manuſcript mentions, 4 
the principal, moſs taken from a dead man 
{ſkull and blanched by the rays of the ſun 
a fact which we pretend not to Ciſpute, ha 
ing little ſkill in ſuch matters.“ 


*The moſs which grows on the ſkull of 2 manu 
buried, was celebrated, in the days of ſuperſtition,k 
its medicinal virtues, and made a grand ingredieatt 
the famous ſympathetic powder, which was ſai 


By degrees our hero recovered ſo as to 

de able to walk. He converted freely with 

s hoſts on the terrible adventure that had 

b nearly coſt him his life, on the gratitude 

e owed them, and the recompenſe that was 

tic to their generoſity $ but he had neither 
ſreech nor ears When they adviſed him ſe- 
cretly to make his eſcape, In vain was it 
repreſented to him, that he might find it 
fificult to clear himſelf before prejudiced 
wdges;3 in vain was he told that there was 
nobody to detain him, the men left to guard 
im having withdrawn: he remained true 
lo the principle he had lately avowed at the 
altle of Cyly, innocence never flies, and reſok 
ed to wait for his accuſers; or, if they did 
ut come, to repair to Nuremberg, and take 
kr his judges the princes who were there 
Aembled. 

The latter was the meaſure he adopted. 
The people of duke Rodol ph, among whom 


fure the moſt deſperate wound, at the diſtance of half 
le globe, merely by being applied to the weapon 
My which the wound was inflicted. T. 
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was now the faithful Kurd, more attentie 
to the means of delivering their maſter, 
than of avenging duke Frederic, appear 
to have wholly forgotten him. He wy 
forced, therefore, to proceed to Nuremberg, 
and deliver himſelf up to the princes of the 
German empire, in whoſe juſtice he had the 
fulleſt confidence; or {ſubmit to bear the 
diſgrace of being ſuſpected of murder, Hig 
arguments at length brought over his hol 
to his opinion, and they -accompanied hin 
on his way to a diſtance from the village 
not leaving him till they arrived at the fail 
tree, where treacherous ſleep had been f 
near delivering him into the arms of death, 

“Let this tree,” ſaid he, as he quitte 
the crowd that accompanied him, © Lt 
« this tree teſtify my innocence! You 
« my friends, believe it only from attach 
ee ment to me: but why cannot thi 
trunk ſpeak, this trunk, under tix 
branches of which I ſo peaceab]y (ep! 
« when the lion that had devoured dil 
&« Frederic preſented itſelf before me in i 
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gream, and attempted to cover me with 
his blood? Why are not theſe leaves ſor 
many tongues to atteſt the truth? Why: 
do not thoſe rial ſpirits; that inviſibly 
# hovered over Kunzman and me, appear, 
nd bear witneſs againſt the murderer ?” 
Give me leave, ſir knight,” ſaid! one 
the oldeſt of the company, to give you 
2 word of advice. You know what we 
think-of you; but the princes, into whoſe 
hands you are going to place yourſelf, are: 
tot all Roberts count palatine, or Alberts; 
of Auſtria, There are amongſt them 
many, whoſe penetration is not clear 
enough to diſcover innocence envelaped 
in ſuch obſcurity; and perhaps there may 
be others, who would not be ſorry to ſee 
the innocent ſuſpected of their own hor- 
nd crime. Above all, truſt not to the: 
elector of Mentz. Since the aſſaſſination 
af duke Frederic, ſtrange reports have 
tept been ſpread in the neighbourhood; and 
ab ol this at leaſt we are certain, that he and 
ande duke were never friends.“ 


14 


but ought he, becauſe ſucceſs was uncertain, 


ſucceed. Who, indeed, would dare ſhut 


196 HERMAN 


Having received this advice, Hermyy 
purſued his way to Nuremberg; whe, 
on his arrival, his firſt buſineſs was to in. 
quire after Ida ; a circumſtance from which 
the reader may poſſibly infer, that the hope 
of ſeeing her was as great an inducementty 
him to vifit that city, as the defire of zul. 
fying his innocence. 

He ſoon learnt that the count of Wir. 
temberg had juſt departed on a ſhort jour- 
ney, and that in the mean time his daugh- 
ter remained alone at his houſe, out of 
which, however, ſhe was never ſeen, He 
longed to have an interview with her; ht 
was aware of the difficulty of the enterprize; 


to hazard the never ſeeing her more? 
- Love rendered him bold and ingenious 
and the project with which it inſpired bim 
was ſo ſimple, and fo eaſy of execution, 
that it appeared impoſſible for him not to 


the door againſt a knight, profeſſing to be 
ſent to the princeſs from the count of W. 
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enberg, ber father ? He was introduced, 
rerefore, without delay, and preſented; 
bi mſelf before her. 

« Herman!” exclaimed Ida, the inſtant 
» fell at her feet; © Herman ſent here by 
my father!“ a 

4 Would Ida be offended, ſhould love 

have dictated to me this innocent ſtrata- 

gem?“ 

« 0 Herman ! Herman !” reſumed the 
jinceſs, tooping towards him: „ where 

haſt thou been wandering ſo long? And 

whence that deadly paleneſs? Whenee 
thoſe languid eyes?“ 

We have already more than once had 
cafion to remark, that our hero was never 
dwell received by his miſtreſs as when he 
ane upon her unexpectedly, Of this ſhe 
W gave a freſh proof. It was ſome time 

fore ſhe withdrew herſelf from his em- 
ace, before ſhe repreſented to him what 
orum required of her; and he was too 
able of his advantage, to recal her from 

15 
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her pleaſing ſelf- forgetfulne ſs by any 1. iſ 
timed queſtion, 0 
* Riſe, fir Herman : ſaid Ida at leg 
bluſhing and turning away her lovely face; 
ce how ſtrangely are we acting! . . Yo 
&« ſaid you brought news of my father; 
ce is he well? will he be ſoon at home?” 
Herman had not yet mentioned the name 
of count Everard, but he did not think fi u 
tell her ſo: be thought, no doubt, that, either 
ſhe knew not what ſhe ſaid, or to hide her 
emotion aſked the firſt queſtion that oc 
curred. | 
On her -invitation he ſat- down by he 
fide, and, after a ſhort 1nterval, during 
which, neither well knew what to ſay, 
kind of converſation between them began 
| which became imperceptibly more regula 
and they reciprocally informed each othet 
of what it was of moſt importance for tie 
to know, 
Ida's tale was not long. Her life, unde 
the direction of a rigid father, was as un 
form as that of other young ladies of i 


g 
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ne, In thoſe rude and unpoliſhed days, 
wung women were ſeldom permitted to 
dow themſelves in public, and their con- 
ut was ſcrupulouſly watched, that nothing 
night occur to tarniſh their reputation. — 
hough the daughters of princes were 
Imetimes.an exception to this rule, count 
Frerard. was reſolved, reſpecting Ida, to 
urſue the eſtabliſhed cuſtom. He had 
mays preſent to. his imagination that Her- 
jan of Unna, who had leaped from the. 
ulcony of his daughter's apartment into the 
den to eſcape being ſeen, and who had. 
powerful an advocate in the empreſs,— - 
klides, Ida was far too handſome to be ex- 
ned to the eyes of all the libertine youths- 
tom the diet had attracted to Nuremberg. 
Lie late duke of Brunſwic himſelf had 
en her but twice, thoꝰ the count had. caſt. 
Feyes: upon him for a ſon - in- law.; but. 
le duke was to become the ſpouſe of Ida 


ply on condition of his obtaining the im- 
ml crown. 
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Herman was delighted with the prin 
ceſs's recital, which ſhe delivered with he 
wonton frankneſs. In his heart, he thankel 
count Everard for having fo carefully 


watched over his treaſure, and he openly Mii): 
applauded himſelf, on the cunning ws 
which he had cheated the vigilance of bebe 
guards, She hinted to him, not to be toth 
much elated, as he was indebted for tisiſjv 
fucceſs ſolely to chance, and the abſence MWhi 
of a {trift duenna, who was gone to church 


and whoſe return ſhe expected every mo- 
ment, 

The moſt important ſubject of converſe 
tion, had not yet been touched by out 
two lovers, and there was no time to loſe 
Herman, therefore, haſtened to relate his 
adventures, and the motives of his arri 
at Nuremberg. 

It would be ſuperfluous to mention, the 
deep impreſſion made on the heart of ie 
young princeſs by his tale Ol all the 
dangers her dear Herman had run, thats 
which he was at preſent expoſed, appeared 
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o her the moſt terrible. She trembled to 
think that he was going voluntarily to pre- 
ent himſelf before judges, whom ſhe was 
ar from knowing well enough to be certain, 
that they would effectually protect him.— 
he prayed, ſhe intreated him, with tears in 
her eyes, to Wait for his accuſers, adding, 
hat he ought to conſider himſelf as fully 
uſthed, if they did not appear; God, and 
tis own conſcience, completely acquitting 
tin, At any rate, prudence required him 
w provide for his ſafety by flight, till the 
particulars of the engagement, which had 
been reported to have taken place between 
the raviſhers of duke Rodolph and his peo- 
le, were kaown, as perhaps, it would then 
de found, that not one of his accuſers re- 
manned alive to teſtify againſt him, 

Her looks were expreſſive of the mingled 
ntiments of love and fear, as ſhe thus en- 
avoured to convince him, by reaſons of 
very kind, good as well as bad, of the ne- 
tlity of his abſconding: but his reſolu- 
on was unſhaken, 
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« Should I be worthy of thee,” crieg 
he, “could I for a moment deſerve thy 
c hand, thou. model. of perfection, if [ 
i ſought not to clear myſelf from the charge 
«© of murder? . . , No: it ſuffices not tha 
« God and my own conſcience, that you 
&« and other virtuous minds are aſſured of 
7 my innocence; the whole world ought to 
& know. that Herman of Unna is not an 
« aſſaſſin ; that at leaſt it is not on ſuch an 
« account, he is forbidden to aſpire to the 
hand of the princeſs of Wirtemberg. 
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5 
CHAPTER XV. 


THE lovers now ſeparated; Herman 
quitted the princeſs, with a determination 
pproceed in the execution of his deſign ; 
nd Ida remained plunged in the pro- 
qundeſt ſorrow: The remembrance, how- 
wer, of a ſimilar danger, to which ſhe 
hd herſelf been expoſed, and the ſur- 
nung manner in which ſhe had been 
enricated from it, prevented her fears 
ſom being converted into deſpair.—“ The 
tribunal before which I was cited, was it 
# not infinitely more formidable?“ ſaid 
ſhe to herſelf. _ * This at leaſt will be 
* held in open day, and in the face of the 
„ world; whereas mine was covered with 
eternal night. . Yet Veſcaped . .... 
ge not diſcouraged, Ida; he is innocent; 
* he appears voluntarily, without being 
# 2:cuſed 3 and; ſhould every other means 
" of defence be wanting, ſtill he has his 
* word. No: do not deſpair. The or- 
deal to which he ſubmits himſelf, will re- 
* down to his glory, and perhaps contri- 
bote to his happineſs and thy own !” 


over her, had in a manner compelled her tg 


day, that the old lady introduced a conver- 
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Herman had quitted the apartment bu 
a few minutes, when the duenna returned, 
who ſeldom left ber, except when, to pro- 
cure a few hours relief from her company, 
Ida feigned indiſpoſition. The Princek 
had been a ſtranger to falſehood and diff. 
mulation, till a ſtrift and ſuſpicious watch 


have recourſe to them. She trembled lef 
the name of the young man who had viſited 
her ſhould be aſked. He had entered and 
gone out in preſence of all the people vb 
waited in the anti- chamber. She was 100 
noble minded to defire her domeſtic 9 
conceal the circumftance ; and ſhe exped. 
ed every moment, that Cunegunda would 
put ſome quſtion to her, which ſhe ſhould 
not know how to anſwer. For this time, 
however, her alarms were falſe ; even ber 
melancholy did not appear to be obſerved; 
nor was it till the evening of the following 


ſation, little calculated to give conſolation 
to our fair mourner, 
- 


« Will your tears never ceaſe, prin- 
ceſs?” ſaid the duenna; It appears to 
| me, that they _ more copioully within 


IN, this day or two.“ 
1 It may be ſo.” 
f. And for what reaſon? ... Why 
ch conceal it from me? Is it a crime for a 


young lady of your age to be in love; or, 
i yhen ſo unfortunate in her attachment, 


ed o lament the loſs of her lover?“ 
nd The tears of Ida increaſed, 
bo WY © Poor child! To loſe him in ſo terrible 


1 manner too, by murder ! , ; , . Yet you 
have one comfort left ; the crime will be 
revengedz his death will not go unpuniſh- 
ed; the criminal has ſurrendered himſelf.” 


able dried her tears, and looking ſted- 
ne, Willy ar the duenna, with a countenance 
het 


f deſpair ; „Of whom,” ſaid ſhe, © art 
' you talking?“ 

* The aſſaſſin of duke Frederic, your 
E betrothed huſband, I ſay, has ſurrendered 
imſelf into the hands of juſtice,” 
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« Well! And he has been acquitted, ] 
e hope? You know. ... I know, 
No matter, he is known to be innocen® 
„ Permit me, princeſs, to aſk, in my 
&« turn, of whom you are talking ?” 
Of fir ... . Oh! my head is beyl. 
„ dered ! I know not What I fay. Pray, 
you muſt talk, talk by yourſelf, foryouſ 
I am not in a ſtate to anſwer you.“ 
The old lady began a tale, which made 
ſo deep an impreſſion upon Ida, that at in 
conclufion her ſenſes for ſook her. Hon 
was it poſſible for her to hear without eme 
tion, that Herman had appeared before th 
tribunal of prinees; that he had faithful 
related every circumſtance both for ani 
againſt himſelf; and that, inſtead of being 
inſtantly, acquitted, he had been ſent to pri 
fon, and ordered to. be cloſely confined, til 
farther information could be obtained. 
L entreat you,” ſaid Ida, after ſhe bad 
come to herſelf, and been tormented with: 
thouſand queſtions reſpecting her ſudde 
indiſpoſition, which ſhe anſwered, 


wht, incoherently enough, I entreat 
jou to begin your tale again. If the de- 
fre of ſeeing duke Frederic avenged, be, 
s you ſuppoſe, the cauſe of my illneſs, 
jou ought to conceal nothing from me. 
fell me then, in the firſt place, who were 
bis .. . . Who were the judges of the 
ſttanger?“ 1 

„ Tudpres, indeed! God and all his 
ſaints forgive them ?” cried the duenna : 
Such judges were ſurely never ſeen fince 
the world began! I except, however, the 
elector of Mentz ; he did his duty; it was 
he who ordered the murderer to be ſeized 
and ſent to priſon,” 

* Seized and ſent to prifon ! Were you 
' preſent ?? . . ... 

pri Les: the judges were fitting in open 
court as I come this morning from maſs.” 
* It is impoſſible ! The world cannot 
be ſo blind, as not to ſee his innocence 


... But tell me, who were the reſt of 
dis judges d“ 


5 


„who has the moſt influence hee, a 


“ peror, ſo this poor 


Þ 
? 
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“The majority were favourable to hin 
* and would have acquitted him, but they 
& were over-ruled.” 

„ Worthy, virtuous men! ... gy 
es their names, their names, Cunegunda!" 
46 You know, 48 well 38 I, the prince 


* who is ſure to take care that no gay 
© ſhall be done. You muſt not, there 
fore, expect to be the daughter of an ens 
“ peror, as long ass 

4 Oh! do not thus urge my patience 
“ beyond bearing! Let who will be ems 


« Ah! princeſs, princeſs!” interrupted 
Cunegunda,. holding up her finger in an 
action of threatening «, . . , But, no 
© matter; I will indulge you for once 
+ The perſons moſt inclined to favour this 
& man, for whom, God knows why, you 
6 are ſo greatly intereſted, were Rove! 
© count Palatine, duke Albert, and ol 


© Jadoc of Moravia; all rivals, and {«c0MF* 
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enemies of your father; perhaps, too, 

xccomplices in the death of your pro- 

miſed huſband, and therefore, defenders 
of the aſſaſſin, who certainly would not 
have preſented himſelf, had he not been 
| fure in finding in them an unjuſt * 
tection.” 

« And the elector * Mentz ?” ſaid Ida. 

He alone did his duty. He ordered 

the murderer to be detained, in ſpite of 
the oppoſition of his partiſans, the num- 
ber of whom increaſed every moment, 
and who would forthwith have ſet him 
at liberty.“ 

« And do you think, my dear Cune- 


* gunda, he runs no riſk of being aſſaſſi- 
* nated in his priſon ?” 


« What the murderer ?” 

Oh, do not give him ſo odious an ap- 
" pellation ! How can you be ſo imbittered 

* againſt a ranger ?” 

* A ſtranger ! In truth, cu bes 
# lieve the chevalier Unna is more a 


e wiſh your father was returned.” 


to know, and having no need of any fred 
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« ſtranger to me than to you: but. 1 


From this period there ſubſiſted a cl: 
neſs between the princeſs and her gm 
nante. Ida, aſhamed of having ſuffereq 
her ſecret to be thus penetrated, hated the 
enemy of the innocent Herman ; while th 
old duenna, having learnt all ſhe wantel 


explanation, took care to be ſilent reſpett- 
ing the farther proceedings in this affair 
Indeed ſhe had nothing to communicate 
but what would have been pleaſing to the 
princeſs, and her heart was too black, ta 
malevolent, to think of affording conlol# 
tion, however oppreſſed might be the mind 
that wanted it. 

Herman had preſented himſelf betore 
the princes. His fimple and ingenious 
tale, clothed in the artleſs language df 
truth; his intereſting figure; his open 
countenance, no equivocal index of the 
candour and goodneſs of his heart; his vo- 
luntary appearance; all ſpoke in his favout, 
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4 would have been ſufficient to exculpate 
in from the crime of which he was ac- 
cd, had even no other witneſſes ap- 
wired to atteſt his innocence, But the 
alants of the village where Herman had 
ren cured of his wounds, having his fafety 
b heart, had followed him, and preſented 
jemſelves in court the moment he ap- 
eared before the judges. 
la thoſe days juſtice was adminiſtered in 
more expeditious and ſummary way than 
preſent, The friends of Herman, who 
ere at the ſame time the friends of virtue, 
bert, Albert and Jadoc, had too ardent 
(fire of rendering innocence triumphant, 
d of humbling the elector of Mentz, not 
binfift on the trial's being reſumed the 
ext day; and it was then that our hero was 
ompletely acquitted and obtained his diſ- 
huge. Kurd, commander of the guards 

I the murdered prince; appeared, and was 

wamined apart. His depoſition agreed 

jeſeftly with that of Herman, and he de- 
ared, that he had no complaint to make 


4 KK ! — —ů— — — — — 


againſt bim, but, on the contrary, thy 


| The friends of out knight liflened vi 


ſides the queſtion would be tedious: {ut 
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believed him innocent. He produced u 
lock of hair which he had torn from tt. 
head of the aſſaſſin as he eſcaped, a 
which evidently belonged not to the or; 
ſoner, 


great pleaſure to this depoſition ; but th 
elector of Mentz did not appear to be fat 
fied till he learnt that Kunzman had ut 
mately eſcaped, as well as an accompli 
that was with him. The enemies of Hen 
man were then deſirous of inferring thatht 
might be the accomplice who fled. By 
Jadoc obſerved, that it was for them, ne 
the priſoner, to prove this; which, fron 
the teſtimonies exhibited of his in 
nocence, he was ſure they would find in 
poſſible. 

To relate all that was urged on bol 


fice it therefore to fay, that Herman's i 
nocence was judiciouſſy acknowledged, 


OF UNNA. 193 


retaining ſuſpicions of John of Mentz, 
whom they ſcrupled not to hint trem — 
may be proper alſo to add, that Kunz- 
wo, the murderer of duke F rederic, was 
te ſervice of the elector. 

Of the ſeveral: princes, whoſe. affection 
cr hero had gained on this occafion, not 
e was more attached to him than the 
dong Albert of Auſtria, whoſe character 
n tegarded as a miniature likeneſs of Her- 
an. Hiſtory ſpeaks highly of the virtues 
Albert, and particularly of his genero- 
J. Judge, reader, from this, what muſt 
we been the character of the chevalier 
ona. 9-57 91 2122074 x 
The young knight had the good fortune 
pleaſe duke Albert at firſt: ſight, His 
et qualities, far from exciting envy in 
is prince, determined him to unite him- 
to our youth by the bonds of the ten- 
rel friendſhip, and to ſet aſide all Git 
lee of rank and birth. 

The trial being at an end, duke Albert 


we Herman an invitation to come and ſee 
Vol. II, | 9 
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him, It was with difficulty he could n. 
frain from teſtifying at once the incing 
tion he felt for him; but prudence requiy 
that he ſhould avoid, by a too ſudden di 
cloſure, exciting pride in him, and jeu 
perhaps in others. Herman was requeſt 
to relate his adventures; a requeli yi 
which he complied; and he ſpoke with þ 
much frankneſs of what concerned himſelf 
and ſo much diſcretion of thoſe who figured 
in his ſtory, that the good opinion Alber 
had conceived of bim was ſo far increaſed, 
as to make him forget his reſolution; ai 
Herman, ere he quitted the houſe, whery 
a few hours before, his fate was pending 
Was received into the number of the pri 
cipal . gentlemen; of that prince, jul 
— one of the moſt virtuous of by 
time. | 
Ida high mocking of this happy chang 
Her governante, as we have obſerved, d 
not think proper to acquaint her with at 
thing pleaſing reſpecting her lover, 0 


. 
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dom count Everard, when he gave his 
ohter to her charge, had particularly 
eaed her to be cautious, but who, not- 
vithſanding, as the duenna learnt, had 
been adroit engugh to elude her vigilance, 
_ an interview with the prin- 


v1 n 
1 
- 


The ſole RES of which Ida was in- 
brmed, was, that Herman's fate was that 
bay to be decided. It is not to be wonder- 
at, therefore, that ſhe paſſed the night 
_bich preceded, it without ſleep, and the 
prniog in extreme agitation. 

From her window ſhe had ſeen the 
mces aſſemble at the houſe of. old 

She felt, as ſhe ſaw thoſe enter 

4 Cunegunda had mentioned as friend- 

n Herman, a ſentiment, of gratitude, and 

atred at ſight of the others, p ticularly 
| elector of Mentz. The priſoner was 

Ment under a ſtrong guard. By their 

mour ſhe could, diſtinguiſh the people " 

4 ay Anke of Brunſyic. The duenna 

Mi Jdozd ito no bY: K 2 


n, N 
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explained to her their intentions with fh 
moſt provoking malignity. The trial hy 
laſted for ſome hours, yet nothing could 
quce her to quit the window but her u 
treme wearineſs, which at length ſhe couk 
no longer ſupport. 

The princeſs had been put to bed, a 
Cunegunda, who believed her to be afle 
had gone out in queſt of news to ſatisfy | 
malicious curioſity. She ſoon lene! 
what would have imparted inſtant eaſe, a 
revived the drooping ſpirits of her eb 
but ſhe was too cruel to adminiſter the 4 
medy, 

Meanwhile Ida had lain on her b 
without ſleeping. An uncommon nou 
which ſhe heard in the ſtreet, excited bf 
attention; ſhe forgot her feebleneſs, and ral, 
to the window. The people were ruſli 
in crowds from the houſe of Jadoc, and 
fancied that ſhe could diſtinguiſh 1 in the 
ſhouts ſome words of comfort. 

The crowd increaſed.” Preſently ak 
Albert appeared on horſeback with li 
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-ndants: The perſon neareſt to him, and 
who ſeemed rather to ride by his ſide than 
follow him, was a young man of the ſize 
nd ſtature of Herman, and accoutred like 
tm, The duke was in familiar converſa- 
don with him, and appeared to pay him 
particular attention. 

Ida opened the window to obtain a bet- 
terview, The cavalcade now paſſed near 
ter, The young man, whoſe roſe-coloured 
leere ſhe could eaſily diſtinguiſh, was no 
nder than Herman himſelf, She felt as if 
be ſhould expire with joy. The moment 
ur knight of fidelity perceived her, he 
kiſſed the badge of his order, as if to ſay, 
for thee only do I wear it.” Duke Albert 
alſo ſaw, and re ſpectfully ſaluted the prin- 

k, A confuſed murmur. was heard 
mong the people, which preſently broke 
wt into ſhouts of ** Long live duke Albert, 
the protector of innocence ! Long live 
the good fir Herman, ſo honourably ac- 
' Quitted !“ 

K 3 
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The rapture of Ida was ſo great, thy 
ſhe could no longer ſupport it. She 
turned round, and flew with open arms tg 
Cunegunda, who at that moment entered, 
„% He is ſaved !“ cried ſne; © heis 0 
and — fainted, 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


DAYS and weeks paſſed away. Ida 

dought herſelf happy in knowing that her 

wloved chevalier was ſecure under the pro- 

tion of duke Albert, and in ſeeing him 

js every day beneath her window, Yet 

he could not help regretting that ſhe was 

n permitted ro ſpeak to him. She ſaw 

Im, but ſhe ſaw him only at a diſtance 

ul his endeavours to obtain acceſs to her 

king fruſtrared by the vigilance of Cune- 

yoda, Sweet mixture of pleaſure and pain; 
hich, connoiſſeurs teil us, enhances the 
oyments of love. 

Meanwhile Ida continvalty hoped to ſee 
ber lover {till nearer ; and beyond this ſhe 
tad ſcarcely a deſire. It was poſſible, ſhe 
tought, that, by ſome lucky chance, he 
might again deceive the Argus? eyes of the 
Wenna or that they might meet at church, 
"na ſome place of entertainment, which 
I now ſeemed extremely deſirous of fre- 
K 4 
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quenting. But Cuncgunda was inexcrabe 
She could not conceive how fo virtuous; 
princeſs ſhould imbibe, all at once, a tale 
for balls and other amuſements, where 
young libertines of faſhion were ſure g 
aſſemble, or at leaſt ſhe pretended not tg 
de able to conceive it; and conſoled h 
with the hope of the ſpeedy return of het 
father. 

At length the count of Wirtemberg at- 
rived. He had a long conference with the 
governante, of which his cold and reſerved 
behaviour to Ida was not the only conſe 
quence; for whenever he returned from 
the aſſembly of the princes, whether the 
had met on buſineſs or on pleaſure, he ap: 
peared extremely out of humour, and fre- 
quently treated her with harſhneſs and ab 
* MI big 
One day Ida W to bs at the vin 
. with her father, when Herman and 
duke Albert paſſed by. As his miſtreſs ua 
not alone, the knight kiſſed not his roſe- 
coloured ſleeve, but he made her a fe. 
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gaful obeiſance. Ida bluſhed, and-was 
nt, But preſently reflecting that her 
ence might appear like affectation, and 
tit would be more natural to make ſome 
mark on what was then the univerſal 
pic of converſarion, ſhe ſaid, with ſome 
tefration : “Sir Herman of Unna is 
is much to be pitied . . . is deſerving 
wof the higheſt commendation . . . . his 
| ftuation was extremely perilous. . . How 
happy.. that. he is ſo warmly eſteem- 
(ed by duke Albert... and.. . . that his 
Innocence has been acknowledged.” 

Count Everard pretended not to remark 
the confuſion of his daughter. He an- 
Inered only, in a tone of peeviſhnels, to the 
latter part of her ſpeech, that duke Albert 
s fond of every man that at all reſembled 
imſelf,, and that, with reſpect to Herman's 


Mag up againſt him, which rendered it ex- 
demely dubious.— Ida requeſted an expla- 
tion, but the count left her without giv- 
ug her an anſwer, 
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mocence, new charges were continually 
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She now cherttd herſelf for ſome days 
ſo far to maſter her feelings, as to be able u 
ſpeak of Herman without emotion; an x. 
tempt in which ſhe at length ſucceeded. 
This was a neceflary ſtep, as ſhe had in. 
quiries to make, which, without the pra 
tice of a little addreſs, the could not bar 
fatisfied. 
4 Sir Herman, I find, is not fo innocent 
“ as he appeared to be,” ſaid ſhe to Cune- 
- gunda one day, when, after their return 
from maſs, the chevalier had bowed to ber 
as he paſſed. | 1 
e told you fo at fr, . _ 

enna. 
“ But what new proofs TRE 00 a 

c ledged againſt him?” 
« Oh, enough, princeſs, pon Pe” 

« Has not a ſabre, with his name engravel 
s on it, been found in the foreſt, a ven 
« little way from the ſpot where the duke 
© of Brunſwic was aſſaſſinated. And di 
« not Kunzman of Hertingſhauſen, wv 
* has ſince been apprehended, and who, 3 


OF UNNA. 203 


ey days ago, received the reward of his 
crime, declare, before he died, that Her- 
man was his accomplice?“ 

Ida turned pale, fixed her eyes on the 
yenna, and was unable to ſpeak. ; 
u Beſide, was not Herman in the ſer- 
vice of king Sigiſmond, who, at the inſti- 
 oztion of his wicked wife, hated, it ſeems, 
duke Frederic, and ſought to take his 
F life,” 

The princeſs recollected that Herman 
ud mentioned this circumſtance in the ac- 
wunt he had given her of his hiſtory... She 
tembled ; her paleneſs increaſed. She re- 
collected alſo, that one of the motives which 
ad induced her lover to repair to Nurem- 
leg, was to acquaint duke Frederic with 
he conſpiracy forming againſt him. 

„But what tends moſt to throw ſufpt- 
* cion on him,” continued Cunegunda, is 
the advantage he wauld have reaped 
* from the death of the duke, or rather 


"hich he fooliſhly Promiſed himſelf he 
* ſhould reap.“ 
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Advantage! What advantage?” ce; 
Ida with trepidation, ſeizing the _ = 
Cunegunda, 00 
„Sweet ſimplicity! 15 ſaid the governante, me 
* And you really cannot gueſs? You 0 
not know that the duke of Brunſwic wa 
* betrothed to the princeſs of Wirtemberg 
« and that ſir Herman of Unna is he 
«lover ?*.; : 1 N 
Cunegunda, as ſhe uttered theſe words, 
which were accompanied with a malicious 
ſmile, withdrew, and left Ida in a ſtate diff. 
cult to deſcribe, - It will not be ſuppoſed 
that the venom which fell from the lips of 
this fury, was capable of infecting the mind 
of the princeſs with doubts reſpeCting the 
young knight's innocence ; but this muchis 
certain, that from the manner in which the 
accuſation had been ſtated to her, ſhe feared 
it might be made to aſſume a face very vi- 
favourable to her lover, and that thus be 
would be plunged into freſh misfortunes. 
Wbat indeed could be more alarming! 
Meanwhile there was one thing, and but 005 
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iu tended to quiet her apprehenſions : 
e had heard that a perſon once declared 
oocent, could not be tried again on the 
me charge. The calm produced by this 
fetion, was, however, of ſhort duration. 
\ conſiderable intimacy took place between 
er father and John of Mentz. She trem- 
ed whenever ſhe ſaw this enemy of her 
mer enter the houſe. At length his viſits 
came ſo frequent, that ſuſpicion crept in- 
o her mind, and ſhe ſought to diſcover 
cir motive. 

The delicate Ida, while the daughter of 
imple citizen, had never ſo far degraded 
erſelf, as to act the mean part of a liſtener, 
Whether ſhe had acquired this new talent 
Im her acquaintance with courts, or.whe- 
ter love had endowed her with it, or whe- 
ber it were the mere effects of chance, that 
de had fallen aſleep behind the hangings 
n her father's clofet, one day when the 


luke of Mentz had a private conference 


th him, we pretend not to decide: the 
ader may ſolve the enigma as he thinks 
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beſt, - She overheard, however, a conyer(; 
tion, in which the name of Herman wa; ff 
quently repeated; and from the following 
letter we may guefs what was its nature, why 
ſhe thought of it, and how ſhe determine 
to act. We ſay gueſs, becauſe the myſten 
having never been fully explained, we hag 
valy our penetration to guide us, 


| LETTER FROM IDA OF WIRTEMBERG6, T6 
© HERMAN OF UNNA, 


HERMAN, is it a dream? or is its 
reality? I have learnt things that moſtnear 
ly concern you. Conſider what I am going 
to tell you, at leaſt, as a truth, Obeym 
injunctions : it is your Ida who exacts obe- 
dience .. Fly, Herman, fly ! Vengeanc 
purſues thee ! . . . . Thy prince, exalted: 
is his goodneſs, great as is his power, wil 
not dare be thy protector. The 18181318 
are thine enemies ! 

This fingleſentence, I firſt 8 woule 
be ſufficient to induce you to depart, tit 
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ep that now remains for you, and I 
dintended to cloſe with it my letter. I 
obliged to ſteal from ſleep the moments 
kyote to you, and, in my preſent ſitua- 
. 1 am unable to write much. But my 
us whiſper that you may refuſe to obey 
that you may regard my dream as one 
{thoſe ordinary reveries to which no faith is 
be given. I will therefore tell you all, 
ut you may judge for yourſelf of the 
gers that threaten you. 

[ heard two men talking of you. One 
them appeared to be my father. But 
it could not be he! for can the father 
la be the enemy of innocence ? Could 
be influenced by the perfidious inſinua- 
ns of a villain; who wiſhes perhaps to 
ape the puniſhment of his own erime by 
ging it on you? . . I liſtened, ſecret- 
Fliſtened ,'.. . in a dream, as it ſeems to 
&, for your Ida is not accuſtomed to ſuch: 
ices When awake . . and I heard theſe 
en ſay to one another, that you were the 
derer of duke Frederic. Your ſabre 


tla 


fie 


princes having acquitted you would beofy 


within the cognizance of another tribun 


the events of our lives, which paſs whe 


_ obſerved Walter, the man with one hand 
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found near the place where he had falle 
the depoſition of Kunzman at the ſcaffol 
and the ſecret enmity you were ſuppoſed 
bear to the betrothed ſpouſe of Ida of Wir 
temberg, were the arguments employed u 
prove your guilt : it was added, that th 


avail ; your crime was of a nature to com 


.. Oh, Herman! that infernal tribunz 
which your Ida but too well knows. 
My dream is not yet finiſhed. Yo 
know there are dreams which have th 
ſame duration, and the ſame conſiſtency 


we are awake . . I heard, I thought, tht 
converſation ; I have related, word fo 
word; and I immediately began to reſie 
on the means of ſaving you. Some da 
elapſed. I ſaw a number of ſtrangers it 
my father's houſe, among whom I ond 


I remember him well. A journey * 
talked of, which my father was about! 
3 


dertake, I gueſſed what was its object. 
ribed one of the ſervants appointed to 
und him, and with difficulty prevailed 
bim to let me take his place, I dif- 
ſed myſelf in the black dreſs which he 
wht me, and repaired to my poſt, 
Ne ſet off. The count of Wirtemberg 
d attended only * me and another do- 
eſtic. ö 4 N 1 5 
Our way was not NE Strange as it 
uy ſeem, we entered, I thought, that 
nous building, which perhaps you have 
ſerved, at a little diftance north of the 
. ... But for Heaven's ſake, Herman, 
e diſcreet; occaſion not our ruin! You 
e not ignorant how important it is to 
oer filence on this ſubject. Beſide, is it 
a." #1! a dream ? 

day The count and his principal domeſtie 
i -<d without any queſtion being aſked. 
oa figure probably appearing new to the 
ande perſons who guarded the gate, they 
wu mined me by ſome very extraordinary 
lions. They aſked me the four ways 


do hell, and I anſwered in the words | 1 


I recollected that to be the number [ coun 
which I had been obliged to aſcend i 


heads, blindfolded me, and let me jul 


Immediately one of the judges roſe, 20 
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been taught the ſame evening by the þ 
vant who yielded me his place, They f 
ther aſked me, how many ſteps led to d 
judgment ſeat on which ſat the Eternal! 
adminiſter juſtice, I anſwered thirty; f 


ed, you knew upon what occaſion, 2 
ſuch feelings of horror. They {hook the 


The number thirty ſaved my life. 1 wa 
dered-in the dark : I had neither ſuppone 
nor guide. I counted the ſteps, and hit 
ing aſcended thirty, the way became ley 
My eyes were then uncovered. 

I found myſelf in a place fimilar to whi 
you have perhaps ſeen, The ſignal wi 
given, and the ſeſſion commenced. Ac 
cuſations were read, and ſome witneſſes cc 
poſed againſt a prince, whom they charge 
wich being the murderer of duke Freden 


ER <a . ͤ o W. = 


| 


ſwore that he was innocent. An oath ( 
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\ tature, you know, once ſaved the life 
i innocent perſon! Why might it not 
uu capable of *. that of a guiley 
T 
To theſe aveufucions; to theſe eds, 
ers ſucceeded. Your name, Herman, 
ur name was pronounced ! But no one 
vuld ſwear for you. 1 was going to ad- 
uce, when the man with one hand; whom 
then firſt obſerved by my fide, held me 
ck, threatening me with his finger. In 
un, you were accuſed and condemned. 
Let vengeance, ſecret as the night, pur. 
hve his ſteps ! Let puniſhment inviſibly 
wait him!” cried a voice from the throne. 
When awake, deceive him by falſe ꝓte- 
tences, and draw him into ſome ſnare 
that may facilitate the execution of his 
kntence. | Let the poignard watch the 
moment of his ſleep. Let him be put to 
death wherever he be found alone. Let 
dis boſom-friend become hisexecutioners 
let him entice him into ſome ſolitary 
place, and maſſacre him in open day, in 


— 
22 0 PRES 
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dc out any warning: ſo periſh, with at 


to you; or wait the return of my father 
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e the face of that heaven which he kl 
te offended by the ſight of innocent bla 
Frederic loſt his life in ſecret, and vi 


6“ fins upon his head, Herman of Unnz" 

As the laſt words were uttered, I ſoul 
certainly have ſcreamed with terror, by 
not my protector ſtopped my mouth, 
was he alſo, I believe, who conveyed n 
more dead than alive, out of this aſſemb 
of demons. He had diſcovered me, not 
withſtanding my diſguiſe, He loaded m 
with reproaches on my imprudence; a 
left me at the gate of my father's houl 
after having exacted a promiſe of filenc 
which I have kept as OY as W4 
PR 

What was I now to 4o > Eſcape and 


and abide his wrath ? Already, by the ligil 
of the moon, I ſaw him at a diſtance, 2 
companied by his domeſtic. I adopted ti 
moſt ready expedient : I knocked at f 
door; it was opened; and I ruſhed to f 


yrartments Conegunda was aſtoniſhed at 
n having ſo completely deceived her 
jpilance, and that while ſhe believed me 
rep.... But what am I doing? ,.... 
it not, however, a dream? . . . Yet 
pain | charge you to fly, Fly, Herman, 
The ſecret em purſue you: they 
firſt for your blood! ... . I ought not to 
un you of this; but ſurely I may relate a 
1-77! 71 | | 
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HERMAN : 
| oh 10 — ieee 
CHAPTER XVII. 


EN "IF HERMAN, ag we "7M obſerve, e | 
Iufficiently bappy to have found, in } 

» maſter, a friend, No fooner had here 

Vvered himfelf from the perturbation 

which - he was thrown by the preceding 

letter, brougbt to him by a ſtranger, than i 

haſtened to duke Albert, and preſented hin 

the fatal ſcroll. They conſulted together 

and duke Albert was finally of opinion 

that Herman had no other means of {aving 

himſelf from his purſuers than by flight 

and that even this would be futile, unleſs 

he could keep himſelf concealed, or obui 

the protection of ſome ſuperior power, 

« We muſt part, Hecman,” ſaid he; ue 

| % muſt part. Ida is in the right. Th 
, &« prince is too weak to defend thee agi 

ö the arms of theſe inviſible avengers.” 
= - % What, leave you,” replied Herman 
| t on account of a dream !” 
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« And can you ſeriouſly, my friend, be- 
reve it to be a dream? No, no: obey 
the princeſs then, and be gone.“ 

& Bot.. . . Whither can I go?“ 

«To king Sigiſmond:? 
u become the ſlave . of the vileſt of 
women!” replied Herman, forgetting that 
bert was ſoon to be related to the royal 
ſe, by marrying Elizabeth, W of 
nſmond and Mary. | | 8 

Abert ſmiled, and thus ad 1 
ono then to the duke of Saxony, the chief 
Wa of all the ſecret tribunals. He is beſt 
de to protect you, if you can prove to 
bim, ſatisfactorily, your innocence.“ 

un But Rodolph, being the friend and 
lation - of the unfortunate duke of 
frunſwic, is perhaps already too much 
dejudiecd againſt me, to.iliften to the 
language of trut. )“ 

What think you gig: your aclution; 
man WF the old count of Unna? He is one of the 
chicfs of the ſecret tribunals of Weſtpha» 
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« lia, and will ſurely not refuſe you Dt 
-« tection.” 13. 4 
8 What! the avowed enemy of our ft 
«© milly! .. . . I dare not truſt him,” 
Have you ever ſeen him? Do po 
„ all know how he is diſpoſed toward 
you = 

% No.“ 
Herman, I know. bo The coun 
„ of Unna is a man of frankneſs, fn 
1 cerity, and truth. You have never, 
* think, offended him ? Go to him ther 
«.you may rely on his protection.“ 
His enmny againſt the houſe of Unnz 
« was occaſioned by the contention of th 
« knights of St. Martin with count Wir 
<«, temberg. I was en but eight yea 
6 old. 33 x1 

« Take my advicdy FOR tro 
*« thyſelf into his arms; he will defend thee 
0 and render thy innocence triumphant.” 

Herman obeyed; and the next night f 
off for Weſtphalia, without having Nee! 
able, notwithſtanding the many efforts | 
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made, to thank the princeſs of Wirtem- 
A either perſonally or by letter. Mean— 
ile Ida pafſed her days in ſorrow, in the 
juſe of her father. Cunegunda watched 
& more narrowly than ever, and the 
unt of Wirtemberg manifeſted in his be- 
pariour to her the utmoſt diſtruſt, The 
Joht of Herman, which was ſoon known, 
jerated to render her firuation ſtill worſe. 
xellantly tormented with captious queſ- 
us and oblique reproaches, ſhe lamented 
x rank, and regretted that ſhe was not 
ll, what ſhe had ſo long been ſuppoſed to 
the daughter of a virtuous citizen. O 
lunſter, how many ſighs were drawn from 
U by the remenibrance of thy peaceful 
ditation at Prague! How many tears at- 
ſed her ardent deſire to ſee thee, to aſk 
ly counſel, and to obtain thy aſfiftanc-, in 
eumſtances ſo difficult!“ Ah!“ faid ſhe, 
be promiſed Herman never to forſake me, 
and yet years are paſſed away!. 
Ida had forgotten, that, to ſave her life, 


* had entered into that ſecret ſociety, 
Vor, II. L 
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which Jeſpotically ruled its members, d 
could, with abſolute authority, determine 
the place where they ſhould reſide, and the 
employments they ſhould undertake, Mus. 
ſter had. before obeyed no laws but thoſe 
virtue and his own heart. But ſince h 
taking this raſh ſtep, of entering inio a{ 
ciety of the nature of. which he was ign 
rant, the count of Wirtemberg had been 
his maſter ; and we have had more progf 
than one, that the count had much rather 
he ſhould be at Prague, than near hi 
daughter, | 

The heart of count 1 ſince the 
occurrence of a late event, of which he, 
well as Ida, avoided any mention, {cemet 
alienated from his daughter, His condus 
diſplayed ſomething more than indifference 
it appeared to border on hatred. His mia 
was in a conſtant ſtate of diſquietude, al 
every inſtant he was changing his delig 
At length he one day declared, all of a ſu 
den, that he was under the neceſſity « 
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ning Germany, to eek his ſafety in 

we foreign land. 

« Your ſafety !“ replied Ida, with afto- 
ment and trembling. | 

« Yes, 'traitreſs'! And it is you, or at 
it your imprudence, "that drives me 

| hence, The crimes of children are im- 
ted to their parents.“ 

Is it poſſible,” cried Ida, claſping her 
nds and wee ping: Is it poſſible, I can 
have ſuch a fault to "Oo myſelf | 
with! 

„ You have factificed your father, to 
ave your unworthy lover.” 

* Alas ! I knew not the conſequences of 
what I did, and.... Herman was in- 
nocent !? 

thought otherwiſe. His crime was 
repreſented to me ſo clearly, that I could 
bot doubt. But I can now almoſt be- 
lere him innocent, ſince I am myſelf 
ikely to become the victim of appear- 
aces,” | 
L-2 
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«© What are thoſe appearances, then! 
« Oh, tell me !” exclaimed Ida, falng u 
his feet. 
els, © | having taken you to a place where 

% you had no r ight to appear; of having 
& acquainted Herman with the ſentence 
© that was paſſed upon him, and aſſiſted 
his eſcape.” 
e It is I, it is I alone who am ovilty! 
= and to fave you, I will declare it before 
15 the whole world.“ 
ce Tt is too late! It is too late!” pi 
count Everard, puſhing her from him + 
Farewell! Bc happy if thou canſt! I mult 
leave thee to thy fate.“ 
The count departed, leaving his daugi 
ter in the utmoſt anguiſh, Grief for the 
i ſituation of her lover, and her father, an 
the ſevere reproaches ſhe made herſelf 
were almoſt too much for the human trams 
to ſupport, andi in a few days reduced | 
to the brink , of the grave, We may dout 
whether the danger to which ſhe was pf! 
ſonally expaſed, was conſidered by bet 


u augmentation of her ſufferings. Self 
emed out of the queſtion, ſeemed to be 
thing to which ſhe was totally indifferent, 
nd ſome ſtrong external impulſe was 


it, 


ere 
nopecefſary to excite her to think of her 
nce tity. 


One night, when it vas late, Cunegunda, 
je moſt obliging of creatures, now that 
li was her own miſtreſs, entered, and an- 
unced a ſtranger. - The ſtranger ſtood at 
de dot, and aſked to ſpeak with the Prin- 
els in private. 0 

„Do you know me?” ſaid 15 after 
voking at her for ſome time. 

dhe heſitated. 

Do you recolle& this arm 2» added 
6 throwing back his cloak. 
[dz obſerved the deficiency of the — 
recognized Walter. 
Can you not gueſs what brings me 
biber? . .. Tour ſafety. . . I 


fore 


lied 
N 
mu 


vel 
r the 
„ Jn 
erſelf 
frame 
d b. 


doubt come to warn you . . . . Since the de- 
a5 peil barture of your father, you are yourſeif 
her in the greateſt danger, If you perſiſt in 
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e remaining here, the paſt, as well az 
«+ preſent, will be examined anew, Rz 
“ abſolutely neceſſary that you ſhould 6 
I OT O princeſs ! what - unhaog 
c neſs has your imprudence been the g 
. Where is the or 
* ſumptuous man that dared lend you hi 
ce dreſs for this adventure? Where is 1g 
father, who is ſuſpected of having ben 
privy to it? And what is to becomeg 
«© me, who was totally ignorant of the affii 
6 but am now involved in it by my co 
% paſſion . . . . Lou know, that: I'di 
«© not diſcover you; till it was too late, i 
« you had actually ſeen what no pin 
« eye dught ta behold” 
«You too involved?” cried Ida, rift 
her hands to heaven. 

« Yes, I too. I am ſuſpected of 10 
ing procured your admittance. II 
<« are yet no proofs againſt me, but, 1 
they wiſh to get rid of a perſon, altes 
<« blackened by ſuſpicion, they are bul 
e inquiring into things, Which .. . len 


* 
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wt wholly deny, Walter would have ſaid, 

wt a ſorrowful ſhrug of the ſhoulders ſup- 

jlied the deficiency of the ſentence.. 

The reader may perhaps have obſerved, 
hit Walter had not always the art of fram- 
ing his anſwers ſuitable, to the inviolable 
reſerve of a free judge. He had more than 
mee/infringed/ on the duty impoſed on him 
che title, in favour of Munſter, of Ida, 
ed perhaps even. of Herman. It could be 
e ored too, that he was the ſteward of 
Conrad of Langen, condemned by the ſe- 
et tribunal, and: there were ſtrong pre- 
, (foptions, that his: oblique hints had fur- 
bed Conrad with the means of fo fre- 
etl eſcaping its vengeance. This in- 
in ed, was his true crime; the adventure of 
la being only a pretext employed in order 
lead to its diſcovery. But the princeſs, 
if lis had not forrow enough of her own, 
underſtood what he had ſaid in its literal 
tea kaſe, and conſidering herſelf as the ſole 
cauſe of the mis fortune that threatened him, 

1 | | L 4 
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me became thereby plunged till deeper ig 
the abyſs of miſery. She forgot the maine 
of Walter's viſit; ſhe: forgot to af why 
means ſhe was to take for her ſafety ; and 
remained in a ſtate: of abſolute inſenſibilii 
till the next day, when a viſit from duke 
Albert reſtored to her her feelings. 
The noble duke of Auſtria had fre 
quently. viſmed the princeſs ſince the a2 
ſence of count Everard. He had alva; 
eſteemed her; and Herman might hae 
faved himſelf che trouble of requeſting the 
duke to watch over her and not leave he 
to her fate, as he felt himſelf volunteri 
difpofedto-it. 
Ida had already: ae her confiden 
on the friend of her lover. To diſcon 
the cauſe of her new unhappineſs, he hu 
only to aſk the queſtion, which he did, and 
was immediately informed of what hat 
paſſed the preceding night. 
Though duke Albert was not affiliated 
to the ſecret tribunal, he knew enough d 
the ſuhject to conſole her. He had beton 
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Amed, in a manner, her apprehenſions re- 
ſelting her father's fate, and he now at- 
npted the ſame reſpecting that of honeſt 
Walter, to whom ſhe owed too many obli- 
ons not to be intereſted in it. 
« As to the count of Wirtemberg, I 
« have already obſerved,” ſaid he, that 
the place he holds in the ſociety. of the 
u invilibles, is probably too elevated for 
bim to have any thing to fear from his 
* brethren, on a Gmple ſuſpicion, farther 
than a temporary depoſition from his dig- 
# mties, and orders to retire to fome place 
" of ſecrecy, as well from regard to appear- 
„ ances, as to. inſpire the inferior mem- 
ders of the tribunal with wholeſome fear, 
# and induce them tadiſcharge with punc- 
* tvality the duties of their oath. This in- 
F deed, at the preſent moment, cannot 
ut be extremely diſagreeable to your 
father, as it obliges him to quit the aſſem- 
* bly of competitors for the imperial crown 
before the accompliſhment of his grand 
deſign . but there is no reaſon to enter- 
h L 5 
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'« tain any apprehenfions for his lie. 
And as to Walter, it is much egfier for 

& ſubaltern to eſcape, than a judge 6 
4 diſtinction; and his only puniſhme 
ke will probably eonſiſt in being deprivg 
«of his office, a deprivation that J eu 
« -eafily repair * my TING 244 l 
© bounty.” ?“ 

Ir was abſolutely weder that Alb 
ſhould begin with removing the feats ofth 
princeſs reſpecting thoſe whom ſhe-hid ft 
duced to difficulties and dangers, if | 
would rouſe her attention, and point it 
herſelf. For how could he ever have pt 

vailed on her to ſeek her own fafety, vll 
«fo ſtrongly alarmed for that of others? 
Having thus paved the way, he ente 
on what he conceived to be the moſt 
portant ſubject. He pointed out to 
princeſs the perił to which ſhe was expoſe 
and endeavoured to convince her thatit 

not fo ſlight as ſhe imagined. * Refled 
ſaid he, © refle& once more on the words 
Walter: Both the preſent and the pdf wi 
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amine ane du. Probably you will not be 
brought to account. ſolely for. , . what 
« ſhall I call it? . . . . your imprudent 
dream... Vour innocence on a former oc- 
„ cafion was acknowledged only in conſe- 
# queace gf: the. oath, of the count of Wir- 
i temberg, and as he is diveſted of bis dig 
l nities, the, oath is now perhaps annulled, 
ſo that you may be expoſed afreſh to the 
s malice of your enemies. How many 
kings may, happen befors your father is 
jn a ſituation to come to your ſuccour | 
* Who knows whether ſecret plans be not 
s already formed to entrap you? Who 
" knows whether, like Herman, you are 
. ot condemneg. to be put to death ſecret- 
hand without warning *. Ee 

In this manner did the good Albert con- 
lave to talk to the young princeſs till he 
exceeded in convincing her of the neceſſity 
Might. She even reſolved not to defer 
k for a day, and to chuſe for her retreat 
Wateyer place he ſhould recommend; | 
ing him however to underſtand, that, as 
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to the latter point, ſhe believed ſhe had 
a plan better than _ thing he could pro 
pote. + 
Albert ſmiled, and aſked where b 
wiſhed to direct her fteps* 
« Js it not a duty incumbent on me. 
ſaid he, * to repair, in her preſent misfor 
tune, to my friend Sophia, and prove 9 
« her that, formerly, when furrounded with 
all the ſplendor of a throne, ſhe did n 
« beſtow her favour on one CHO: of i. 
« oratitude . 
The ſentiment,” replied the duke 
does honour to your heart: but conſider 
4 princeſs, that your object is to remai 
« concealed, and that this is impoſſible 
e a place in which the depraved Wine 
t Haus reſides . 
« Well then,” ſaid Ida, „ have 2 fg 

* cond plan that is not liable to this ob 
« tion. The peaceful habitation in whic 
« To was educated at Prague will be 1 
0 aſy lum perfectly ſecure. I will viſit hit 


* whom once called my father, her vi 
ö q 1 
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ated to me as a mother; I will again 
become the humble Ida Munſter, and I 
hall then once more be happy.” 
« And will it not be there that your 
ourſuers will firſt direct their ſcarch after 
jou? The idea of retiring to a place 
where you fpent the happieft days of 
pour life, is ſo natural, that, believe me, 
princeſs,'1 it will occur to them as well as 
to you.“ "ME OY | 
« Alas! where then am Ito 903 Whi- 
ther, whither am I to wander ? Is there 
' on earth n no ſafety for perfecuted inno- 
cence?“ 
x Yes, I wilt tell you where you may 
be ſafe. There is a young lady, a wor- 
thy and' amiable creature to whom 1 
tave been betrothed from my infancy, 
My love for her could alone enable me 
to converſe with the charming princeſs of 
 Wirtemberg i in the unimpaſſioned lan- 
guage of friendſhip. It is the daughter 
of Sigiſmond dy his former queen Mary, 
we lives in Hungary, in the retirement 


* o 
033 
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cc of a Convent, ſtvated in the depth of 
«©, foreſt amidſt the Qarpathian: mountains 
« 'Thither Lwiſh you, to be conducted. $ 
« will. ve you as &fiſter ;. no one wi 
« ſuſpect your retteat; and if by chance; 
% ſhould. be diſcoyered, the ſandtity of t 
4c place, and the reſpect due to her who 
« friend you will become, will be your pr 
10 tection. Le Ida, if vou, knew my Elin 
40 beth, you would think her worthy of yo 
confidence. She is yet young, but eu 
cc misfortune has rendered her wiſe. 
« poſſeſſes not. perhaps all the perſon 
cc beauty of the ores of Wirtembetg 
« but het mind] her apgelic wind! .., 
« is the counterpart.of your wn!“ 

The emotion of duke Albert, 25 be Pre 
4 — theſe, words, was viſible. He i 
haſtily, preſſed © hand. of Ida, and quite 
the apartment. 
The heart of 0 our in heryine. was not l 
moved. She was penetrated with the live 
lieſt gratitude towards: her friend, thoug 
there was ſomething in his manner wi 
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de her not ſorty for his departure.— 


no eanwhile ſhe thought too modeſtly of Her 
o Mor charms, ſhe had too good an opinion 
ai e conftanoy of a knight like Albert, to 


wr his falling, on her account, in his fide- 
to Ehzabeth. No; that appeared to 
r as impoſſible as for HE to 9 10 * 
wored Herman. 

The good genius however, which ever 
ccompanies/ innocence, whiſpered, not- 
vihlanding, frequently in her ear, and 
particularly on this occaſion, that Albert's 
mentions to her were too lively, too ten- 
fer, and . » that flight was the beſt mea- 
+ Wire ſhe could take. . 

In the afternoon he returned.“ Prin- 
ceſs, ſaid he, © 1 interpreted your fi- 
© ence this morning into conſent. Ac- 
" cordingly every thing is ready for your 
# jpurney 3 you may depart this very night. 


xt le TP 0 
1 "In the mean time, permit me, till the 
2 JIV . IST; $98 19 42 

* hour arrives, to bear you company. It 
10U Nn 
1 vould be painful to me to leave you, and 


* I have beſides things of importance to 
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„ communicate, which I could wiſh n 
„Elizabeth to learn from your mouth, 
“ You will perhaps be the means of re 
e dering us happier than we had hopes, 
«© being, and of our finding a moth 
ee whom, alas! we have long ſuppoſs 
c dead; but who, I have lately been ging 
& to underſtand by Herman, is ſtill alive, 
The confidence which duke Albert u 
poſed in the princeſs of Wirtemberg claim 
ed of itſelf ſome attention, and the man 
ner in which he expreſſed himſelf intereſts 
her ſtill more. She loſt therefore not 
ſyllable of the project which during thi 
few hours they ſpent together, he impart! 
to her. Shealready knew from Herma 
that the counteſs of Cyly had declare 
queen Mary to be living; but ſhe now fn 
heard where this unfortunate queen re 
fided, and by what means it was intend: 
to draw her from her obſcurity, and reſiox 
her to the place which belonged to her, no 
occupied by the worthleſs Barbe. 


OF UNN A. 233 
The project of Albert appeared vaſt and 
cult of accompliſhment to the princeſs 
Wirtemberg; but ſhe promiſed punc- 
ly to obſerve the directions he gave her; 
, having taken leave of him, ſhe at 
woth ſet off on her journey, which was 
wlonged more than half by the precau- 


xrent being ſurpriſed. 


ps he thought herſelf obliged to take to 
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- HERMAN% journey was Weite 1 
geb Hanatdous. To avoid the ſnares th 
might be laid' for him, he generally tn 
velled by night, and had drſgviſed hin 
ſelf fo as not to be Eubwn. Thus he a 
rived without the ſmalleſt aecident in f 
territories of the old count of Unna. Eape 
to recover the impreſcriptible rights ( 
man, namely, ſecurity and the liberty 
appearing with undiſguiſed and open cout 
tenance among his brethren of mankind 
he delayed not a moment the viſit | 
purpoſed to make to a perſon, who, a 
cording to duke Albert, was able to reſia 
him to the enjoyment of theſe bleſſings. 
Diveſting himſelf therefore of every u 
favourable prejudice towards his relatio 
that had been inſtilled into his infa 
mind, and endeavouring to recolleCt 3 
that would awaken confidence, he no ſoonl 
arrived than he demanded audience of! 
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count for a ſtranger, commiſſioned by 
we Albert of Auftria to impart to him an 
ut. of the greateſt importance. 
The count of Unna was abſent. Some 
er diſputes that had ariſen between the 
baut of Tecklenburg and the biſhop of 
Munſter, in which he was choſen arbiter, 
had called bim ſome weeks from home, 
nd Herman was: obliged to wait with pa- 
gefice- his return. Accordingly he had 
bficient leiſure to reflect on the ſingularity 
f his fituation, He found himſelf in his 
ire country'; he ſaw around him a 
Inodred places he had known when a 
Ma. Mixed ideas, pleaſing an u- 
yleaingy were recalled to his mind. The 


dle motive of his viſit to this diſtrict was | 


ak ſuccour of a man againſt whom be 
lad imbibed prejudices that he could not 


ſt entirely ſurmount. In the neighbour- 


od lived his brothers and fifters with 
Mom his infancy had been fpent, but on 


Mom, in his preſent diffcalty, he dared 
Nt confide, | 
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The reader will recollect, that, at 6 
age of twelve or thirteen years, Herma 
had fled from the terrors of a convent, i 
which he was on the point of being in 
mured, to become one of the pages of thi 
emperor Winceſlaus. So libertine a fi 
could not fail to diſpleaſe his relations 
moſt of whom, male as well as female, hai 
embraced a monaſtic life; accordingly the 
had fince held little correſpondence with 
the graceleſs fugitive. 

Herman had been at firſt too apy 
and afterwards too much occupied by hi 
various adyentures to concern bimſel 
much about his family. He had had lith 
communication with any of them, except 
his fiſters, Agnes and Petronilla, once ths 
loved companions of his tender years, bu 
who fince, ſacrificed to the intereſt of the 
elder brother, had taken the veil in the 
convent of Uberwafler. 

The art of letter-writing was then nd 
much in uſe, and few attended to it f 
little as thoſe decorated with the order d 
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ziohchood. We may preſume, therefore, 
it Herman was no very punctual cor- 
hondent, Let our manuſcript informs 
that no important event happened to 
m, with which he did not acquaint the 
ol Uberwaſſer; and that he received 


o preſent, however ſmall, in which Agnes 
id Petronilla did not ſhare. 


[ill not enquire, whether theſe nuns 
re always ſo prudent as not to betray the 
nfdence he placed in them: but cer- 
in it is, that his elder brothers and ſiſ- 
5 were acquainted with all the leading 
ccurrences of his life. From theſe Her- 
an received, on different occaſions, ſome 
ry extraordinary letters. At one time 
$ brother, the canon of Munſter, at 
ſother his ſiſter, the abbeſs of Marienha- | 
en, wrote to tell him their ſentiments, at 
ch a diſtance, of things that paſſed in a 
old with which they were totally” 1 unac- 
Iwainted, | 

The remonſtrances with which theſe 
ters were filled, had never been well re- 
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ceived by our mettleſome youth; and he 


had uniformly been ſo unpolite as to lems 


them unanfwered; a oircumſtance from 
which he had . to preſume that the 
regard theſe perſonages of his family fo: 
merly entertained for him muſt be totally 
extinguiſhed, and their diſpleaſure, on ac- 
count of his eſcape to the court of Wincel. 
laus, conſiderably augmented. 

Theſe therefore were not the relations, 
that, on his arrival in his native ſoil, he was 


deſirous of ſeeing. But he felt differently 


reſpecting another brother, deſtined, like 
himſelf, for a cloiſter, and his ſiſters Agnes 
and Petronilla, with whom he frequently 
wiſhed to beguile the hours, while he ſol 
tarily waited the return of the old count of 
Unna. At length he ventured to enquire 
after them, and was informed that his bio- 


ther John had quitted the convent to enter 


into the teutonic order of knights, but that 
the nuns of Uberwaſſer were ſtill in thei 
monaſtery. 
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The count's ſtay being protracted, and 
man” finding himſelf perfectly in the 
Mof rangers, he reſolved to viſit the 
ter). He wanted fame ftlendly bo- 
pinto which he might pour the over - 
wigs of his heart. 
He. preſented himfelf and was admitted 
the grate of the parlour. Agnes and 
wnilla were there, but they were not 
he. His heart was on the wing to meet 
1; but the preſence of à third perſon 
$a reſtraint on him, and induced Him 
t- hold the effuſions of brotherly af- 
dion till ſhe ſheuld withdraw. 
The ſtranger, whoſe countenance could 
ano great expreſſion, kept her eyes in- 
utly fixed on him, and ſeemed ſo anxious 
lilcover his name, by endeavouring to 
allect his features, that, for a while, ſhe 
Ureſed not a word to the nuns, hem ne 
juſt come to ſee. 


Herman, extremely agitated, was e- 
va 7 hlent, 
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J perceive you can diſpenſe with m 
4 preſence, ſaid the lady at laſt to 1 
nuns, at the ſame time rifing from þ 
chair. The knight, I preſume, is ag 
e ο me merely to look at you : or are yoy 
„ ſuch adepts i in the language of the eye, 
4 that you can underſtand what he would 
e 'fay, without its being neceflary for hin 
eto open his mouth?“ 
<< We have not the honour of knoy- 
ing the gentleman,” anſwered Agnes 
« though there is e ſomething | in 
cc his features 
© That very much pleaſes you:“ ade 
the lady with a ſneer. A pretty frank 
6 ei for a . of nuns, 1 mul 
& own.” 
« appeal to rene ſir knight * ſad 
Agnes in a tone of ſome diſpleaſure, © Sy, 
are you at all known to us?“ 
c Agnes and Petronilla then do not 
e know me? And have they no preſent 
« ment ?” replied Herman, with a {mik 
of tenderneſs. 
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« Come, explain yourſelves, young la- 

s dies,” ſaid the viſitor, who, by degrees, 

« ſhe fancied ſhe recollected Herman, 
rend him with eyes ſtill more unfavour- 
de: © you ought to have ſome preſenti- 
u ment; the knight himſelf acknowledges 
« jt, | 0 a 
«Ah! if ſuſpicions, if preſentiments 
pere to determine,” anſwered Petronilla, 
i is ſo long fince I heard from my bro- 
bet Herman, I ſhould ſay you came 
from him.“ 

« My brother, indeed !” cried the lady 
zit; petulance. Are you then the only 
i fiſter of the little urchin? But your 
brothers and ſiſters will have no great 
" objection to relinquiſh to you the ho- 
* nour,” | 

And who is this little urchin of whom 
* you ſpeak?” aſked the knight, giving her 
took of contempt. 

* Pray, ſir, pardon her,” ſaid the gentle 
Agnes. © We frequently give this appel- 
" ation to thoſe whom we have ſeen 
Vol. II. M 
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« when children. I ſuſpect that you a 
&« the friend of our Herman; and | tnf 
you will not be offended at what has bee 
'& ſaid, The lady i 
None of your excuſes, miſs,” ſaid the 
Lady., (interrupting her: none of pur 
* excuſes for me. I ſhall not ſo far. 
%% grade myſelf as to make any either u 
« Herman, or any of his friends. And x 
to pardon, it is he, I think, who ſtands 
© moſt in need of that. His ſcandalous 
ce return to the world, and the total forget: 
6 fulneſs of his relations and benefactors 
ce are not yet effaced from our memory: 
nor is the life he has ſince led at all cal 
& culated to remove theſe unfavourable im- 
te preſſions . Te 
„ Fie, Catherine!“ ſaid Petronilla, i in 2 
ſuppliant, rather than a reproving tone, 
&© What harm has Herman done you, that 
« you ſhould thus ſpeak ill of him before 
«. a ſtranger ?” 
„ Before a ſtranger ! Did you not ſay, 
* that you ſuppoſed him to be the friend 
Þ | 


* 


—_ 
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nnd envoy of your brother? Be this, how- 

get, as it may, every body knows his 

/hameful adventures with the paltry little 
Munſter, who, God knows how, is on a 

aden become a princeſs z the ſhare he 

had in the murder of the duke of Brunſ. 
ic; and à variety of other crimes, that 
have occaſioned him to be condemned 
by the ſecret tribunal ; and that ought 
far ever to alienate the hearts of his re- 
lations,” Saying. this, ſhe. roſe, - and 
bunced out of the parlour, while Her- 
Jun, vit arms folded, looked at. her with 
nor, 

0 May 1 alk” * id TR wet vita ſhe 
ks gone, who this fury is?“ 

Our ſiſter, Catherine of Senden,“ re- 
led Petronilla with a ſigh. = | 
Jour ſiſter ! your ſiſter ! Good Hea- 
rents, can it be! And if yours, conſe- 
quently mine! Alas, alas!“ 

Who then are you?“ cried Agnes, ad- 


e tim more diſtinctly. 
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« O Herman, Herman!“ exclaimed pe 
tronilla, claſping her hands. * Yes, it jy 
indeed our Herman! My heart did n; 
& deceive me.” 

« My brother! my good angel! on 
te only comfort under all our affliftions! 
ſaid Agnes weeping. *© Ah, why cannot! 
c“ fold thee in my arms!” 

The rapture of theſe kind and virtuou 
ſouls, at ſight of a brother whom the 
fondly loved, and from whom they had { 
long been ſeparated, is not to be deſcribed 
and for a while it bereft Herman of th 
power of ſpeech .. . . At length their j 
becoming more calm, he again ſpoke 9 
her who had made on him fa unfavourabl 
an impreſſion, who had ſo furiouſly n 
viled, and ſtrove with fo much malice ti 
diſhonour him. He was aſtoniſhed the 
ſuch a woman could be his fiſter, and th 
nuns were obliged to give him a thovlan 
different proofs before they could conyin 
him. 
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« Good God!“ cried he,“ and are the 
8 ret of the family like her? If fo, I will 
# never make myſelf known to any but 
ki jourſelves.”* | 

« Judge not ſo haſtily,” ſaid the good 
Jones, © Catherine is unhappy, Misfor- 
tune frequently renders us unjuſt, and 
v we ought to make allowance for thoſe 
# who are the butt of its ſhafts, whatever 
s reaſon we may have to complain of 
them.“ 

This reflection ſoftened Herman. He 
aſked farther queſtions. * You know,” 
fad Petronilla, „that ſhe was preparing 
for a religious life when we took the 
eil; but ſhe preferred an indifferent 
match, and now ſuffers from the poverty 
* 2nd neglect of her huſband, and the re- 
# proaches of her elder brothers and ſiſ- 
* ters, particularly the abbeſs of Marien- 
* dagen. Ill treated, as ſhe conceives, 


* bably not have difplayed her ill- humour 
M 3 


* by them, ſhe is diſpoſed to take her 
revenge on others: but ſhe would pro- 
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Reſpecting me! 


„account. Suppoſing it true, God is the 
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« in the manner ſhe has juſt done, had.ngf 
40 her diſſatisfaction been excited the m, 
«© ment before you aan in by a conver 
« tion reſpecting you.” 4 

cc Tes, reſpecting you, my dear bro 
«© ther, But, Heavens! can it be true! 
« Js it poſſible that you are purſued by the 
5 ſecret tribunal ?” EF 

© Be not uneaſy, my dear ſiſter, on th; 


„ ſafeguard and protector of innccence,” 

The nuns began to weep, and it was dif 
ficult for Herman ſo far to tranquillize thei 
feelings, as ta obtain from them the info 
mation he wanted, F 
Picture to yourſelf our deſpair, whea 
e we heard the dreadful intelligence. Ag 
© nes expreſſed a wiſh, that you might taks 


refuge in your own country; a wiſh in 


« which I ſincerely joined, hoping that youll: 


* would find an aſylum with our broth: 
“ Bernard, or, at leaſt, aſſiſtance to enabe 
6 yu to ſeck your ſafety elſewhere, tor ve 
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& ad no doubt of your poverty. And 


« where,” added 1, “can he apply with 


6 greater Confidence than to the head of 
« his family, his own brother, who ought - 
6 to act the part of a father to him? Ca- 


s therine at this became enraged. She 


« has a numerous family, and ſhe con- 


k ceived that whatever Bernard might give 
jou would be taken from her children, 


* pho, ſhe hopes, will one day inherit the 


whole of his. fortune.“ | | 
Herman directed towards his ſiſters a 
Iok, that expreſſed his gratitude, and the 


eoret he felt at not being able to teſtify it 


i he could wiſh, The ſorrow he diſplayed 


n his countenance was miſinterpreted, — 


Po not afflict yourſelf, my dear brother,” 
kic Agnes with emotion, holding out to 


um her hand. If Bernard refuſes, we 


* will aſſiſt you ourſelves ; we are not fo 


poor as you may imagine; all the pre- 
* ſents we have received from you are ſtill 
in our poſſeſſion, and will perhaps prove 
* uicient, But ah! whither will you go? 
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Where can you be ſafe from yo 
* avengers ? Petronilla, do you adviſe him, 
«« you are generally fertile in expediens: 
* but be quick; a moment's delay may be 
« ruinous.” 

Herman had. no means of quieting the 
apprehenſions of his ſiſters, but by a rely 
tion of his adventures, from which they 
ſaw that the danger, at leaſt as he flattert 
himſelf, was not fo imminent as they had 


been told, that he had wherewith to pro- 


vide for his ſupport, and that diſcretion 
was all that was neceſſary to his ſafety, _ 

Our party was in no haſte to ſeparate 
The rules of the convent were not ven 
rigid, and our nuns, beſides, were fo er. 
tremely beloved, that they might remain in 
the parlour as long as they pleaſed. The 
converſation, -- however, which had laſted 
ſome hours, was at length interrupted by 
the arrival of the abbeſs of Marienhagen, 
who came to viſit her ſiſters, and acquaint 
them with the reports that were ſpread cole 
cerning Herman. 
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We recollected him the moment ſhe en- 
ed, and was as readily recollected by 
lim, Nuns, they ſay, have a quicker fight 
ind ſtronger memory than your profane 
worldlings. It was impoſſible for our knight 
t conceal himſelf from the abbeſs : nor 
td it become him, he thought, to ſhow 
diruſt of a ſiſter whom, in his infancy, he 
had been taught to revere as a mother, 

Urſula embraced him. Her kifs was 
old, yet was it preferable to the conduct 
o madam Senden. She preſently related, 
in pious and meaſured phraſes, nearly the 


that at bottom neither of them loved him: 
but while the rage of madam Senden ex- 
ated his indignation, the bebaviour of the 
dbeſs was entitled to ſome refpect, and he 


der to difprove the injurious reports pro- 
pagated concerning him. | 

Urſula, having heard his ftory, ſhrug- 
fed up her ſhoulders, and exprefled a hope 


ſame things which Catherine had mentioned 
vith acrimony and paſhon. He perceived 


elolved to relate to her his adventures, in 


1 
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that it might be true: but he had better, 
. ſhe ſaid, have ſought his ſafety in ſome 
other country, as it was impoſſible to fad 
an aſylum among bis relations; and that 
the utmoſt they could do for him, was ty 
favour his flight. | 

Sentiments ſo unnatural revolted th 
mind of Hetman. He was filent, and fel 
into a profound reverie. Meanwhile Pe. 
tronilla related to. the abbeſs the diſcourſe 
of Catherine, which kindled the holy ma, 
tron into a flame. 1 

I penetrate her deſigns,” vic Urſula 
« The moment ſhe is ſure of the arrival of 
„ Hetman, ſhe will. exert herſelf. to pre- 
& vent the lord of Unna,“ [ſuch was the 
re ſpectful title under which Bernard was 
always ſpoken of by his ſiſters;] “ fron 
having an interview with him, leſt he 
« ſhould be induced to do ſomething for 
& his. diſtreſſed brother. But ſhe ſhall not 
« ſucceed in her plan: and though flight 
is certainly the moſt adviſable ſtep tor 
« Herman, yet I. ſee no reaſon why bs 


| may not ſtay a few days, and be intro- 
tuced to his relations, as he has certainly 
5 much right to the aſſiſtance of his bro- 
ther as the ſelfiſh Catherine.” 
Herman trembled at the enmity Urſula 
played for her ſiſter) though at the ſame- 
me ſhe was teſtifying her goodneſs to- 
Lids him, He aſſured her that he was not- 
me to aſk. aſſiſtance, or to remain many 
ys, loſing the time which was of impott- 
ce to his flight; that he wiſhed not to give. 
mbrage to any one by his preſence; and- 
t he had undertaken this journey by the, 
rice of the duke of Auſtria, who had led- 
im to hope, that the old count of Unna, 
ef of the ſecret tribunal in thoſe parts, 
uld effect a farther inveſtigation of his. 
happy affair, and procure him an op- 
unity of proving his innocence. 

The name of the count of Unna was to- 
te abbeſs of Marienbagen as an electrical 
bock. She vowed that ſhe would never 
fer a brother whom ſhe had brought up 
d always loyed as her own child,.to clainy 
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the protection of the declared enemy of he 
family. All their ancient feuds, which Her. 
man had been obliged fo often to hear te. 
peated, as to be ſick with diſguſt, were ngy 
recited anew. She told him how the old 
count of Unna had, both publicly and pri. 
vately, perſecuted the lords of Unna on 
aecount of the affair of Wirtemberg ; hon 
he had ſeized their property, and obliged 
the greater part of them, herſelf among 
the reſt, ro embrace a religious life from 
want of means to ſupport, with proper dig 
nity, the rank to which they were born; 
how he continued ſtill to hate and deſpiſe 
them to ſuch a degree, that he was reſolved 
as he had no children, rather than leave tc 
them his earldom of Unna, with its dc 
mains, to bequeath them to ſome foreign 
houſe, or ſuffer them to devolve on the 
emperor, 1 263 

Herman was ſatiated with the verboſe 
prolixity of this narration, He attempted 
to reply, but the abbeſs would not liſten t0 
him, and made him conſent to be init 

3 
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bo refided at Plettenburg. 

It grew late, and Herman was obliged 
p quit the fifters he loved, together with 
tr towards whom he felt no partiality. At 
ls departure, Urſula embraced him more 
nderly than at firſt, and ſhe obtained per- 
nion for the door of the parlour to be 
pened, that Agnes and Petronilla might 


wence that would have touched the ſuſ- 
eptible heart of our chevalier, had he not 
ſeen aware that the defire of giving pain to 
(hers was their true motive. 


253 
weed the next day to his elder brother, 


he the fame pleaſure: marks of bene- 
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HERMAN 


— _C© 
CHAPTER XIX. 
How ͤ much muſt Herman have te- 

gretted the agreeable ſociety of the duke gf. 
Auſtria, the intereſting Ida, and the wor. 
thy Munſter, on comparing it with that of 
ſome of his relations, whoſe way of think. 
ing was to him equally new and diſguſting, 
It is true, that it fell ſhort of the extreme 
depravity he had obſerved in a few other 
_ perſons, as Kunzman, and the counteſ of 
Cyly, for inſtance : but the meanneſs of 
their ſouls inſpired. him with a certain an- 
tipathy, which never fails to be accompa- 
nied with contempt; though the feeling was 
in a manner ſoftened by his reflecting on 
the amiable nuns of Uberwaſſer. Indeed 
his defire of ſeeing theſe once more, had 
greater weight in prolonging his ſtay, than Wiſh 
the promiſe he had made to the abbeſs of 
Marienhagen : for he feared he might find 
other diſagreeable originals in his family, 
and ſhould at laſt be obliged to ſuſpect bi 
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1 goodneſs, the branches of the tree from 
eh he deſcended. being ſo corrupt. 
The ſo much dreaded day at length ar- 
wed, and he ſet off for Marienhagen, 
ere he had promiſed to call for his fiſter, 
eabbeſs, With her he found the whole 
ly aſſembled, except the important 
xronage to whom he was to be introduced. 
res and Petronilla ran with open arms 
meet him. The phlegmatic canoneſs of 
lunſter coldly held out to him her hand, 
pd madam Senden, by the poſitive order 
the devout Urſula, ſtammered her. ex» 
us, Herman had long before pardoned 
ker, and he was ſorry he had been offended. 
with her for a ſingle moment; the deep 
umiliation imprefled on her countenance 
pre him pain,, and he embraced. her with 
kumth, calling her by the tender name of 
Her. ; 7 


By her ſide: was her huſband, Ulric of. 


nd nden, whoſe, figure was one of thoſe; b 
J ich nature rarely forms, diſplaying that * 
3 


Wodel of human beauty in its utmoſt. per- 
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fection, which the Grecian artiſt imaging 
for his Apollo, while the expreffion of 
features beſpoke a mind not ar all infer 
He embraced our knight with dignity; a 
Herman, won, as is uſual with young pe 
ſons, by the impreſſion of external char 
preſſed him with ardour to his boſom, H 
was ſurpriſed at finding a phyfiognomy « 
this deſcription in a circle of perſons, th 
majority of whom had little to boaſt in poin 
of beauty, and ſtill more, that ſuch a mz 
ſhould be the huſband of Catherine; and! 
looked at the two nuns, to expreſs to then 
his aſtoniſnment. They ſmiled and whif 
pered to him to prepare himſelf to ſee, it 
another relation, a perſon far ſurpaſſing 
his imagination could conceive. 

At length the cavalcade ſet out for Plet 
tenburg. Ulric appeared as much difſats 
fied as Herman, with the attention ſo n 
merous a company would excite, and had 
ferious converſation wich the abbeſs on thi 
ſubject, to whom he obſerved, that ſuc 
parade was by no means prudent, con 


ing the ſituation of the young ſtranger. 
vt his remonſtrances were uſeleſs. No 
x would dare to talk openly of the danger 
Herman, now that the devout abbeſs of 
rienhagen treated him with kindneſs, 
nd had taken him under her protection; 
xd the reports of his misfortune were to 


y of blotted from remembrance the mo- 
e ſhe iſſued the injunction, though 
oi ore, no one had propagated it with fo 


uch imprudence as herſelf, and Cathe- 
We, whom ſhe hated, though ſo ſtrongly 
reſembling her. | 

| Herman had reſided at the courts of the 
it princes of his time; he had been in 
he ſervice of an emperor, and of a king of 
Hungary; at Nuremberg he had been fa- 
bar with perſonages who had pretenſions 
bthe firſt throne in the world; yet had he 
where witneſſed that oſtentatious diſplay 
grandeur, which abtruded itſelf on the 


ge, at the caſtle of a mere country gentle- 
. | 
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Bernard muſt ſurely have thought, th. 
the honour of being chief of the young 
branch of the houſe of Unna, was the my 
exalted to which human vanity could alpin 
or he could never have endured the rid 
culous pomp that ſurrounded him; coul 
never have been pleaſed with the hum 
homage of his relations and domeſtics; coul 
never have treated, with ſuch haughtine | 
all who approached him. 

The court of Plettenburg, as Berman 
_ reſidence was then ſtyled, was certainly to 
| ſplendid for a lord of Unna ;. but it wa 
ſplendor by which Herman, who had feet 
the world, was not to be dazzled, and wid 
could not fail to excite, in a philoſophit 
mind, the moſt melancholy reflections, A 
this. magnificence was ſupported by the un 
paid dowries of - unhappy. iſters, and tit 
with-holden fortunes of brothers ſcarcel 
more happy, who had ſacrificed themſelves 
or been forcibly. ſacrificed, to enable tit 
firſt born of che family to live in the ſtzied 
a petty ſovereign. 
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'Diſpleafing as was to Herman the houſe 
wich he entered ; its maſter, though his 
other, ptoved equally diſpleaſing. The 


the 


mg 
oi" he obtained wis by no means fa- 
bie. He ought, if he would conform 


3 clabliſhed rules, to have bowed himſelf 
glowly in the preſence of Bernard, as be- 
re king Sigiſmond, or the emperor Win- 


y with the reſpe& which he conceived 


duct, which was deemed irreverent. 


ich em this haughty gentleman, to a young 
ptäch dnan ſeated by his fide, who, as ſoon as 
Ae abbeſs had announced the name of the 


nee him, It was the wife of Bernard, 


cel ee was unknown to Herman, as ſhe had 
nes deen united to the family till after his 


He looked at her with eb 


(aus. This he avoided, accoſting him 


he to an elder brother; but he ſoon per- 
wed the diſſatisfaQtion occaſioned by this 


The eyes of Herman were ſoon attracted 


bexalier, roſe with inimitable grace to em 


s da excepted, he had never beheld ſo 
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meanor of her imperious ſpouſe ; as we 


paleneſs, that plainly beſpoke her to | 


that in a tone ſo endearing, that the he 


diſdain the etiquette of his court, he he 
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perfect a beauty. Her charms were height 
ened by angelic ſweetneſs, ſpread oye 
every feature of her face, and formi 
perfect contraſt to the ſtiff and formal de 


as by a trait of melancholy, an intereſtin 


unhappy, and which, to the eye of ſenl 
bility, are irreſiſtibly attracting. 

Alicia took the hand of Herman, : 
called him a ſecond time her brother, ap 


of our knight was inexpteſſibly moved 
and he could not refrain from falling at le 
feet. py 
Bernard beheld with ſatisfaction thi 
mark ot re ſpe d, which he ſuppoicd was pal 
rather to the conſort of the lord of Uni 
than to the beautiful Alicia, Imaginin 
therefore that Herman did not altogeth 


out his hand, with a tolerable grace, 
aſſiſt him to riſe. That of his charmin 
ſiſter-in-law Herman preſumed to kils, at 


eo” = 
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ning ſeated himſelf in a chair by her ſide, 
ich was negligently offered him by. Ber- 
4, he was honoured with a few queſtions, 
ich he took care to anſwer, ſo as not to 
end the pride of his brother, 

Shortly after, the lord of Unna being 
gezoed in a private converſation with his 
er, the abbeſs, Alicia made a fign to the 
ws of Uberwaſſer, her intimate and bo- 


ee with Herman. 

4 Well, my dear brother,” ſaid Petro- 
wa with a ſmile, is our prediction veri- 
fed?“ 5 

*0h!” replied Herman, T am aſto- 


elf in the company of my beloved Ida, 
"and I eſteem myſelf happy in having fa 
lovely a ſiſter.” 

Alicia was about to make a civil reply 
v this compliment, but, having caſt her 
Fe on Ulric of Senden, who was leaning 
unt a pillar oppofite to her, and who 


bm friends, to approach, in order to con- 


# niſhed, enchanted ! I could fancy my- 
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ſeemed as in a trance with the pleaſure d 
beholding her, ſne bluſhed, and was ſilent. 
„The mind of Herman was too buſily 
occupied to notice her embarraſſment, 
Every thing ſurpriſed him; and a whole 
day ſpent in his brother's houſe ſerved 
only to convince him that he was far from 
being acquainted with the hiſtory of all the 
individuals of his family. 

That of Ulric of Senden he was leaſt 
able to decipher. His figure, his manner, 
were extremely prepoſſeſſing; yet, in his 
behaviour to Herman, was there ſome. 
thing ſingularly forbidding. Grave and 
cold when he talked to him; and, at the 
ſame time, when he ſpoke of him to a thid 
perſon, his ardent admirer. . All the ef 
forts. of our young chevalier to induce 
Ulric to unite himſelf to him by the ties of 
friendſhip, were vain; on the contrary, he 
appeared to ſhun every opportunity of er- 
tering into private converſation with Her- 
man, and ſmiled on him only when he faw 
him in the midſt of a numerous circle 
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u; behaviour to madam Unna was equally 
kage, If he found himſelf obliged to 
ai; to her, it was in a tone of indiffer- 
ce bordering on contempt ;- yet were his 
x, when he thought himſelf unobſerved, 
keſlantly fixed on her. He carefully 
vided meeting her, yet could not refrain 
am watching her every motion, . 
pher every word, 

Having obſerved all this, it appeared by 
means extraordinary to Herman, that ſo 
ppular a character ſhould expreſs no great 
Werneſs to Catherine; but he was at a 
Is to conceive how ſhe could have become 
zuiſe. To clear his doubts he had re- 
purſe to the nuns, his ſiſters ; who ſhrug- 
| their ſhoulders, and aſſured him that 
k were not ſufficiently acquainted with 
affair to give him the information he 
*M | 

E Madam Uana diſplayed a great predi- 
Kon for her new brother-in-law. He 
l the two ſiſters, Agnes and Petronilla, 
Med her ſelect ſociety. Never did the 
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ſo much ſtrive to engage him to herſ 
as when ſhe perceived him making attempt 
to gain the friendſhip of Ulric, who coul 
with difficulty preſerve the cool air he af 
ſumed towards him. Why,” ſaid ſhe t 
him one day, * are you always courting th 
« friendſhip of that ſingular being? 1 my 
« inſiſt on your promiſing me never t 
« contract any intimacy With him: he 
tc honeſt enough to reject your overture 
« and I dare affirm he has reaſons for it,” 

Herman ſeized this opportunity of put 
ting ſome queſtions to Alicia reſpecting U 
tic; but, inſtead of anſwering them, 
bluſhed, and endeavoured to give anothe 
turn to the converſation, 
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CHAPTER XX. 


THE different members of the family of 
Inna remained at the caſtle of Plettenburg 
i ſome days. Bernard ſeemed inſenſibly 
o take a liking to Herman, The young 
gevalier could relate ſo many anecdotes 
oe kings and emperors, of dukes and 
xinces, that the haughty lord began to 
el ome veneration for him, and ta ex- 
wſe his not having humbled himſelf more 
before the head of his houſe ;- he was alſo 
wardly flattered by the profound reſpect 
ud by Herman to the beautiful Alicia. 
at length the abbeſs of Marienhagen, 

ud the nuns of Uberwaſſer were obliged 
v return to their reſpective convents.— 
Ite unwieldy canoneſs of Munſter alſo 
quitted the caſtle, ſo that of Bernard's 
wells none remained but Herman and the 


lmily of Senden. 


Vor. II. N 
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Catherine availed herſelf of the abſen 
of the abbeſs, her mortal enemy, to hg, 
| therſelf to the brother, whom at ff fh 
had fo highly offended, in a more fayoy 
able point of view. She perceived th; 
his endeavours to obtain the friendſhip e 
Bernard were perfectly diſintereſted, ſom 
conſiderable preſents which he made he 
children, proved alſo that he neith 
ſought nor needed aſſiſtance; and th 
was ſufficient to inſpite her with repre 
for having given him fo ill a reception 
She made him therefore many advancey 
and one day ſaid, that ſhe ſhould nee 
think he had forgiven her, unleſs he woul 
promiſe to accompany her honie, an 
thus afford her an opportunity of repairin 
the injury. th 

Herman had nothing ſo much at hea 
as to obtain an audience of the old count 
| Unna, who, he had heard, was returned. 
was the ſole buſineſs that had brought hit 
| Into this country; the viſits he had pil 
his family were merely caſual, and had: 


i occupied more time than was prudent 
lis tuation. He would therefore un- 
wtionably have refuſed madam Senden's 
wet, in which her huſband had no part, 
{he not feared that ſhe might think he 
jl harboured reſentment in his breaſt 
c the manner in which mne had treated 
n, He accordingly conſented, a ſtep 
pick occaſioned madam Unna, who was 
reſent, a degree of uneaſineſs which ſhe 
pild with difficulty. conceal. 
z then every entreaty I have made 
you, not to contract an intimacy with 
ech unc of Senden, uſeleſs?“ faid ſhe to him, 
ou moment they were alone, 
t is not Ulric chat! am going to viſit ; ; 
tis my ſiſter. 
gut when yon are in his houſe, will 
jou be able to prevent a certain degree 
of familiarity from taking n between 
ed. 1 you 2? - 
cui * And would not the friendfhip of fach 
aman be a happineſs Whey" 1 
| OR O13 PO GU 9 4 
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& I tell you no, Herman, no, y,, 
<, muſt never be alone with him for a ſing] 
„ moment; if you are, ſome Sunn wil 
e befal you.“ 

46 do not comprehend you, madam, 
«« Would you have me entertain ſuſpicion 
“ injurious to the honour of Ulric?” 

“ Certainly not. Ulric may be a ma 
< of the niceſt honour ; but . . . . I det 
e not be more explicit . . . . Believe me 
56 Herman, the nijoft. prudent ſtep you ci 
« take is to repair with all ſpeed to the ol 
« count of Unna, to finiſh your buſine 


% with him, and then to depart.” 


& J have nothing, madam, nearer 
« heart, than to ſee the count of Unna 
ce but I cannot diſpenſe with viſiting m 
ce ſiſter; it would be cruel to treat ht 
« with unkindneſs.” _ 

< I have no hatred to Catherine; I pit 
4 her, and aſcribe many of her faults tot 
« unpleaſantneſs of her ſituation.” 

And yet you give me to underſtand 
« that have ſomething to apprehend fro 
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8 her which ought to deter me from enter- 
ing her houſe.” 

Not from her. God forbid ! not from 
# her, I do not think her wicked enough 
8 fecretly to injure you ... But Ulric-of 
genden! Ulric ” * 


ir to our ſex, what the divine Alicia is to 
bers!“ 

He may be virtuous, he may be wor- 
i thy; and yet... . have I not known 
# him longer than you?“ 

* Certainly, certainly, you are beſt ac- 
# quainted with him, I have obſerved 
# your looks; I have obſerved his alſo, I 


nna 15 f 
oe noticed things that make me wiſh 
* to know more... Alicia, frank and 


* amiable Alicia! my ſiſter, my friend! 
* will you not truſt me? My advice may 


tot 
by telling me your real ſentiments: of 


N 3 


ls a worthy and virtuous character: 


" poſſibly be of ſervice to you. Poſſibly, 


* Ulric, I may be induced to embrace your 
*counſel, Will. you then not liſten to my 
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« prayer? Say, will you not condeſce 
* to explain yourſelf?“ 
alicia ſhed a torrent of tears; but di 
engaging herſelf from Herman, who he 
her hands in his, ſhe declared that 
would have no farther converſation wit 
him on the ſubject. Remember, hoy 
„ever,“ added ſhe, remember that 
have warned you. You muſt now a 
as ybu picaſe, 1 have nothing more t 
85 y 
She appeared ſorioully offended wit 
our chi valier for his too urgent impottun 
ties, and would not addreſs a ſiugle word t 
him during the remainder of the day, th 
laſt he was to ſpend at her houſe. Mean 
ile ſhe had yet not abandoned the hop 
of ſeparating him from Ulric. 
Herman perſiſted in his intention of a 
companying his ſiſter home, and as ſoon 
it was known, Ulric was invited to fiay 
few days longer at Plettenburg. 
A deadly paleneſs overſpread the cout 
tenance of Ulric, the moment our young 
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in informed him that he purpoſed to pay 
In a viſit; but, upon receiving this in- 
tion from Bernard and Alicia, his cheeks 
zin reſumed their wonted animation.— 
german obſerved, for the firſt time, that 
e kiſſed the hand of his ſiſter-in-law, and 
hoke to her with politeneſs. Alicia 
ſhed, and caſt down her eyes, while 
ic fixed on her a look of the livelieſt 
ratitude, 

„What means this change?“ ſaid Her- 
nun to himſelf, © Am I deceived reſpect- 
# ing theſe two characters? Are they leſs: 
# crupulous,. leſs delicate than I had ima. 
 vined? ... . . Ah! they are certainly 
"engaged in a ſecret, a guilty commerce. 
& Their ſtolen looks, their ſudden bluſhes, 
their mutual intelligence atteſt that they 
are formerly loved, and that their love 
is yet not extinguiſhed ... . . Was it for 
"this, diſſembling Alicia, thou ſoughteſt 
" to ſeparate me from Ulric? No doubt, 
* thou wert afraid I ſhould diſcover thy 
* criminal paſſion, and ſeek to avenge a 
N 4 


DUNE 
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* brother's injured honour. No doubt, 
* thou wiſheſt to retain him at Plettenburg 
that thou mayeſt tranquilly enjoy thy 
illicit attachment, free from the eyes of 
<« a jealous wife, and a ſuſpicious brother 
« in-law.“ 

To Herman ADpenrances pleaded ſo 
firong againſt Alicia, that he was aſtoaiſhed 
at the blindneſs of Bernard, who ſeemed 
not to remark things, that, in his opinion, 
muſt be perceived by all the world; and 
it-was, perhaps, happy for the ſuſpeCted pat. 
ties that Herman was not eager to com- 
municate to his brother his reſlections. 

The chevalier departed with Catherine 
and her children. They were handſome 
and diverting little creatures, more relem- 
bling their father than their mother, and 
with them he beguiled thc weariſomenels 
of his ſiſter's infipid converſation, 

He was every inſtant more convinced 0 
the depravity of this woman's heart. Her 
Nanderous tongue ſpared not an individual 
of her relations, whom ſhe endeayoured i 


wn in the mind of her young brother, not 
acepting even the innocent nuns of Uber- 
nſer, Agnes and Petronilla. She vaunted, 
ih great ſelf complacency, the dexterity- 
vid which ſhe could diſcover evil in the. 
ano receſſes of the heart, and adduced. 


vos of her talent that were really ſingular. 
edi their Kind. - 1 
ned $e had found means to procure the pa- 


on which madam Unna had written the 
umination of her conſcience, and Her- 
n expected nothing leſs from this cir- 
wnſtance than. a confirmation of his ſuſpi- 
tons; but, to his extreme en he 
bund them removed. 

This Alicia,“ ſaid Catherine, © a poor 
* &ſcendant of the houſe of Langen, be- 
come obnoxious to the ſecret tribunal, 


* But for her, Bernard would probably 
* ever ſhe is faithfully attached to him, and 


* renders her the plague of all the wives in 
N 5 


has entered into our family to our ſorrow. 
* never have thought of marrying. How- 


* is. ſcarcely ever from his. fide, which 
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« the neighbourhood, whoſe huſbands are iſs: 
6c continually citing her as a model.—Sbe 
« 45 not diſagreeable in her perſon, as Jou 
« have ſeen; neither bas the wanted ad. 
« mirers; and for a while I could not help 
« thinking that ſhe indemnified herſelf in 
« private for the ſtrict decorum the affected 
jn public: but having narrowly watched 
* her for fome years, I am at length con- 
4 vinced that ſhe is a woman devoid both 
of ſpirit and ſenſibility, to whom fuck 
K ind of virtue coſts little.“ | 
Herman looked at Catherine with eyes 
of aſtoniſhment, and 'wovld have afked, 
but knew not how, the reaſon of the un 
derftanding be obſerved between Akcia and 
ric. 
Is ſhe trendy 8 to you and your buſ- 
* band ?” aid he at length with wo 
tion of indifference. 
„To me ſhe ts certainty friendly You 

* {ce ] have a good” opinion of her; con- 
*« ſequently & merit her attachment. he- 
„ ſides, The loves my children, and often 
1 
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« mikes them preſents. But for my huſ- 


hand ſhe appears to entertain the moſt 
profound contempt. Of this, at leaſt, 


dlm certain, that a civil word has never 
1» paſſed between them till to-day. You 
in vere witneſs to the invitation ſhe gave 


# him: it aſtoniſhed me, for to ſay the 
truth, he cares as little for her, as ſhe 
for him. He always avoids her, and I 
do not recollect, that, ſince our marriage, 
he has three times ſet his foot within the 
doors of Plettenburg caſtle.” 

Herman could not avoid ſhaking his 
jad, and ſeeking, by a number of adroit 
wſtions, to diſcover ſome traces of what 
e ſuſpected. He learnt, however, no- 
ing more, and with pleaſure, found him- 
deceived in the opinion he had formed 
if Ulric and Alicia. What better proof in- 
&ed could he have had of their innocence,. 
dun the teſtimony of Catherine? Even in 
lie enumeration of her complaints againſt 
ter huſband, ſhe ſaid. not a word that could; 
alt on him the leaſt ſuſpicion of infidelity. 
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Her griefs all centered in his diſcontent 
and uncivil treatment of her, to which the 
good lady herſelf might have given ſufficien 
occaſion, by the malignancy of her diſpo- 
fition, of which ſhe had juſt exhibited nc 
very equivocal proofs. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 


HERMAN had already ſo amply en- 
wed the converſation of his benevolent 
lter on the road, that he was little deſir- 
us of renewing it, during his ſhort abode 
ther houſe, and preferred the innocent 
yattle of her children, who had eaſily 
nined his affection. He talked to them 
entinually of their father, and what they 
lid exhibited him in ſo favourable a point 
if view, that all his ſuſpicions vaniſhed, 
al were ſucceeded by a new defire of hav- 
hy him for a friend. To this deſire was 
pred, that of knowing the motive of Ali- 
Ws myſterious advice. He determined, 
ltcrefore, to have a private interview with 
lim, and to triumph over the efforts of his 
rother-in-law to avoid him. 

* My huſband,” ſays Catherine, © ſeems 
* reſolved not to return till his preſence 
* ſhall be neceſſary to diſſipate the ſolitude 
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in which I live. To ſpeak frankly, 
* ſcarcely feel the abſence of an ill. nature 
** ſpouſe, in the company of ſo agreeable ; 
brother, Let him ſtay, therefore, at Plet 
| tenburg, and ſtrengthen our intimac 
« with Bernard and his wife, which, foone 
or later, may be of advantage to us. 
She then ſhewed Herman a letter ſhe hat 
juſt received from Ulrie, in which ſhe wa 
deſired to inform him of the departure 0 
her brother, the inſtant. it took place, as ht 


ſhould then quit Plettenburg, and retur 
home, 


© Herman reſolved to be gone the ne 

day. He accordingly took leave of hi 
fiſter and her children, aſter having give 
the latter proofs of his generolity, that de 
prived him of almoſt all he poſſeſſed, He 
knew the f̃oad to Unna to be that by whid 
Ulric muſt return, and he waited for hi 
a whole day in the foreſt through which 10 | 
was to paſs, The delay ſhewed, that Ulf 
took every poſſible precaution not to. meet 
nor to ſee him again, 


cc 


L 


Heavens “ cried Herman, * what 
ea be the cauſe of this inſuperable aver- 
«jon ? At Plettenburg, I read in his eyes 
v the hatred he bore me. The coldneſs of 
# his manner, and the reſerve of his con- 
8 reration, convinced me I was not miſta- 
ken. Not once could I prevail upon him 
to take a walk with me. He ſeemed de- 


# or in company, I was accidentally ſeated 
# by his ſide. Surely, ſome fearful myſ- 
b tery lucks beneath all this, I muſt fa- 


 loye him, a better opinion of me, though 
*1tcoſt me my life. Perhaps my misfor- 
tune has inſtilled ſuſpicions into his mind. 
perhaps he thinks me guilty of the crime 
* of which I am accuſed. Yes, yes, I will 


* proving to him my innocence, The 
Wo” 200d opinion of the whele world would 
de nothing to me, while Ulric ſhould 
think me capable of murder.“ 


« youred with chagrin whenever at table, 


"thom it. I muſt give this man, for I 


*{ him, I will gain his affection, by 
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You, who have been ſometimes dray 
by an irreſiſtible impulſe towards a foul j 
uniſon with your own, without being able 
to comprehend the eharm that attracted 
you; you, - whoſe efforts, to obtain the 
good-will of him whom you have choſen 
among a thouſand, have increaſed in pre 
portion as the loved object ſeemed tore 
jet your advances z you alone can judge 
of the inclination felt by our chevalier fo 
Ulric of Senden, The frigid heart which 
never experienced this ſentiment, would in 
vain attempt to form an idea of it. 
As evening approached, the anxiety of 
Herman - increaſed. The longer he vainly 
waited for him whom he wiſhed to ſee, the 
' more. ardent became his deſire. Mean- 
while his mind was diſturbed; a thou- 
ſand melancholy preſages crowded to bis 
thoughts; his heart bad him remain, while 
a ſecret voice whiſpered to him to fly. © But 
« why fhould I fly ?” faid he to himſelf; 
and he remained, | 
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The moon aroſe, Our hero had ad- 
ed ſo far to meet Senden, that he 
quld perceive, from a bill he had aſcend- 
the turrets of the caſtle of Plettenburg. 
ge beheld around him nothing but deſerts, 
ſhe ſtillneſs of the night was interrupted 
Vo other ſound than the monotonous 
nurmuring of a brook. 

The night was far ſpent, and the moon 


ns haſtening to the weſtern horizon, when 
the (ound of horſes feet were heard in a nar- 


ny valley. They drew ſo near, that Her- 
man could diſtinguiſh the voice of Ulric, 


Senden-houſe, and bring him word, whe- 
ther the young knight was yet gone. He 
then alighted, and ſeated himſelf at the foot 
ofa tree, Herman, who watched his mo- 
tions, immediately preſented himſelf, and 
ad to him: Why doſt thou ſhun me? 
What has Herman done, that it ſeems 
* poiſon. to , thee, to breathe the ſame air 
* with him?“ 


5 


lreting his ſervants to go on before to 
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„God of Heaven!” exclaimed Ulrie, 
wrapping himſelf in his cloak, „ „hat: 
e misfortune + Waking or dreaming he j 
« every where preſent to my ſight , and 
© now a voice within me tells me that] 
« muſt kill him.“ 

„That thou muſt kill me p ſaid Her 
man, folding him in his arms: That thou 
* muſt aſſaſſinate thy brother 
cc What, then, what have I done?“ 

6 Begone, villain!” replied Ulric, dif- 
engaging himſelf from his embrace,— 
« Who art thou? . ... . Is it not a viſion 
that I ſee? Speak, who art thou?” 
«Thy brother, Herman of Unna, who 
« aſks thy friendſhip or death. To be 
&« deſpiſed, to be rejected by thee, is more 
„ than he can ſupport.” 

e Herman! Herman of Unnna?..., 
« Fly, fly ! I am thy murderer ... . Yet 
c no, fly not. It is forbidden me to give 
tec thee ſuch advice; ſtill leſs can I ſuffer 
c thee to execute it. Are we not alone? 
& .. . . No, we are not... God be pril 
6 ed | ſee, where come thy deliverers !' 


i 


Herman looked, and ſaw nothing. 
| They are the ſhadows of the trees, my 
brother. But I need no deliverer when 
thou art with me. O Ulric ! Thou art 
il, very ill! Thy heart is diſtreſſed .. 
| feared it was hatred that kept thee 
i fom me; but it was melancholy .. . 
Heaven be praiſed! Thy melancholy 
{will be difpelled, thy ſufferings relieved, 
ind thou wilt then love thy brother!“ 

Love thee? Can I love thee more 
" than I do? O Herman! My heart is 
" with thee, and yet muſt I aſſaſſinate 
6 thee.” 

* Why :” cried Herman, whom Ulric 
br 2 moment cloſely preſſed in his arms, 
ud then as rudely repulſed : * Why affaſſi- 
nate me? What is my crime?” 

Thou muſt die, replied Senden draw- 
ig his ſabre: „Thou art the murderer. 
of duke Frederic.” | 
4 ſwear by him, to whom all things 
ne known, that I am not.” 


05 
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„ The charge has been made, the wit 
ce neſſes have depoſed, and the jui! 4 
te have pronounced thy condemnation, 
© Thou art, thou muſt be the murderers 
« the duke. Thouſands of ſecret extcy 
c tioners burn with the deſire of ſhedding 
e thy blood: but, O Heaven! Fate hasde 
& creed that the taſk ſhall devolye on ti 
“ unfortunate brother. I have bound ny 
« ſelf by an oath, an oath the moſt terrible 
* not to ſpare thoſe whom the ſecret tri 
&* nal ſhall condemn . . . . This then 
« thy heart.. . This to my own!” * 
They ſtaggered ; they fell ſide by fide 
« Oh my brother,” ſaid Herman embme 
ing Ulric, © the thread of my life is at 
c end, Yet I will be thine, I will ever 
©« thine, in thoſe realms above the abode q 
“peace and everlaſting friendſhip,” 


END OF THE SECOND VOLUME, 
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